Revelation 8:5-7 Sunday, October 19, 2025

Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much
incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was
before the throne Revelation 8:3 NKJV

And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the
angel’s hand Revelation 8:4 NKJV

The censer cast to earth - Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and
threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake

Revelation 8:5 NKJV

The angel taking fire from the heavenly altar filled with “smoke of the incense, with the prayers
of the saints” and casting it to the earth is like that sudden lightning strike

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Revelation 6:10 NKJV

When the angel casts that fire onto the earth, it signifies that God has heard the prayers of His
people and is now responding through action

God has heard them. Now, the time for silence has ended, and His response breaks forth in
thunder, lightning, and shaking

The same censer used to contain the prayers of the saints, becomes the instrument of judgment
God hears our prayers
Throughout Scripture, prayer precedes the movement of God

- When Elijah prayed, fire fell 1 Kings 18:36—-38

- When Daniel prayed, God sent revelation and angelic help Daniel 9:20-23

- When the early church prayed, the place was shaken and the gospel advanced Acts 4:31

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry Psalm 34:15 NKJV

When God’s people pray, He pays attention. His eyes and ears are engaged, not passively, but
actively

And the Lord said: | have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have
heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for | know their sorrows. So | have come down to

deliver them... Exodus 3:7-8 NKJV

When the Israelites cried out under their oppression, God didn’t just listen, He came down to
act. His hearing led to deliverance, judgment, and redemption
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Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we have asked of Him 1 John 5:14-15 NKJV

God’s hearing is always linked to His purpose. When we pray in alignment with His will, His action
is sure, even if unseen for a time.

When Scripture says that God does not hear our prayers, it doesn’t mean He is deaf or unaware

It means He chooses not to respond favorably or to act upon prayers that come from a heart
that is in alignment with His will, His character, or His truth

Throughout Scripture, “fire” represents both purification and judgement Then one of the
seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the
altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your
iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.” Isaiah 6:6—7 and Malachi 3:2—3 Refiner with fire
When the angel hurls fire to the earth, it marks the beginning of divine judgment
The earth, corrupted by sin and rebellion, now faces the refining fire of God’s holiness
In both passages, fire from the heavenly altar represents God’s holy and purifying presence

e Inlsaiah 6, the coal touches Isaiah’s lips to cleanse and commission him for prophetic

ministry; a purifying fire
e In Revelation 8, the angel takes fire from the altar and casts it to the earth, which is a

judging fire, signaling that God’s holiness demands justice

Both moments show that God'’s response begins at the altar, which is the place of sacrifice,
holiness, and prayer

The same fire that purifies the believer also consumes evil

The moment marks the solemn reality that God’s patience has limits, and the time for His justice
has arrived

So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound Revelation 8:6
NKJV

The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to
the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up Revelation

8:7 NKJV

This verse introduces the first trumpet judgment following the opening of the seventh seal
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The seventh seal Revelation 8:1, opened with silence in heaven, a pause of holy anticipation
before the storm of judgment

The first four trumpets verses 7—-12 deal with natural creation, the land, sea, rivers, and heavens,
reminding us that God’s judgments touch the very fabric of His creation “taken for granted”

“The first angel sounded”

This is the beginning of the trumpet sequence, the opening salvo of divine judgment on a
rebellious world

The trumpet (Greek: salpigx) sp (Cell-Pig-Axe) in symbolizes both announcement and action

e Acall to battle Numbers 10:9
e A call to worship or assembly Exodus 19:16-19
¢ Asignal of God’s intervention Joel 2:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:16

Here, it marks the start of retribution, heaven’s declaration that God is executing His plan
“And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood”
This echoes the seventh plague of Egypt

And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire
darted to the ground. And the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt. 24 So there was hail, and fire
mingled with the hail, so very heavy that there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it
became a nation. 25 And the hail struck throughout the whole land of Egypt, all that was in the
field, both man and beast; and the hail struck every herb of the field and broke every tree of the
field. Exodus 9:23-25

The imagery blends natural and supernatural elements, destructive weather “hail”, divine “fire”
symbol of God’s wrath, and “blood” symbol of death and judgment

The inclusion of blood signals that these are not just natural disasters but divinely directed acts
of judgment involving loss of life

Some thoughts regarding the Interpretations:

e Theological: A declaration that God’s holiness consumes sin, purifying creation through
fire

e Literal: A catastrophic meteorological event, perhaps volcanic or cosmic in nature that
burns vegetation

e Symbolic: Judgment on the earthly realm, human systems rooted in the earth, now being
purged. This phrase refers to structures, governments, economies, and cultures built on
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worldly values rather than on God'’s truth. They are “rooted in the earth,” meaning
they’re grounded in human pride, materialism, corruption, or self-sufficiency, not in
Jesus’s righteousness

“And they were thrown to the earth”

The phrase emphasizes divine initiative; this is not random chaos, but heaven-sent discipline

The word “thrown” (balld in Greek) (Bal-oohh) carries the sense of purposeful casting

The same verb appears in Revelation 8:5, when the angel “throws” fire from the altar to the
earth, linking the prayers of the saints and God’s justice

1 Samuel 17:40-49 NKJV

“And a third of the trees were burned up”

Trees in Scripture often symbolize stability, prosperity, and life Psalm 1:3, Jeremiah 17:8

To burn a third of them represents a partial yet severe blow, God’s measured wrath

The repeated “one-third” pattern throughout the trumpets shows both judgment and mercy:

e Judgment: God’s wrath is real and devastating
e Mercy: It's restrained, not total, giving time to repent

“And all green grass was burned up”
Grass represents the frailty of life Isaiah 40:6-8;

All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its
flower falls away 1 Peter 1:24 NKJV

But the word of the Lord endures forever 1 Peter 1:25 NKJV

This destruction demonstrates that humanity’s life and abundance are fragile before God'’s
holiness

Some scholars suggest the “grass” symbolizes human prosperity; everything that flourishes
without roots in God will wither in the fire of His justice

Interestingly, later in Revelation 9:4, grass is said to grow again, showing that these judgments
are temporary, not final. Even in wrath, God’s mercy renews the earth
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Reflect and respond:

Take God’s Word Seriously: These trumpet judgments are not distant myths but divine warnings.
God’s holiness demands a response

Our Prayers Matter: The judgments begin only after the incense (the prayers of the saints)
ascends. Heaven moves in response to the cries of the faithful

Don’t Place Hope in Earthly Security: Trees and grass, symbols of growth and stability, are
consumed. Only what’s rooted in Christ will endure the fires of judgment

God’s Wrath Reveals His Grace: Every partial judgment is a call to repentance before the final
one. His restraint is mercy, His purpose is redemption

Theological Themes

God’s Sovereign Control: Nature responds to God’s command. He reigns over hail, fire, and
blood The Creator who once judged Egypt now judges the world system that rejects Him

Judgment Mixed with Mercy: The “one-third” limit reveals that God’s goal is repentance, not
annihilation Revelation 9:20-21

Echoes of Exodus: The parallels between the trumpets and the plagues of Egypt remind us of the
second Exodus, God delivering His people and judging those who resist Him

Response to Prayer: The judgments flow from the altar of incense Verses 8:3-5, meaning they

are linked to the prayers of the saints. God does not ignore injustice; He answers in His time and
way
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