Our Heavenly Heritage

Part 8 Growing Strong in Jesus Christ

1. We Grow in Jesus Christ according to His Work.

“7 Now grace was given to each one of us according to the measure
of Christ’s gift. & For it says: When he ascended on high, he took
the captives captive; he gave difts to people. Pam 6818 9 Bt what does
“he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower
parts of the earth? 1°The one who descended is also the one

who ascended far above all the heavens, to fill all things.”
Ephesians 4.7-10 (CSB)

“4Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit. > There are
different ministries, but the same Lord. ¢ And there are different
activities, but the same God works all of them in each person. 7 A
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each person for the common
good: 8to one is given a message of wisdom through the Spirit,
to another, a message of knowledge by the same Spirit, ? to another,
faith by the same Spirit, to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
19to another, the performing of miracles, to another, prophecy,
to another, distinguishing between spirits, to another, different
kinds of tongues, to another, interpretation of tongues. ' One
and the same Spirit is active in all these, distributing to each
person as he wills.” 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (CSB)

2. We grow in Jesus Christ according to His Wisdom.

“11 And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, '?to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ,'3 until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son,
growing into maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness .”

Ephesians 4:11-13 (CSB)

“38 peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your
children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God
will call.” 4° With many other words he testified and strongly urged
them, saying, “Be saved from this corrupt generation!” *! So those
who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about
three thousand people were added to them. *?They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread, and to prayer.” Acts 2:38-42 (CSB)

3. We grow in Jesus Christ according to His Will.
“14 Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the waves
and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning
with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. > But speaking the truth
in love, let us grow in every way into him who is the head—Christ.
' From him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every
supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building
itself up in love by the proper working of each individual part.”
Ephesians 4:14-16 (CSB)

“29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all do
miracles? 3¢ Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?
Do all interpret? 3! But desire the greater gifts. And | will show you
an even better way. . . 'If | speak human or angelic tongues but
do not have love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If |
have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have all faith so that | can move mountains
but do not have love, | am nothing. 3 And if | give away all my
possessions, and if | give over my body in order to boast but do
not have love, | gain nothing. * Love is patient, love is kind. Love
does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, > is not rude, is not

self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs.
6 ove finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 71t

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. 8 Love never ends.” 1 Corinthians 12.29-31, 13:1-8 (CSB)




