WlTNESSlNG LEADERSHIP
| Acts 6-7 (pg 97%
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1In those days as the d1sc1ples were 1ncreas1ng in
- number, there arose a complaint by the Hellenistic
~ Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were
beinérerlooked in the daily distribution: |
“The Twelve summoned the whole company of the
disciples'and said, “It would not be right for us to give
up preaching the word of God t on tables.
3Brothers and sisters, select from among you seven
men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom,
whom we can appoint to this duty, 2But wewill devote
ourselves to prayer and to the n1str of the word ¥
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- “We have now seen the three tactics which the devil

- employed in his overall strategy to destroy the church

- ¢First, he tried through the Jewish authorities to
suppress.it by force; sécondly'through the married
couple Ananias and Sapphira to cerrupt it by hypocrisy;
and thirdly through some squabbling widoews to
distract its leadership from prayer and preaching, and
so expose it to error and evil. If he had succeeded in any
of these attempts, the new commumty of Jesus would
have been anmhllated in 1ts 1nfach |
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~ °This proposal pleased the whole company. So they
- chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
and Philip; Proecherus, Nicanor, Fimon, Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a convert from Antioch. ¢They had them
stand before the apestles, who prayed and laid their
hands on them. sl
7S the word.of God spre_ad, 'the disciples in Jerusalem
increased greatly in number, and a large group of |
priests became obedient to the faith.
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" 1) GROWING PAINS (6:1-7)
2) STEPHEN'S BETRAYAL
(6:8-15)
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= .8Now Stephen full of grace and power was

- perferminggreat wonders and.signs among the
- people. 9Opp051t10n arose, however, from some
members of the Freedmen’s Synagogue, composed
of both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some
from Cilicia and Asia, and they began to argue
with Stephen. 1°But they were unable to stand up
against his wisdom and the Sp1r1t bV whom he
was speakmg ‘ .
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IlThen tHey secrefly persuaded some men to say, “We
- heard him speaking blasphemous words against Moses
- and God.” 2They stirred up the people, the elders, and

~ the scribes; so they came, seized him, and took him to
the Sanhedrin. 3¥They also presented«false witnesses:
who said, “This man never stops speaking against this
helyplace and thelaw. 14For we heard him say that
this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and
change the customs that Moses handed down to us.”
LAnd all who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked
intently at him and Saw that his face was 11ke the face
of an angel | :
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" 1) GROWING PAINS (8:1-T)

~ 2) STEPHEN’'S BETRAYAL
(B:8-15)

3) STEPHEN'S SERMUN
: [7153] o -
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' Stephen S dlscourse can be understood as
centering around one point:God’s transcendent
presence will not be limited by any building, ‘
region, or even people group; it is found in the
person of Jesus.”"
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- 2“Brothers and fathers,” he replied, “listen: The
God of glory appeared toour father Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he settled in
Haran, 3and said to him: Leave your country and

relatives, and come to the land that I will show
you.




- 7"The patriarchs became jealous of Josephand
sold him into Egypt, but God was with him 1%nd
rescued him out of all his troubles. He gave him
favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, who appointed him ruler over Egypt and
over his whole household ‘-




7“As¢he-t-1me wasapp;eaehmg tse~f—ul£111 thepreml—se~
that God had made to Abraham, the people flourished
- and multipliéd.in Egypt 8until a different king who did
- not know Joseph ruled over Egypt. ?He dealt ' :
deceitfully with our race and oppressed our ancestors =
by making them abandon their infants outside so that
they wouldn'’t survive. 29At this time Moses was born,
and he was beautiful in God's sight. He was cared for in
his father’s home for three months. 2When he was put
outside, Pharaoh'’s daughter adopted and raised him as
her own son. 22So Moses was educated in all the |
wisdom of the Egyptlans and was powerful in hlS
speech‘and“actmnsm £ N e
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29“When he heard thls Moses fled and became an
 exile in the land of Midian, where he became the
- father of tworsons. 3Afterfortyyears had passed,
an.angelappeared to him in the wilderness of
‘Mount-Sinai, in the flame of a burning-bush. A
31When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight.
As he was approaching to look at it, the.voice of
the Lord\came: 32 am the God of your ancestors —
the God'of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. ‘
Moses began to. tremble and d1d not dare to look
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~ 3"This Moses, whom they rejected when they
- said, Who appointed you a ruler and a judge? —
this one God sent as a ruler and a deliverer i
through the angel who appeared to him inthe
bush. 3¢This man led them out and performed
wonders and signsin the land of Egypt, at the Red
Sea, and in the w1lderness for forty years.
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- 37"This is the Moses who said to the Israelites: God
~ will raise up for you a prophet like'me from .
- among your brothers. 33He is the one who wasin
the assembly in the wilderness, with the angel
who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our
ancestors. He received living oracles to give to us.
3%0Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him.
Instead, they pushed him aside, and i in their
hearts turned back to Egypt e
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~ “8put the Most ngh does not dwell in sanctuarles
- made with hands, as the prophet says: - '
49Heaven is my throne, @

and the earth my footstool.

What sort of house W111 you bu11d for me?

says the Lord,

or what will be my resting place?

>0Did not my hand make all these thmgs7
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o 1“You Stlff necked people W1th unc1rcumc1sed

- hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy
- Spirit. As your ancestors did, you do also. >?Which
of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute’
They even killed those who foretold the coming
of theRighteous One, whose betrayers and e
murderers/youhave now become. 33You recelved _
the law under the direction of angels and yet
have not kept 1t ' :
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.2) STEPHEN'S BETRAYAL
(6:8-18)

<3) STEPHEN'S SERMON
(7:1-S3)

TR T
- PART.2,(7:54-60) . !
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- >*When they heard these things, they were

- enraged and gnashed their teeth at him.
>>Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into
heaven. He saw theglory.of God, and Jesus f
standing at the right hand of God. 5¢He said, “Look,
[ see the heavens opened and the Son of Man ~
standing at the rlght hand of God' bl




57They Velled at the top of the1r voices, covered
~ their ears, and together rushed against him.

- 8They dragged him outof the city and beganto
stone him. And the witnesses laid their garments
at the'feet of a young man named.Saul. ?While
they were stoning Stephen, he called out).'Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit! “°°He knelt downand
cried out with a loud voice Lord, do not hold this
sin against them!” And after saying this, hefell
asleep | ‘ e e
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Then Jesus sa1d Father forgive them because
- they do not know what they are doing.” And they
divided his clothes and cast lots

And Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father,
into your hands I entrust my sp1r1t Saying this,
he breathed his last ~ 4

~ LUKE 23:34. 46
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“If the World hates Vou understand that 1t hated me
. before it hated you. If you were of the world, the
- world would love you as its own. However, because
~ you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out
of it, the world hates you. Remember the word I '
spoke to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.’ If they persectited me, they will also
persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also
keep yours. But they will do all these thingstoyou
on account of my name because they don't know
the one who sent me.”

. J OHN 15:18-21
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