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The Bible doesn’t just contain truth; it interlocks truth. Written over roughly 1,500 years, across 

three continents, 40 plus authors by shepherds, kings, prophets, fishermen, and a physician 

Theologians call it canonical coherence, Scripture interpreting Scripture 

Take a few examples, while we work through Revelation, we are constantly pulled backward 

The plagues echo Exodus, the locusts in Revelation 9 take you straight to Joel 1–2, the scroll 

imagery in Revelation 10 mirrors Ezekiel 2–3, the resurrection language in Revelation 20 

resonates with Daniel 12 

It’s not random repetition, It is progressive revelation 

Or consider this theological thread 

Genesis 3:15 — the promise of the Seed, Isaiah 53 — the suffering Servant, Psalm 22 — the 

pierced Messiah, John 19 — fulfillment at the cross, Revelation 5 — the Lamb who was slain 

That’s not a random coincidence; this is divine authorship across centuries 

It cross-references itself like a perfectly indexed system designed by one Mind 

And here’s the beauty in that, the God who began the story in Genesis finishes it in Revelation, 

and nothing contradicts His character along the way, that’s not just inspiring, that’s stabilizing 

But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of 

their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and 

wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk Revelation 9:20 NKJV 

And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their 

thefts Revelation 9:21 NKJV 

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of 

the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. Genesis 6:5 NKJV 

Revelation 9–10 in the larger story of scripture (the full counsel of scripture)  

When we read Revelation 9 and 10, it can feel overwhelming 

Chapter 9 is intense judgment, demonic torment, hardened hearts, and global devastation  

Chapter 10 suddenly shifts. The judgments pause. A mighty angel appears. John is handed a scroll 

and recommissioned to prophesy 

At first glance, it feels abrupt, but it is a biblical pattern throughout the entire Bible 

Throughout the Old Testament, whenever judgment intensifies, God raises a prophet  
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Grace given! Rebellion is chosen, hearts are hardened, truth is proclaimed, judgment is revealed, 

and repentance is always offered 

Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, take the little book 

which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth.” Revelation 10:8 

NKJV 

So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” And he said to me,  “Take and 

eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 

Revelation 10:9 NKJV 

Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my 

mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. Revelation 10:10 NKJV 

And he said to me, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.” 

Revelation 10:11 NKJV 

The clearest structural parallel is found in the book of Ezekiel 

Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the 

house of Israel.” Ezekiel 3:1 NKJV 

So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll. Ezekiel 3:2 NKJV 

And He said to me, Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that I give 

you. So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness Ezekiel 3:3 NKJV 

Then He said to me: “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them 

Ezekiel 3:4 NKJV 

In Ezekiel 2–3: 

• Israel is rebellious 

• Judgment is coming 

• Ezekiel is given a scroll 

• He is commanded to eat it 

• It is sweet in his mouth 

• He is sent to speak to a stubborn people 

Now compare that to Revelation 9–10 

Revelation 9 — judgment intensifies, and humanity refuses to repent, Revelation 9:20-21 

Revelation 10 — John eats a scroll and is recommissioned to prophesy again 

The book of Ezekiel was written during the Babylonian exile, between 593–571 BC 
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The book of Revelation was written around AD 95–96, during the reign of Emperor Domitian 

Approximately 680–700 years apart 

The structure is nearly identical, and Ezekiel is not the only parallel that we see 

The locust imagery in Revelation 9 recalls the Day of the Lord language in the book of Joel, where 

judgment through locusts is paired with a call to repentance 

The angel in Revelation 10, standing over sea and land and swearing by Him who lives forever, 

mirrors the heavenly oath scene in the book of Daniel 12, where an angel raises his hand and 

speaks of the completion of God’s purposes 

This is not accidental literary borrowing; this is theological continuity 

Here is the pattern running from Genesis to Revelation 

Grace given! Rebellion is chosen, hearts are hardened, truth is proclaimed, judgment is revealed, 

and repentance is always offered 

Revelation 9 and 10 are not strange interruptions in the story of Scripture 

They are the culmination of a prophetic rhythm God has used for centuries 

God never judges silently; He always pairs judgment with proclamation 

Before the next trumpet sounds, heaven raises a voice 

And that biblical pattern should shape how we understand both God’s justice and His mercy 

Another Old Testament parallel outside Revelation that connecting the two chapters 

The Book of Joel was written around 835–800 BC / 500-400 BC (post-exilic period) 

Revelation 9’s demonic locust army strongly echoes Joel 1-2 

Locust judgment in Joel 1, the Day of the Lord Joel 2:1-11, then a call to repentance Joel 2:12-17, 
an outpouring of prophetic Spirit Joel 2:28-32 

For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible; Who can endure it? Joel 2:11 NKJV 

That is the same rhythm you see between Revelation 9 and 10 

Grace given! Rebellion is chosen, hearts are hardened, truth is proclaimed, judgment is revealed, 

and repentance is always offered 
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Joel even anticipates the prophetic expansion to the nations in Joel 2:28–32, which aligns with 
Revelation 10:11 where John must prophesy again “about many peoples, nations, tongues, and 
kings” 

The Book of Daniel (Especially Daniel 10–12) This one is huge!  

The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to 

heaven Revelation 10:5 NKJV 

and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, 

the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it,  that there should 

be delay no longer Revelation 10:6 NKJV 

The Book of Daniel was written around 535–530 BC, near the end of Daniel’s life during the 

Persian period (after Babylon fell in 539 BC). 

So the book of Daniel was written roughly 620–630 years before Revelation 

Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the other on 

that riverbank. Daniel 12:5 NKJV 

And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long shall 

the fulfillment of these wonders be?” Daniel 12:6 NKJV 

Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up 

his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for 

a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely 

shattered, all these things shall be finished. Daniel 12:7 NKJV 

Daniel 12:7 describes an angel “standing over the waters, raising his hand to heaven, swearing 
by Him who lives forever.” 

Now compare that to Revelation 10:5–6: The mighty angel stands on sea and land, raises his 
hand to heaven, and swears by Him who lives forever and ever 

That’s not accidental. That’s a deliberate literary reiteration 

Daniel was told to seal the prophecy 

But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end Daniel 12:4 NKJV 

Revelation 10 is the unsealing moment 

Daniel = Seal it, Revelation = Time no longer delayed Revelation 10:6 
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Revelation 9 shows the end-time judgments Daniel foresaw, while Revelation 10 shows the 
transition from sealed prophecy to final fulfillment 

The Exodus Pattern (Especially Exodus 7–10) 

Plagues fall, hearts harden, people do not repent 

But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them Exodus 9:12 NKJV 

Revelation 9:20–21 says mankind did not repent…. 

Grace given! Rebellion is chosen, hearts are hardened, truth is proclaimed, judgment is revealed, 

and repentance is always offered 

Judgment never comes without warning. God always speaks before He strikes 

The Big Biblical Pattern 

Across Ezekiel, Joel, Daniel, and Exodus, you see this recurring sequence 

Grace given! Rebellion is chosen, hearts are hardened, truth is proclaimed, judgment is revealed, 

and repentance is always offered 

Revelation 9 and 10 are not isolated scenes in the Bible 

They are the climax of a prophetic pattern that runs through the entire Bible 

The Lifeguard and the Drowning Swimmer  

The Firefighter at the Door  

A Father Holding Out His Arms 

Trust in God 

Don’t tear your clothing in your grief, but tear your hearts instead.” Return to the Lord your God, 

for he is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. He is eager 

to relent and not punish. Joel 2:13 NLT  
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