Small Group Guide: Numbers
Opening Prayer

Begin your group time by thanking God for His faithfulness and asking the Holy Spirit to guide
your discussion and application.

Ice Breaker

Share about a time when you were preparing for a big trip or event. What happened when things
didn't go according to plan?

Key Takeaways

1. Numbers Continues the Story

*  Numbers picks up immediately after Leviticus (only one month later)
e The book shows Israel preparing to enter the Promised Land
e  Everything in chapters 1-10 builds momentum toward conquest

2. The Pattern of Rebellion

. Movement toward God's purpose — Rebellion — Judgment — God's faithfulness —
Movement resumes

e This pattern appears in Exodus (golden calf) and throughout Numbers

e Israel's rebellion threatened to derail God's plan, but His covenant faithfulness prevailed

3. The Abrahamic Covenant is Central

. God's commitment to Abraham's descendants is unconditional
e Israel's hope doesn't rest in their faithfulness but in God's promises
e The Balaam oracles confirm God will fulfill His covenant despite Israel's failures

4. The Coming King is the Ultimate Hope

e Numbers 24 points to a future King from Israel who will mediate God's blessing
o This King will crush God's enemies (Genesis 3:15)
e Jesus is the "bright and morning star" - the herald of a new day



Discussion Questions

Understanding the Text

1. What surprised you most about the book of Numbers from this teaching? How does
understanding it as part of the larger story change your perspective?

2.  Why did Moses spend 10 chapters on logistics and preparation? What was he trying
to communicate to his readers?

3. Read Numbers 10:33-36. What makes this such a pivotal passage?
Going Deeper

4. The session identified a repeated pattern: preparation — rebellion — judgment —
grace — renewed movement. Where do you see this pattern in Scripture?

The Gospel Connection

5. The session emphasized that Israel kept failing as the "kingdom of priests" meant to
bless the nations. How does this make you appreciate Jesus as the true Israel who
succeeded where they failed?

6. Read Numbers 24:17 and Revelation 22:16. How does Jesus fulfill Balaam's prophecy?
What does it mean that He is the "bright and morning star"?

7. Balaam said, "Blessed are those who bless you" (24:9), echoing Genesis 12:3. How
does this point us to Christ?

Personal Application

8. The session ended with hope in the coming King who will "make all things new."
How does this future hope affect how you live today?

Closing Prayer

Pray together, focusing on:

*  Confession: Areas where we've rebelled or complained like Israel

e  Thanksgiving: God's faithfulness despite our unfaithfulness

*  Hope: The coming of Christ who makes all things new

*  Commitment: To trust God's purposes even when the journey is difficult



