SEPTEMBER1O

Freedom to Love

As a father has compassion on his children,
so God has compassion on me.

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty

and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer

but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in
what he does. (James 1:25)

If you really fulfill the royal law according to tle
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself,” you do well. (James 2:8)

The law“You shall love your neighbor as yourselis
called two things: théperfect law of liberty” and the
“royal law.” It is the perfect law in that it encompasses
every other law. When you really love your neighbor
fervently and with a pure heart, you cannot bupkaéthe
other commandments. By keeping that one law, yeu ar
obeying all the laws. It is also the royal, or Kindaw.

It is the perfect law of liberty, or freedom, besau
nobody can stop you from loving. Once you have mgxe
your mind to love, people can say all sorts of migamgs
about you and treat you miserably, but they castoptyou
from loving. The only person who is totally freettse
person who loves.

Jesus was the perfect example of freedom in loke. T
authorities did everything to Him: they beat Hirhey
pierced His hands and His feet, they put a crowthains
on His head, they gave Him vinegar to drink, theysed
Him, they reviled Him. But the one thing they coualat do
was to stop Him from loving. He loved them to thele
(See Luke 23:34.)

If you love with that kind of love, nobody can styqu
from doing exactly what you want to do—love. Thsawhy
love is called théperfect law of liberty.”



Thank You, Lord, that You care so much.
| proclajm that | have made up my mind
to love in obedience to God'’s perfect law
of liberty. As a father has compassion on
his children, so God has compassion on
me. Amen.



