Revelation 6:1-2 Sunday, July 27, 2025

History and background

Revelation 6 doesn’t stand alone; it is the unveiling of a prophetic sequence that began in
Daniel

Why This Connection Is So Important
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, ¥ so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2

Timothy 3: 16-17 NIV

The precision between two books written 650 -700 years apart confirms that the Bible is
divinely inspired, not just a collection of religious thought

It proves that God sees the end from the beginning

Remember the former things of old, For | am God, and there is no other; | am God, and there
is none like Me Isaiah 46:10 NKJV

Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done,
Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And | will do all My pleasure Isaiah 46:11 NKJV

“l am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty Revelation 1:8 NKJV

It Gives Clarity About the End Times

Without Daniel, Revelation might seem too symbolic; without Revelation, Daniel might feel
unfinished

But together, they give us a comprehensive roadmap of how God will bring justice, defeat evil,
and restore His creation

It Centers Our Hope on Jesus Christ

Daniel saw visions but longed for understanding Daniel 12:8-9

Revelation shows the Lamb—Jesus—as the One who fulfills all hope and secures final victory
Knowing how the story ends changes how we live today

Confidence in God’s Sovereignty
No world leader, crisis, or empire is outside of God's control
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Urgency to Live Holy and Ready
The Tribulation, Antichrist, and return of Christ are not myths—they’re future realities

Hope for Persecuted Believers
Both Daniel and Revelation show that those who remain faithful will reign with Christ Daniel

12:3; Revelation 20:4

Passion for what we are doing as Christ Followers
If judgment is real and time is short, we are called to share the Gospel boldly and urgently

If Daniel was the blueprint, Revelation is the execution

Together, they show that God’s plan is unfolding with perfect precision, and Jesus Christ is at
the center of it all

Historical Context:
The Book of Daniel was written approximately 600 years before the birth of Christ

Daniel was taken into Babylonian captivity during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar, which
occurred around 605 BC

The visions and prophecies, especially in chapters 7-12, were likely recorded between 550 and
530 BC

Why Does This Matter

With nearly 7 centuries between them, the prophetic harmony is remarkable
Significant Correlations Between Revelation 6 and Daniel

The Sealed Scroll vs. Sealed Vision

Daniel 12:4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end...”
Daniel is told to seal up his vision because it pertains to the distant future.

Revelation 6:1 "Now | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals...”
Revelation 6 is the unsealing of end-time events that Daniel was told to seal
The Rise of a Deceptive World Leader

Daniel 7:8, 23—-25 and Daniel 8:23-25 speak of a boastful, conquering ruler—a prototype of the
Antichrist—who rises through deceit and dominion
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Revelation 6:2 "...and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was
given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer."
This rider is often interpreted as a false Christ or Antichrist figure, beginning a deceptive reign

Both books describe a powerful deceiver emerging in the last days, initiating a time of
tribulation

The progression of global chaos: War, Famine, Death

Daniel 9:26—-27 predicts a covenant, a break in peace, and the abomination of desolation,
leading to chaos

Daniel 7:21 and 8:24 mention persecution and destruction under this end-time ruler
Revelation 6:3—8 unveils: Red horse (war), Black horse (famine), Pale horse (death)

Both describe a worsening global condition triggered by this leader’s rise, marked by war,
scarcity, and death

Martyrdom and Persecution of the Saints

Daniel 7:21, 25 “The same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against
them...”

Revelation 6:9-11 "...I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word
of God..."

There is a time of intense persecution of God’s people is seen in both books
Cosmic Signs and the Day of the Lord
Daniel 12:1-2 speaks of a time of unprecedented trouble

Revelation 6:12—-17 describes the sixth seal: a massive earthquake, cosmic disturbances, and
people hiding in fear of “the wrath of the Lamb”

Both point toward a climactic time of divine judgment, often associated with the Day of the
Lord

Comparison Chart/Not For Sunday Morning

Theme Daniel Revelation 6
Sealed prophecy Daniel 12:4 Revelation 6:1 (the scroll is opened)
Deceptive leader Daniel 7:8; 8:23-25 Revelation 6:2 (white horse)
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Theme Daniel Revelation 6
War and destruction Daniel 9:26; 7:21 Revelation 6:3—4 (red horse)
Famine and economic Daniel 7:25 (wearing out the

. ) Revelation 6:5-6 (black horse)
crisis saints)

Revelation 6:7-11 (pale horse;

Death and martyrdom Daniel 7:21, 25
martyrs)

Final judgment signs Daniel 12:1-2 Revelation 6:12—17 (cosmic signs)

Daniel and Revelation reminds us that God’s plan has always been in motion, from the Old
Testament to the New

It encourages us to trust in God’s prophetic timeline, knowing that nothing catches Him by
surprise

Why does this matter

It Reminds Us That God Is in Control—Even When the World Isn’t

When life feels chaotic, unfair, or frightening, remember that our Savior is not absent
He is sovereign over every season of history, including your personal one

It Calls us to Spiritual Readiness

Are you living like today could be your last chance to trust God more deeply, forgive more
quickly, and love more freely? Revelation 6 wakes us up to eternal priorities

It Comforts You If You're Suffering or Persecuted

If you're feeling overlooked, mistreated, or spiritually weary, God sees you, too
He hasn’t forgotten you. Justice is coming, and rest is promised

It Invites us to Trust, Not Fear

If you belong to Jesus, you are sealed with His Spirit, not shaken by the storm. The chapter
ends with a haunting question

“For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” Revelation 6:17 NKJV

The answer? Those who stand in Christ. You can live with confidence, not fear
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When Are the Seals Opened?

What we can know from Scripture, especially from Revelation 6, and how it relates to timing
in the end-times framework

The opening of the seals begins in Revelation 6, immediately after the Lamb Jesus is declared
worthy in Revelation 5

The exact chronological timing of the seals, in relation to the Tribulation, the rapture, or other
prophetic events, depends on one’s interpretive view (eschatology)

Let’s look at this from three leading biblical perspectives
Three Major Interpretive Views of the Seal Judgments
- Futurist View (Most Popular Among Evangelicals)
The seals are literal judgments that occur during the 7-year Tribulation
Timing: The seals begin after the rapture of the Church (pre-tribulation view)

Seal 1 (white horse): Possibly the Antichrist’s rise, beginning of the 7-year Tribulation Daniel
9:27

Seals 2-6: War, famine, death, martyrdom, and cosmic disturbances unfold progressively
during the Tribulation

Seal 7: Precedes the trumpet judgments

The seal judgments are future events, launched at the start of the Tribulation, following the
rapture

- Historicist View

The seals represent chronological stages of church and world history from the time of Christ
onward

The seals are being fulfilled over time throughout church history, not limited to a 7-year
Tribulation

Not commonly held today among evangelicals

- Preterist View
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The seals refer to events that were fulfilled in the 1st century, especially around the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD

Seals symbolize wars, famines, and persecutions leading up to the fall of Jerusalem
This view ties Revelation to the early church’s persecution under Rome

The seals were opened in the past, during or shortly after the apostolic age
Biblical Hints About Timing (From the Text Itself, scripture supporting scripture)

Revelation 4-5: The scene is in heaven, before the seals are opened. The Church is notably
absent from earth

Revelation 6:1-2: The rider on the white horse emerges, a false peace or Antichrist figure
Daniel 9:27, 1 Thessalonians 5:3

Matthew 24:4-14: Jesus describes events (deception, war, famine, persecution) that mirror the
first five seals—implying they are early Tribulation events
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