
PsaLhm17-VindicationandProtectlonfortheRighteous

Uniqueness of this Psalm:
a     The psalm is similarto psalm 16 where David is aware of danger and his faith

encourageshimnottofear,andDavidisconvincedthatGodwillnotabandon
him;yetinPsalm17adifferent,immediatedanger,ispressinghimtoneed
urgenthelpfromtheLORDandhereheanticipatesagloriousfutureinthe
presence of the LORD.

®     Structure of psalm 17: petition is presentedtothe LORD (w.1-2); a

professionofinnocence(w.3-5);anadditionalpetition(w.6-12);and,
finallyanappealfordeliverancefromtheworldlywicked(w.13-15).

®     The category of this psalm is nota lament; but, rather a prayer songwith
multiplepetitionsandafocusontheinnocentperson'sprayerforprotection.

Summary:
•     Conscious of his own uprightness but surrounded by enemies whose portion

is in this life only, the psalmist prays to be kept from the evil world
oppressinghim,confidentthathewillseetheabundantfavoroftheLORD.

Outline for Study:
I.ThepsalmistconfidentlyappealsthathiscauseisrightandhislifeisupI.ight
(-.1-5)`He petitiions God t,o hear that his cause ls ju:t (y`v.1-2).

®     There is no hypocrisyinhis cause (v,1).
a     Thevindicationmustcome from God himself (v. 2).

He declares his righteousness in thought and dee_d (w. 3-5).
•     God's examination of his heart finds nothingwrong (v. 3).
®     He has kept himself away from the destroyer (v. 4).
®     HehasheldfasttoGod'sway(v, 5).

EE.ThepsalmistpraystobekeptfromtheevilofwickedpeopleE}ecausethey
are full of vicious pride (w. 6-12)
He prays to be keptirom the oppression of _t_he vyerld (.W. 6-8).

•     The prayer is made on the basis of loyal lovebecause the LORD saves those
who take refuge in Him (w. 6-7).

•     The prayer is thathe be protected in the center ofGod's watchful care (v. 8).
He motivat±s clod in the prayer by lamenting the nature of the wicFed (w. 9-12).

•     Theyarehis deadlyenemieswhowould destroyhim (v.9).
•     They have become powerful and speak proudly (v.10).
•     They are ruthless and relentless in their persecution (w.11-12).

lil.Thepsalmist,confidentthathewillseeagloriousfuturebythegraceof
God,praystobedeliveredfromthepresentpersecutionbyworldlypeople
(vv.13-15)\ri;-;:ys-t-o'bedeliveredfromtheworldlypeoplewhoarepersecutinghimtodestrey

him (w.13-14)

/



®     He praysthatthe LORD mightdeliverhim (v.13).
®     The LORD should deliver him from men of this world who live only for the

things of this world that God provides (v.14).
Heexp:;;;Cos;irs-;;;fid6ncethathe;illseeag[oriousfutu`r:bythegraceofGod(v.15)

a     He will witness the LORD's gracious responseto his prayer.
®     He will be satisfied with the LORD's likeness when he awakes.

Application
®     This psalm is a g2nfl±en±prays±: for God to vindicate the righteous by

bringingtheoppositionandarroganceofthewickedtoanend.
a     The importance emphasis in this psalm is thatthose praying can claim to be

righteous -tested and examined by God, and yet righteous.
a     The New Testamentwill confirm thatthe  prayers of the righteous are

effectual (|ames 5:16), but especially a prayer for vindication (example,
Revelation 6:10 and Matthew 6:10).

®     A greatbeautyin this psalm is found in the expectation of the psalmist (and
the righteous of all generations) to `awake' to a glorious future and be
satisfied with the likeness of God!

®    -fir-;se who live godly lives may confidently pray fi.or yindic`at`ion ?nq p,rotecfi.on-f;;;;h;irickiid,trieircorfid-enF.3aopeingf:on:therkFoy_1:f:g,::h^a,ttheyare
';i-girtwithGoddndthattheywillenjo`ya.glorifus.future.wi_t_I.I_od=

®     The words of this psalm anticipate the New Testament words, promising
ultimate vindication for the righteous, "We shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is" -1 John 3:2,


