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AUGUST 17 SERVICE - OUR GENEROUS
clo

Aug 17,2025 - Mike Strand

This week, we begin a new series looking at our generous God. As we begin this series, we'll focus on 2 Corinthians 8:9, which
describes the gospel through a lens of generosity. How do we live as children of this generous God? What does it look like in our daily

lives? Join us Sunday as we begin this exploration of our generous God leading to us becoming a generous people.

SERMON SLIDES SERMON NOTES SERMON MANUSCRIPT



~ The God of

GEN EROSITY

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

' Time & Talents
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 (page 1027)




1) Excelin Every Good Work

N



®The point is this: The person who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows
generously will also reap generously 7chh person

should do as he has decided/i m hls heart
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“He d|sfr|bu:1'ec| freely;
he gave to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.



The more generous Americans are, the more
happiness, health, and purpose in life they
enjoy...generous practices actually create enhanced
personal well-being.

The Paradox of Generosity



“A stingy Christian is a contradiction in terms. We
ourselves have been gifted into new life in Christ. We
have been gifted into becoming givers.”

Dane Ortlund



'Now the one who provides seed for the sower and
bread for food will also provide and m[|y your
seed and increase the harvest of your

righteousness. "You W||| be er]rlched in every wa







“Here and throughout this passage Paul is
saying once again that we can do the right
thing from the wrong motives. The questionis
not only what we do, but also_ why.”

Dane Ortlund
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senerous and willin g to s
for ’rhemselves as a gooc ounda’rion for the
nge, so that they may take hold of what is

o 1 Timothy 6:17-19




In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves
as a firm foundation For the coming age, so ’rha’r
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they may take hold of ¢ e ’rha’r is truly fife—,

I Tlmothy 6 19 (NIV)
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ve come so that they may have life and have it

John 10:10



1) Excelin Every Good Work
2) With Time (1 Thess. 2:8)
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“If Geneva’s cathedral seemed a silent, impassive
withess to the passing of seasons and years, her six
bells—the “voices” of St. Pierre—were neither silent
nor inattentive to change. In the late Middle Ages, the
bells of the cathedral marked the boundaries of daily
existence and heightened the drama of urban life. Bells
were rung to announce the beginning (4 a.m.) and end
(9 p.m.) of the day; bells called people to worship and
prayer; bells sounded the alarm of plague and fire;
bells celebrated the glad tidings of feast days and the
arrival of distinguished visitors; bells mourned the

dead.” -
Scott Manetsch



Dear friends, don’'t overlook this one fact: With the
Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years like one day. The Lord does not
delay his promise, as some understand delay, but
is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but

all to come to repentance.
2 Peter 3:8-9



Being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready
to share with you not only the gospel of God but

A

also our own selves, because you had become very

dear to us.

1 Thessalonians 2:8



1) Excelin Every Good Work
2) With Time (1 Thess. 2:8)
3) With Talents (Matt. 25:14-30)
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“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey.
He called his own servants and entrusted his
possessions to them. To one he gave five talents, to
another two talents, and to another one talent,
depending on each one’s ability. Then he went on a

journey.’
Matthew 25:14-15



“His master said to him, 'Well done, good and
faithful servant! You were faithful over a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things.
Share your master’s joy.”

Matthew 25:21, 23



“His ' master replied to him, 'You.ewil, 162y servant! If
you knew that | reap whére | haven't sown and gather
where | haven't scattered, then you should have
deposited my money with the bankers, and | would
have received my money back with interest when |
returned.

So take the talent from him and give it to the one who
has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be
given, and he will have more than enough. But from
the one who does not have, even what he has will be
taken away from him. And throw this.good-for-nothin
servant into the outer darkness, where there will be

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matt. 25:26-30




Now concerning spiritual gifts: brothers and sisters,
| do not want you to be unaware..There are
different gifts, but the same Spirit. There are
different ministries, but the same Lord. And there
are different activities, but the same God works all
of them in each person. A mamfes’rahon of the
Spm’r |s glven to each ﬁé common
good h
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ICormth|ans 12:1,4-7



e faith an
God'’s Son, growing intt
measured by Christ's f

Ephesians 4:11-13



Nursery (?)
Preschool (?)

Children’s -
Erin

Elementary (?)
Kimberly

Assimilation (Linda,

Associate Lynn, Paula)

i Communication (?)
—~nieah Finances (?)
Life Groups
Music (Tami)
Safety (Glenn)
Youth (Molly)

A(()jfrgf: ) ) Communication (?)

Database (Deb)
Heather Hospitality (?)

Other Office Staff (?)

Adult Equip (?)
Care (?)
Facilities (Eric Z)
Mercy/Outreach (?)
Men’s (?)

Missions (Roger)
Tech (Josh H)
Women’s (Tami)
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~ The God of
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Time & Talents
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
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