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Mark 9:14-29 NLT: 14 When they returned to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd 
surrounding them, and some teachers of religious law were arguing with them. 15 When the 
crowd saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with awe, and they ran to greet him. 
   
16 “What is all this arguing about?” Jesus asked. 
   
17 One of the men in the crowd spoke up and said, “Teacher, I brought my son so you could 
heal him. He is possessed by an evil spirit that won’t let him talk. 18 And whenever this spirit 
seizes him, it throws him violently to the ground. Then he foams at the mouth and grinds his 
teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast out the evil spirit, but they couldn’t 
do it.” 
   
19 Jesus said to them, “You faithless people! How long must I be with you? How long must I 
put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 
   
20 So they brought the boy. But when the evil spirit saw Jesus, it threw the child into a violent 
convulsion, and he fell to the ground, writhing and foaming at the mouth. 
   
21 “How long has this been happening?” Jesus asked the boy’s father. 
   
He replied, “Since he was a little boy. 22 The spirit often throws him into the fire or into water, 
trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us, if you can.” 
   
23 “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.” 
   
24 The father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!” 
   
25 When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was growing, he rebuked the evil spirit. 
“Listen, you spirit that makes this boy unable to hear and speak,” he said. “I command you 
to come out of this child and never enter him again!” 
   
26 Then the spirit screamed and threw the boy into another violent convulsion and left him. 
The boy appeared to be dead. A murmur ran through the crowd as people said, “He’s dead.” 
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and helped him to his feet, and he stood up. 
   
28 Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with his disciples, they asked him, “Why 
couldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?” 
   
29 Jesus replied, “This kind can be cast out only by prayer.” 
   
   



 

 

#1. Religion will always argue with you concerning the power of God, miracles, and the gifts 
of the Spirit.   
   

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 NKJV: 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with 
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

   
   
#2. Demonic spirits are real!! 
   

Matthew 12:22-29 NLT: 22 Then a demon-possessed man, who was blind and couldn’t 
speak, was brought to Jesus. He healed the man so that he could both speak and see. 
23 The crowd was amazed and asked, “Could it be that Jesus is the Son of David, the 
Messiah?” 
   
24 But when the Pharisees heard about the miracle, they said, “No wonder he can cast 
out demons. He gets his power from Satan, the prince of demons.” 
   
25 Jesus knew their thoughts and replied, “Any kingdom divided by civil war is doomed. A 
town or family splintered by feuding will fall apart. 26 And if Satan is casting out Satan, he 
is divided and fighting against himself. His own kingdom will not survive. 27 And if I am 
empowered by Satan, what about your own exorcists? They cast out demons, too, so 
they will condemn you for what you have said. 28 But if I am casting out demons by the 
Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has arrived among you. 29 For who is powerful 
enough to enter the house of a strong man and plunder his goods? Only someone even 
stronger—someone who could tie him up and then plunder his house. 

 
   

Mark 16:15-17 NLT: 15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the 
Good News to everyone. 16 Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But 
anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. 17 These miraculous signs will 
accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and they will 
speak in new languages. 

 
   



 

 

a. How did this child become demon possessed?  Demons can operate where darkness 
and evil are allowed: Movies, TV shows, music, parties of drunkenness and drugs, 
pornography in the house (even if it’s hidden), gambling, fornication, adultery, gluttony, 
unbelief, and even politics.  
 

b. Stay in the light and way from the darkness!!  
   

Romans 13:11-14 NLT: 11 This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is 
running out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The 
night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove your dark deeds 
like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living. 13 Because we belong to the 
day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild 
parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 

   
   
#3. Unbelief will stop God, shut Him out, and limit His power. In Mark 9:21-24, the big 
difference between faith and unbelief is that one brings God in, releases His power and 
miracles, and unbelief shuts Him out, shuts Him down, and limits Him. Bring God in and 
supernatural displays of power are to be expected and the kingdom of darkness cannot stop 
it!!  
   

Psalm 78:40-43 NKJV:  
40 How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, 

And grieved Him in the desert! 
41 Yes, again and again they tempted God, 

And limited the Holy One of Israel. 
42 They did not remember His power: 

The day when He redeemed them from the enemy, 
43 When He worked His signs in Egypt, 

And His wonders in the field of Zoan; 
   
Numbers 14:11 NLT: And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me 
with contempt? Will they never believe me, even after all the miraculous signs I have 
done among them?  
   
Hebrews 3:19 NLT: So we see that because of their unbelief they were not able to enter 
his rest. 

   
   



 

 

#4. As a believer, you have authority over Satan, demonic spirits, and all the kingdom of 
darkness.  But you must stand and speak FAITH!!! 
   

Luke 10:18-20 NLT: 18 “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! 
19 Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk 
among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 20 But don’t rejoice 
because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.” 
   
John 14:12-14 NKJV: 12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works 
that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My 
Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 
   
James 1:5-8 NKJV: 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For 
let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 


