
“Giving – How, What, and When” 
Matthew 6:1-4 

 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by 

them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven. “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 

they may be honored by men.  Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full. But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing,  so that your giving will be in 
secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward 

you. 
 

How should we give when we give . . . 
 

Quietly, in secret . . . 
But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing,  so that your giving will be in secret; and your 
Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. - Matthew 6:3-

4 
 

Generously, intentionally, and cheerfully . . . 
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 

who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must do just 
as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you 

may have an abundance for every good deed; 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

 
 
 
 



What should we give when we give . . . 
 

Stuff . . . time, talent, and treasure . . . 
“. . . when he saw him, he felt compassion, and he came to him and 

bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them and he put him 
on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  On 
the next day he took out denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and 
said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I 

will repay you.’” 
Luke 10:33-35 

 
 

The grace of space . . . Luke 6:38 
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and 
you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  Give, 

and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good 
measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by 

your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” 
 

The grace of forgiveness . . . 
“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as 

God in Christ also has forgiven you. 
Ephesians 4:32 

 
The grace of belonging . . . 

“And the Lord was adding to their number day by day  those who were 
being saved.” 

Acts 2:47 
 
 
 
 



So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a 
heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 

bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should 
you.  Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of 

unity. Colossians 3:12-14 
 

Love . . . 
“You have heard that it was said, His sun to rise on the evil and the 

good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you 
love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the 

tax collectors do the same?  If you greet only your brothers, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 

same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” 

Matthew 5:43-48 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Love never gives up. 
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 

Love doesn’t strut, 
Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
Doesn’t force itself on others, 

Isn’t always “me first,” 
Doesn’t fly off the handle, 

Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 

Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 

Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 

Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end.                                                                                                                                                               

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 – The Message 
 

When should we give 
 

Always and everywhere . . . 
“In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want  them to 

treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 
Matthew 7:12 

 
Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother                           

sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?” 
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times,                                              

but up to seventy times seven.                                                                                                                                
Matthew 18:21-22 

 
 
 



SO GIVE 
 

. . . and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good 
measure — pressed down, shaken together, and running over.  For by 

your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” 
 
 
 


