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James 3:13-18 NKJV: Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and 
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not 
descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, 
confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.


The book of James is considered as the book of the practical application of Christianity. 

A. Who is wise and understanding? 

  1. There is abundance of knowledge in the world and in the Church but is there an 
abundance of wisdom and understanding. 


B. What is wisdom and how does it differ from knowledge? 

  1. Wisdom is the discerning between true knowledge and false knowledge. 


  a. Proverbs 1:7 NKJV: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.


  b. Fools hate and try to suppress the truth of God’s Word. 


Proverbs 1:29-33 NKJV: Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear 
of the LORD, They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke. 
Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to the full with their own 
fancies. For the turning away of the simple will slay them, And the complacency of fools 
will destroy them; But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, 
without fear of evil.”


How does God correct His children? 


2 Timothy 3:16-17 (Amplified Bible - AMP): All Scripture is God-breathed [given by 
divine inspiration] and is profitable for instruction, for conviction [of sin], for correction 
[of error and restoration to obedience], for training in righteousness [learning to live in 
conformity to God's will, both publicly and privately—behaving honorably with personal 
integrity and moral courage]; so that the man of God may be complete and proficient, 
outfitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.


Galatians 5:7-10 NLT: You were running the race so well. Who has held you back from 
following the truth? 8 It certainly isn’t God, for he is the one who called you to freedom. 
This false teaching is like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough! I 
am trusting the Lord to keep you from believing false teachings. God will judge that 
person, whoever he is, who has been confusing you.


C. It is the practical application of truth.  

James 2:17-18 NLT : So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good 
deeds, it is dead and useless. Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; 



others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have 
good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.”


D.  It is living in accordance with Biblical values and the ability to makes right choices in life.


1 John 2:3-11 NKJV: Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is 
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him 
ought himself also to walk just as He walked. Brethren, I write no new commandment to 
you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. Again, a new 
commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the 
darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. He who says he is in the 
light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. He who loves his brother abides in 
the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. But he who hates his brother is in 
darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes.


Proverbs 3:13-18 NLT : Joyful is the person who finds wisdom, the one who gains 
understanding. For wisdom is more profitable than silver, and her wages are better than 
gold. Wisdom is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 
She offers you long life in her right hand, and riches and honor in her left. She will guide 
you down delightful paths; all her ways are satisfying. Wisdom is a tree of life to those 
who embrace her; happy are those who hold her tightly.


