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Tithes and Offering: 
 

Genesis 12:1-4 NKJV: Now the Lord had said to Abram: 
   

“Get out of your country, 
From your family 
And from your father’s house, 
To a land that I will show you. 
2 I will make you a great nation; 
I will bless you 
And make your name great; 
And you shall be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
And I will curse him who curses you; 
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

   
4 So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  

   
    
Introduction:  
 
Freedom is a wonderful thing. During this upcoming week we will celebrate as a nation the 
4th of July holiday (Independence Day).  We will celebrate our freedoms here in America. 
Sadly though, freedom is very misunderstood. Even more serious is the fact that this 
misunderstanding of freedom poses a grave threat to its very existence. 
  
You can still live in this great nation and be very much in prison, very much in bondage. 
  
The truth is that unless you are free spiritually you are not free! 
  
One question I want you to think about today and it’s this: “Am I truly free?” 
  

Luke 4:14-19 TPT: 14 Then Jesus, armed with the Holy Spirit’s power, returned to Galilee, 
and his fame spread throughout the region. 15 He taught in the synagogues and they 
glorified him.  
  
16–17 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been raised, he went into the synagogue, 
as he always did on the Sabbath day. When Jesus came to the front to read the 
Scriptures they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and 
read where it is written, 18–19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, and he has anointed me 
to be hope for the poor, freedom for the brokenhearted, and new eyes for the blind, and to 
preach to prisoners,  ‘You are set free!’ I have come to share the message of Jubilee, for 
the time of God’s great acceptance has begun.” 

 
   



 

 

What is freedom?   
   
“Freedom” – “A state of liberty / exemption that results from not being oppressed or in 
bondage, exemption from slavery, servitude or confinement, boldness, to release from 
restraint.  
   
Freedom in its basic form is a choice and trust - the choice to obey the truth. 
   

John 8:31-35 NKJV:  31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide 
in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 
 
33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in 
bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  
34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of 
sin. 35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.  

   
   
What is bondage? 
    
“Bondage” – ‘Slavery or involuntary servitude; captivity; imprisonment; restraint of a 
person's liberty by compulsion, spiritual subjection to sin and corrupt passions 
(Freedom Blockers), or to the yoke of the ceremonial law; Fear.” 
   
You can be in bondage and don’t even know it. 
   
   
Let’s expose some Freedom Blockers: 
   
#1 (Freedom Blocker) – False Teaching -   
  
There are many things that are taught today that are wrong and people are in bondage to the 
false teaching. 
  

Hosea 4:6 NKJV:  
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 
Because you have rejected knowledge, 
I also will reject you from being priest for Me; 
Because you have forgotten the law of your God, 
I also will forget your children. 

 
   
For example, “There are multiple ways to get to Heaven.” 
   

John 14:6 NKJV: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.  

    
     



 

 

#2 (Freedom Blocker) – “If I do good works, I will get to Heaven.” 
   

Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV: For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

   
   
#3 (Freedom Blocker) – “I am accepted by God based on my performance.” 
   
#4 (Freedom Blocker) – “Everybody is going to get to Heaven.” 
   
#5 (Freedom Blocker) – Evil deeds in our life (alcoholism, stealing, laziness, slothfulness) 
   
#6 (Freedom Blocker) – Emotional bondages: 
   
* Fear is an emotional bondage; as long as you fear, you are not trusting God. 
   

2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV: For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 
and of a sound mind. 

 
   
* Another emotional bondage is jealously: 
   
You cannot be happy and jealous at the same time. Jealously covers everything in your life 
with destruction. 
   
Other emotional bondages that steal your freedom are anxiety and worry. 
   
Another emotional bondage is guilt over past actions: 
   
* Things that happened in the past: 
   

1 John 1:9 NKJV: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   
   
You have to have the mindset of the Apostle Paul: 
   

Philippians 3:12-16 NKJV: 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; 
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I 
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
  
15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 

  
   



 

 

Other forms of emotional bondage are bitterness and anger. 
   
Bitterness is spilled into other people lives. It affects your personality, your lifestyle, your 
conduct, your character, your values; everything is affected. 
   
Another emotional bondage that steals your freedom is the bondage of blame. 
  
Another form of emotional bondage is unforgiveness. 
   
The Bible says we are to forgive one another even as Christ Jesus has forgiven us. 
   

Colossians 3:12-14 NKJV: 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, 
and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ 
forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the 
bond of perfection.  

   
What’s the destructive power of these things? 
   
You can be free if you choose to be free. 
   
   
Things you must do to stay free: 
   
A. Study the Word and apply the Word of God. 
 

• Read Pastor Al’s Daily Bible Reading or at least one chapter of the Word of God daily. 

• 2 Timothy 2:15-16 NKJV: 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker 

who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun 

profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness.  

   
B. Develop a lifestyle of prayer (praying in the Holy Spirit). 
  

• Acts 1:4-8 NKJV: 4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He 
said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had 
come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 
   



 

 

C. Make sure you are walking in love; no offense. 
 

• 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NKJV:  4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love 
does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 
truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
   

8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  
 

   
D. Do not forsake assembling yourself with other believers. 
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