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Last week we saw two very horrific and tragic events. The senseless murders of 31 innocent 
people, many others injured, and on top of that statistic, 59 people were shot in Chicago, 7 
fatally. 

How does this happen? How can a person(s), young or old, get to a place, where they lose 
all sensitivity of the value of human life, and hatred, anger, strife, rebellion, betrayal, drive 
them to murder and act as if they have no conscience or remorse? 

#1. The Bible, God’s Word, gives us the answers.
 

James 3:2-12 NLT Study Bible: 2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could 
control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other 
way.3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its 
mouth. 4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, 
even though the winds are strong. 5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that 
makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 6 And among all 
the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, 
corrupting your entire body. (Proverbs 13:3; 14:3; 18:21 NLT) It can set your whole life 
on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.   (Proverbs 16:27-28 NLT)

7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can tame 
the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. (Psalm 140:1-3 NLT)
9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have 
been made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the 
same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water 
bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a 
grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring. 
(1 Peter 3:8-12 NLT)



#2. Heavenly Versus Demonic Wisdom 
 

James 3:13-18 (NKJV Strong's): 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let 
him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if 
you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the 
truth.   

It’s a matter of the heart!!
  

Luke 6:45 NKJV: A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.  

Matthew 15:16-20 NKJV: 16 So Jesus said, “Are you also still without understanding? 
17 Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and 
is eliminated? 18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 20 These are the things which defile a 
man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.”
  

1. How do these things get into the hearts of people? 
  

Matthew 13:37-39 NKJV: 37 He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the 
kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy who sowed them 
is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. 

2. How does the devil do this? 
  

John 13:2 Amplified Bible: It was during supper, when the devil had already put [the 
thought of] betraying Jesus into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 

  
Luke 22:2-6 NLT: 2 The leading priests and teachers of religious law were plotting how 
to kill Jesus, but they were afraid of the people’s reaction.
3 Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples, 4 and he 
went to the leading priests and captains of the Temple guard to discuss the best way to 
betray Jesus to them. 5 They were delighted, and they promised to give him money. 6 So 
he agreed and began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus so they could arrest 
him when the crowds weren’t around.

  



John 8:43-45 NLT: 43 Why can’t you understand what I am saying? It’s because you 
can’t even hear me! 44 For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to 
do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his 
character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 So when I tell the truth, you just 
naturally don’t believe me! 

James 3:15-18 NKJV: 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil 
thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
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Romans 8:1-10 NLT


