FEBRUARY 3

Peace and Assurance

Through the blood of Jesus, | am justified, made
righteous,
just-as-if-I'd never sinned.

In the book of Isaiah, we read about another result
righteousness in the Christian life: “The work of
righteousness will be peace, and the effect ofemlsness,
guietness and assurance forever” (Isaiah 32:17).

Three products of righteousness are given in thiser
peace, quietness, and assurance. They all cometifrem
realization that we have been made righteous with t
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Another result is described in Romans 14:17: “lrer t
kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Yesterday’s reading showed us that righteousness
brings boldness; today, we add to that peace, rpsst
assurance, and joy. All these things are produéts o
righteousness. If we do not receive Christ’s rightness
by faith, we will struggle and try to attain alletfe other
characteristics without ever achieving them. piaghetic to
see Christiangying to be joyful or peaceful, or trying to be
relaxed or assured. Someone has told them they tmigé.

But it is my experience that when they really get t
assurance of sin’s forgiveness and righteousnegaitby
they will find it just happens. Joy flows naturalljeace
comes without effort. Assurance is present. Boldnes
expresses itself. The root problem is getting pedpl
realize that they have been made righteous with the
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Thank You, Lord, for the blood of Jesus. | proclaim
that | have been made righteous with His
righteousness, and | step by faith into the peace,
assurance, and joy that this realization brings.
Through the blood of Jesus, | am justified, made
righteous, just-as-if-I'd never sinned. Amen.
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