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Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 | “Time’s Up!” 
 
Sermon Application Review from Ecclesiastes 1:12–2:26 
How did you lay down your primary pleasure this past week (1:12–2:26)? 
How did you celebrate a specific good gift from God (2:24–26)? 
  
Scripture References  
Ecclesiastes 3:1–15 
Isaiah 55:8–9 
Acts 1:6–7; 17:26 
Romans 8:28–29 
Galatians 4:4–5 
Ephesians 5:15–17 
James 4:13–15 
 
Study Questions 
1. How does it make you feel to know that God is ultimately in charge of all the events in your life 

(3:1)? Are you comforted by this reality? If so, how does this truth comfort you? Do you find God’s 
sovereignty a bit disconcerting? How so? Read Proverbs 16:9; 19:21; 21:1; Daniel 4:25; Acts 17:26; 
James 4:13–15. What things do you seek to control? What might it look like to surrender control to 
the Lord?  
 

2. Do you agree with Solomon that God’s plan includes a time for “everything” (3:2–8)—even war, 
death, mourning, and hate? Why or why not? When have you experienced the ebb and flow of life? 
Do you find this constant, pendulum-like description of life comforting or discouraging? Why? Are 
you able to “take life in stride” or do you have extreme highs and lows, dependent upon your 
circumstances? If the latter, what can you do to be more spiritually consistent? How could you have 
a wiser perspective on your time? 

 

3. How have you seen 3:11 proven true your life and the lives of others? Can you sense a longing for 
the eternal in yourself and others? How does this flesh itself out? How has God made “everything 
appropriate in its time” in your life? What expressions of this have you seen recently?  

 

4. When you think of the gifts God has given you, what or who immediately comes to mind (3:12)? 
How often do you express your gratitude to God for His many gifts? How frequently do you 
acknowledge certain people as God’s gifts?  

 

5. What does it mean to fear God (3:14–15)? How does the fear of God manifest itself in your life? 
Read 5:7; 8:12–13; 12:13–14; Proverbs 1:7; 2 Corinthians 5:9–11; 7:1; Philippians 2:12–13; and 1 
Peter 1:13–17. What insights from these passages cause you to have a greater sense of awe and fear 
of God? How do you reconcile these passages with 1 John 4:18? 
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