PRAYING

Mission Focus: St Louis, Missouti
In our missions’ focus this week, let’s
head to St. Louis, Missouri. That’s
where our missionaries, Michael and
Traci Byrd, have planted a new church
near to where they grew up in North
St. Louis. Once they got out, they
never thought about going back — not
until God called them back to plant a
church, that is. They planted Faith
Community Bible Church in the
Jennings area, where poverty and high
crime rates grind away at life. Michael
established a “meet local needs”
approach to evangelism and ministry.
That means they share the Gospel as
they provide food, clothing or job
training,

Traci brings women into their home to
teach them how to cook. She doesn’t
teach the fancy dishes like on the
cooking shows. Rather, she shows
women how to whip up inexpensive
meals from low-cost, basic foods —
and stretch household budgets until
they squeak.

They go shopping with members —
and disciple. They teach budget skills
— and evangelize. They weave the
Gospel into every corner of
community life possible. Michael and
Traci say many people around them
feel abandoned and uncared for. They
mean for their church to replace those
feelings with certainty they are loved by
God and important in His sight. Let’s
ask God to bless the church and
magnify its impact for miles around
North St. Louis.

FROM PAMPLIN

Church of the Week
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Pamplin, VA

Shut-in of the Month
Nancy Dickerson

418 Mountain View Rd
Pamplin, VA 23958

Prayer Concerns from Congregation

Government Leaders

o For the president and his
economic advisors as they assess
and craft strategies surrounding
the U.S. economy and address
inflation.

e For Speaker McCarthy as he
oversees negotiations around the
raising of the nation’s debt
ceiling..

e For our Commonwealth’s
legislators meeting for the next 6
weeks in Richmond.

Church Leadership
Debbie Jamerson Church Financial
Secretary and Finance Committee.
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Sermon Wolves in Shepherds Clothing

Acts 20:29-31 Pastor David Sexton

“I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock, and from among your own selves will arise
men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.
Therefore be alert...”

Introduction

Be alert!

Spotting the Wolves

*outwardly righteous, yet inwardly corrupt

*prey on weak women who naively believe

*present deceptive ideas

*the demand of their ministry is not the fruit of the Spirit but the
filling of their pockets.

Application (ADT)
Be ALERT

Be DISCERNING
Be TEACHABLE

To spot a counterteit, you need to know the genuine

ELON

Baptist Church
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