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Luke 9:52-56 (AMPC)
“And He sent messengers before Him; and they reached and entered a Samaritan village to
make [things] ready for Him; But [the people] would not welcome or receive or accept Him,
because His face was [set as if He was] going to Jerusalem. And when His disciples James and
John observed this, they said, Lord, do You wish us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them, even as Elijah did? But He turned and rebuked and severely censured
them. He said, You do not know of what sort of spirit you are, For the Son of Man did not come
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them [from the penalty of eternal death]. And they journeyed
on to another village.”
When Jesus was born, grew up, and then released into His time of ministry, it happened,
specifically, on God’s timeline. He began His ministry when Israel was under Roman
occupation. Israel believed that when the Messiah came that He would come and physically and
forcefully defeat Rome and drive them out of the land. In the meantime, there was a religious
group called the Zealots and they were determined to forcefully drive Rome out of Israel and
take over through violent actions and rebellion. This is where we see the name of Barabbas, he
was on trial for his violent actions and inciting others to rebellion against the Roman government
and he stood alongside Jesus at the great trial before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor.
I.

The religious entities in Jerusalem, at that moment, sided with the Zealots and rejected
Jesus because of His teachings and ways of doing things.

Luke 6:27-29 (NLT)
.Do good to those who hate you !love your enemies ,I say ,But to you who are willing to listen“
If someone slaps you on one 29 .Pray for those who hurt you .Bless those who curse you 28
".offer your shirt also ,If someone demands your coat .offer the other cheek also ,cheek
II.

Jesus announced a radical new ethic of loving even one’s enemies and overcoming
evil through self-sacrificial love for others, not through violence and hatred:

Luke 23:33-38 (NLT)
“When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals
were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing
dice.35 The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save
himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers mocked him, too, by
offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews,
save yourself!” 38 A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the
Jews.”
Acts 7:55-60 (NLT)
“But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he told them, “Look, I
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s right
hand!” 57 Then they put their hands over their ears and began shouting. They rushed at him 58
and dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. His accusers took off their coats and
laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this
sin!” And with that, he died.”
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8 Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed completely with the killing of Stephen.
A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in Jerusalem; and all the
believers except the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria.
2 (Some devout men came and buried Stephen with great mourning.) 3 But Saul was going
everywhere to destroy the church. He went from house to house, dragging out both men and
4 But

the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they
went. 5 Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and told the people there about the
Messiah. 6 Crowds listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message and
see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil[b] spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their
victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in
that city.
Romans 12:14-21 (NLT)
“Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be happy
with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with each other.
Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! 17
Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are
honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take
revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I
will pay them back,” says the Lord. 20 Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they
are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on
their heads.” 21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.”
III.

How did the church in the book of Acts respond to persecution and attacks?
a. Peter was delivered by a supernatural intervention when God sent an angel to
set him free.

Acts 4:21-31; 12:1-5 (NLT)
“The council then threatened them further, but they finally let them go because they didn’t know
how to punish them without starting a riot. For everyone was praising God 22 for this miraculous
sign—the healing of a man who had been lame for more than forty years. 23 As soon as they
were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the leading
priests and elders had said. 24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices
together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and
everything in them— 25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your
servant, saying, ‘Why were the nations so angry? Why did they waste their time with futile
plans? 26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered together against the
Lord and against his Messiah.’ 27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod
Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united
against Jesus, your holy servant, whom you anointed. 28 But everything they did was
determined beforehand according to your will. 29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give
us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing
power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.
Then they preached the word of God with boldness.” …. “About that time King Herod Agrippa
began to persecute some believers in the church. 2 He had the apostle James (John’s brother)
killed with a sword. 3 When Herod saw how much this pleased the Jewish people, he also
arrested Peter. (This took place during the Passover celebration.) 4 Then he imprisoned him,
placing him under the guard of four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter
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out for public trial after the Passover. 5 But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very
earnestly for him.”
b. Later, God dealt with Israel’s political leader Herod.
Acts 12:20-24 (NLT)
“Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they sent a delegation to
make peace with him because their cities were dependent upon Herod’s country for food. The
delegates won the support of Blastus, Herod’s personal assistant, 21 and an appointment with
Herod was granted. When the day arrived, Herod put on his royal robes, sat on his throne, and
made a speech to them. 22 The people gave him a great ovation, shouting, “It’s the voice of a
god, not of a man!” 23 Instantly, an angel of the Lord struck Herod with a sickness, because he
accepted the people’s worship instead of giving the glory to God. So he was consumed with
worms and died. 24 Meanwhile, the word of God continued to spread, and there were many
new believers.”
IV.

How does God’s Word tell us to react to what we see in America today?

1 Timothy 2:1-8 (AMPC)
“First of all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be offered on behalf of all men, 2 For kings and all who are in positions of authority or high
responsibility, that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life [and inwardly] a
peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every way. 3 For such
[praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God our Savior, 4 Who wishes
all men to be saved and [increasingly] to perceive and recognize and discern and know
precisely and correctly the [divine] Truth. 5 For there [is only] one God, and [only] one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 Who gave Himself as a ransom for all [people,
a fact that was] attested to at the right and proper time. 7 And of this matter I was appointed a
preacher and an apostle (special messenger)—I am speaking the truth in Christ, I do not falsify
[when I say this]—a teacher of the Gentiles in [the realm of] faith and truth. 8 I desire therefore
that in every place men should pray, without anger or quarreling or resentment or doubt [in their
minds], lifting up holy hands.”
V.

Does God act in the political realm of nations?

Yes, this is a warning to all political leaders and parties, a warning to all in civil offices from the
President, Congressional leaders, Governors, Mayors, all civil leadership, military leadership,
the Church of Jesus Christ, and the five-fold ministry of apostles, prophets, evangelist, pastors,
and teachers.
Daniel 5:13-28 (NLT)
“So Daniel was brought in before the king. The king asked him, “Are you Daniel, one of the
exiles brought from Judah by my predecessor, King Nebuchadnezzar? 14 I have heard that you
have the spirit of the gods within you and that you are filled with insight, understanding, and
wisdom. 15 My wise men and enchanters have tried to read the words on the wall and tell me
their meaning, but they cannot do it. 16 I am told that you can give interpretations and solve
difficult problems. If you can read these words and tell me their meaning, you will be clothed in
purple robes of royal honor, and you will have a gold chain placed around your neck. You will
become the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 17 Daniel answered the king, “Keep your gifts or
give them to someone else, but I will tell you what the writing means. 18 Your Majesty, the Most
High God gave sovereignty, majesty, glory, and honor to your predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar. 19
He made him so great that people of all races and nations and languages trembled before him
in fear. He killed those he wanted to kill and spared those he wanted to spare. He honored
those he wanted to honor and disgraced those he wanted to disgrace. 20 But when his heart
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and mind were puffed up with arrogance, he was brought down from his royal throne and
stripped of his glory. 21 He was driven from human society. He was given the mind of a wild
animal, and he lived among the wild donkeys. He ate grass like a cow, and he was drenched
with the dew of heaven, until he learned that the Most High God rules over the kingdoms of the
world and appoints anyone he desires to rule over them. 22 “You are his successor, O
Belshazzar, and you knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself. 23 For you have proudly
defied the Lord of heaven and have had these cups from his Temple brought before you. You
and your nobles and your wives and concubines have been drinking wine from them while
praising gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone—gods that neither see nor hear nor
know anything at all. But you have not honored the God who gives you the breath of life and
controls your destiny! 24 So God has sent this hand to write this message. 25 “This is the
message that was written: Mene, mene, tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is what these words mean:
Mene means ‘numbered’—God has numbered the days of your reign and has brought it to an
end. 27 Tekel means ‘weighed’—you have been weighed on the balances and have not
measured up. 28 Parsin means ‘divided’—your kingdom has been divided and given to the
Medes and Persians.”
VI.

What does our Heavenly Father and Jesus want from their Church today for God to
intervene in America?

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV)
“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face,
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal
their land.”
1 Peter 4:12-19 (AMPC)
“Beloved, do not be amazed and bewildered at the fiery ordeal which is taking place to test your
quality, as though something strange (unusual and alien to you and your position) were befalling
you. 13 But insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, rejoice, so that when His glory [full of
radiance and splendor] is revealed, you may also rejoice with triumph [exultantly].
14 If you are censured and suffer abuse [because you bear] the name of Christ, blessed [are
you—happy, fortunate to be envied, with life-joy, and satisfaction in God’s favor and salvation,
regardless of your outward condition], because the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God, is resting
upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 15 But let none of
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or any sort of criminal, or as a mischief-maker (a meddler) in
the affairs of others [infringing on their rights]. 16 But if [one is ill-treated and suffers] as a
Christian [which he is contemptuously called], let him not be ashamed, but give glory to God
that he is [deemed worthy to suffer] in this name. 17 For the time [has arrived] for judgment to
begin with the household of God (much of the church in America has been treating sin as casual
and when sin is treated casually, it produces many casualties) and if it begins with us, what will
[be] the end of those who do not respect or believe or obey the good news (the Gospel) of God?
18 And if the righteous are barely saved, what will become of the godless and wicked? 19
Therefore, those who are ill-treated and suffer in accordance with God’s will must do right and
commit their souls [in charge as a deposit] to the One Who created [them] and will never fail
[them].”
VII. God’s plans are spiritual and not fleshly or carnal.
Jesus’ mission was to bring salvation to the world, not by war, fighting, or political agendas but
through His death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead. He would then send the
Holy Spirit, create His Church, and fill them with power to carry out the same agenda of Jesus,
by being led by the Holy Spirit, walking in the Spirit, and praying in the Spirit. The Church was
given The Great Commission, commanded by Jesus Himself, fully expects His Church and still
expects His Church to carry out, focus on, and fulfill His commands by carrying out God’s
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desires being witnesses for the gospel and being salt and light in every facet of life, family, and
work.
Philippians 2:12-16 (NLT)
“Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am
away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God
with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power
to do what pleases him. 14 Do everything without complaining and arguing,15 so that no one
can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a
world full of crooked and perverse people. 16 Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of
Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not
useless.”
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