Gospel of Mark 14:1-72 - Lesson 13

Mark 14 showcases prophecy unfolding with exact precision. Nothing surprises Jesus. He
is fully in control, even when human treachery and injustice seem to triumph. Mark 14
reveals grace shining brightest in human weakness. Jesus' love does not fail—even when
His friends do. His sacrifice covers betrayal, denial, fear, and every failure with boundless
mercy.

Mark 14:1-2:

"After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief
priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death.
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But they said, ‘Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.

The religious leaders sought to kill Jesus but were afraid of how the public might react. Yet
in God's perfect sovereignty, Jesus would be crucified exactly on Passover, fulfilling
prophecy down to the smallest detail. Grace reminds us that even the darkest plots of man
cannot thwart God's plan. Jesus was not a helpless victim—He willingly gave His life, out of
boundless love, as the victorious Lamb of God.

Verses 3-5:

"And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman
came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and
poured it on His head. But there were some who were indignant among themselves, and
said, 'Why was this fragrant oil wasted? For it might have been sold for more than three
hundred denarii and given to the poor.' And they criticized her sharply.”

This lavish anointing symbolically prepared Jesus for His burial, revealing the deep spiritual
sensitivity of the woman—Mary of Bethany (John 12:3). True love for Jesus doesn’t measure
the cost; it pours out everything freely in response to His overwhelming grace.

The ointment, valued at three hundred denarii—nearly a year’s wages—demonstrated
extravagant devotion. Judas, according to John 12:4-6, masked his greed behind a false
concern for the poor. Legalism always finds fault with lavish displays of grace. When you
worship Jesus with your whole heart, some may misunderstand or criticize—but Heaven
sees it and calls it beautiful.

Verses 6-7:

"But Jesus said, 'Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me.
For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but
Me you do not have always."
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Jesus lovingly defends her beautiful act of worship. As His death drew near, she saw what
others missed—His true mission of love and sacrifice. Grace always cherishes sincere
devotion. When you pour out your heart to Jesus, He treasures it deeply and stands as your
protector against every voice of criticism. In His eyes, your love is never wasted—it is
precious and honored.

Verses 8-9:

"She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial.
Assuredly, | say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this
woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her."

This actis revealed as Mary’s devotion in John 12:3. It is immortalized by Jesus Himself,
showing that Heaven values love far above human recognition. Under grace, no act of love
toward Jesus is ever forgotten. Even the smallest offering, when done with a great heart of
faith, carries eternal significance and echoes forever in God's kingdom.

Verses 10-11:

"Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them.
And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how
he might conveniently betray Him."

Judas' betrayal was fueled by both greed and deep disappointment. Luke 22:3 reveals that
Satan later entered him, highlighting the intense spiritual warfare unfolding behind the
scenes. Grace reminds us that even betrayal cannot derail God's plan. Jesus knew Judas’
heart fully, yet still loved him all the way to the end. God's love remains steadfast—even
when people fall short.

Verse 12:

"Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, His
disciples said to Him, 'Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may eat the
Passover?"

The timing was perfect: Jesus, the true Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7), offered Himself
at the very feast that symbolized redemption. Grace reveals that Jesus is the fulfillment of
every Old Testament shadow. Every lamb ever slain pointed forward to Him—the final,
once-for-all sacrifice who takes away the sin of the world.

Verses 13-15:

"And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, 'Go into the city, and a man will
meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him. Wherever he goes in, say to the master of
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the house, "The Teacher says, 'Where is the guest room in which | may eat the Passover with
My disciples?' Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there
make ready for us."

A man carrying water was highly unusual, as this was typically a woman's task. This secret,
pre-arranged sign reveals Jesus' complete foreknowledge and sovereign control over every
detail. Grace reminds us that God always goes ahead of us, preparing what we need before
we even ask. Even when the way seems hidden or uncertain, Jesus has already made
provision on our behalf.

Verse 16:

"So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it just as He had said to them;
and they prepared the Passover.”

Everything unfolded exactly as Jesus said. Every detail of prophecy and preparation
revealed the sovereign hand of God orchestrating redemption. Grace reassures us that
when Jesus speaks, we can trust Him completely. He is always faithful to His Word—down
to the smallest, most intricate details.

Verses 17-18:

“In the evening He came with the twelve. Now as they sat and ate, Jesus said, Assuredly, |

say to you, one of you who eats with Me will betray Me.

In Jewish culture, sharing a meal symbolized covenant, trust, and friendship. To be
betrayed by someone at the table was an act of deep treachery. Yet Jesus, knowing every
betrayal before it would unfold, still extended His hand of fellowship. Grace invites even the
flawed and broken to sit at His table, offering love where it is least deserved.

Verses 19-21:

"And they began to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, 'Is it I?' And another said, 'Is
it 1?' He answered and said to them, 'Itis one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish.
The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born."

Judas' betrayal was foreknown by God, yet it remained a voluntary act. Prophecy does not
cancel personal responsibility—both divine sovereignty and human choice operate side by
side. Even the warnings Judas received were given in love. Grace offers countless
opportunities to turn back, but a hardened heart resists. Judas’ greatest tragedy wasn’t
merely his betrayal—it was that he never turned back to the grace that could have
restored him.
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Verse 22:

"And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and
said, 'Take, eat; this is My body."

The Passover meal is transformed into what we now know as the Lord’s Supper. Jesus
establishes a new covenant—not through the blood of animals, but through His own body
given for us. Grace is deeply personal. Jesus offered His own body for you. Every time we
partake of Communion, we are reminded that we are fully forgiven, completely healed, and
endlessly loved—all because of His finished work.

Verses 23-24:

"Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank
from it. And He said to them, 'This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
man‘)/.lll

This cup represents the New Covenant promised in Jeremiah 31:31-34, now fulfilled
through Jesus’ sacrifice. Through His blood, a new relationship between God and man has
been established. The blood of Jesus secures your complete and eternal forgiveness
(Hebrews 10:10-14). Under grace, you no longer strive to earn God's favor—you simply
receive and live in the victory His blood has already accomplished for you.

Verse 25:

"Assuredly, | say to you, | will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when | drink
it new in the kingdom of God."

Jesus points ahead to the coming Messianic Kingdom, where full fellowship with His
people will be restored in joy and glory. Grace always points forward with hope. Jesus
eagerly looks to the day when He will celebrate with His fully redeemed people—at the
great wedding feast of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9), and you are personally invited!

Verse 26:
"And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives."

The traditional Passover celebration ended with the singing of the Hallel Psalms (Psalms
113-118). Remarkably, Jesus sang praises even as He walked toward betrayal and
suffering. When you know the heart of God, praise can flow even in the darkest
moments. Grace strengthens you to worship with confidence, knowing that ultimate
victory is already assured.
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Verse 27:

"Then Jesus said to them, ‘All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it
is written: | will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered."”

Jesus quotes Zechariah 13:7, foretelling the disciples’ fear-driven abandonment—not to
condemn them, but to show that He fully understands human weakness. Grace sees your
failures even before they happen and still chooses to love you. Jesus knew their frailty in
advance, yet still called them His own and held them close to His heart.

Verse 28:
"But after | have been raised, | will go before you to Galilee."

Even as Jesus foretells their failure, He immediately speaks resurrection hope. He promises
to restore and regather them after the cross. Grace never leaves you in failure; it always
points to restoration. With Jesus, your story doesn’t end at your lowest moment—it
continues, carried forward by His unstoppable, victorious love.

Verses 29-31:

"Peter said to Him, 'Even if all are made to stumble, yet | will not be.'

Jesus said to him, Assuredly, | say to you that today, even this night, before the rooster
crows twice, you will deny Me three times.' But he spoke more vehemently, 'If | have to die
with You, | will not deny You!' And they all said likewise."

This passage explores the tension between divine prophecy and human weakness, with
a special focus on Peter’s passionate denial of Jesus' warning. Peter boldly claims that
even if everyone else stumbles, he will remain steadfast. Jesus gently warns Peter that
before the rooster crows twice, Peter will deny Him three times. In response, Peter protests
even more strongly, vowing he would rather die than deny Jesus—and the other disciples
quickly agree with him.

This moment highlights the delicate balance between God's sovereign foreknowledge and
mankind’s free will. Although Jesus foretells their actions, the disciples still act according
to their own choices. Peter’s misplaced confidence serves as a warning about the
dangers of trusting in human strength rather than leaning on God’s power. His downfall
was not rooted in a lack of love for Jesus but rather in human frailty and self-reliance.

This commentary emphasizes how crucial humility and reliance on God's strength are,
reminding us that even the sincerest intentions can collapse without divine help.
Peter’s boldness sprang from genuine devotion, yet it was based on misplaced self-
confidence.
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Zealin the flesh, without leaning on grace, is destined to fail. Grace tenderly teaches us
that sheer willpower cannot sustain true faithfulness—only Jesus can. Real strength is
not found in self-assurance but in total dependence on Him.

Verse 32:

"Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples,
'Sit here while | pray."

Gethsemane means "oil press," a powerful image of what Jesus would endure as He was
pressed under the weight of the world’s sin. Jesus entered into agony so that you could
enter into rest. Grace reveals that He bore the crushing judgment we deserved, so we
could receive the oil of joy instead of mourning (Isaiah 61:3).

Verses 33-34:

"And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be troubled and deeply
distressed. Then He said to them, 'My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay
here and watch."

Jesus' anguish reflects His anticipation of bearing sin and separation from the Father—not
merely fear of physical pain. Grace reveals that Jesus entered your darkest fears and
sorrows fully—so that today you never have to walk through sorrow alone.

Verses 35-36:

"He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour
might pass from Him. And He said, Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this
cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what | will, but what You will.""

The "cup" represents divine wrath against sin (Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 51:17). Jesus, fully
God and fully Man, submits His will to the Father’s redemption plan. Grace is born from
surrender. Jesus chose the cross because He chose you. Even when overwhelmed, He
trusted the Father's perfect love.

Verses 37-38:

"Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, 'Simon, are you sleeping?
Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Even the most passionate disciples could not stay awake in the hour of testing. Human
weakness under pressure is universal, but Jesus remains steadfast. Grace meets us in our
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frailty. God doesn’t expect perfect strength from you—He simply invites you to stay
close to Him and rely on His strength instead of your own.

Verses 39-40:

"Again He went away and prayed, and spoke the same words. And when He returned, He
found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy; and they did not know what to answer

Him.

The repetition highlights both the immense weight Jesus was carrying and the disciples’
inability to fully comprehend the moment. Grace gently reminds us that even when we
stumble again and again, Jesus never abandons us. His love remains steadfast, even
when our strength gives way.

Verses 41-42:

"Then He came the third time and said to them, Are you still sleeping and resting? It is
enough! The hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand."

The hour Jesus had prayed about had come. His resolve is firm. Heaven’s strategy of
redemption moves into its final stage. Grace faces the hardest moments with confident
trust in the Father’s heart. Jesus rose from prayer strengthened, fully committed to
providing salvation for all humanity, instead of Himself.

Verse 43:

"And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great
multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes and the
elders."

The arrest, though orchestrated by men, was ultimately under God's control, serving a
higher redemptive purpose. The seriousness of Judas's betrayal was not merely a personal
failing but a pivotal moment in the spiritual battle between good and evil. Judas's actions
were influenced by satanic forces, as indicated in other Gospel accounts. This betrayal was
a catalyst for the events leading to the crucifixion.

The arrival of the armed multitude to arrest Jesus symbolizes the encroachment of
darkness upon the Light of the world. The forces that were opposed to God's kingdom
sought to suppress the truth yet unknowingly played into the fulfillment of God's
redemptive plan.
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Verses 44-47:

"Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, 'Whomever | kiss, He is the One; seize
Him and lead Him away safely.' As soon as he had come, immediately he went up to Him
and said to Him, 'Rabbi, Rabbi!' and kissed Him. Then they laid their hands on Him and took
Him. "And one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear."

The kiss—an act of intimacy—makes the betrayal even more cutting. Jesus is betrayed with
a sign of affection. Grace shines even here: Jesus does not retaliate or resist. His love
remains steady even when faced with painful hypocrisy.

The Creator submits to being arrested by His creation. This was not weakness—this was
supreme strength restrained by love. Jesus allowed Himself to be captured so you could
be set free. Grace means He chose the cross willingly, not as a victim but as your Savior.

John 18:10 identifies Peter as the disciple who struck the servant’s ear with a sword.
His impulsive act shows that human zeal without spiritual understanding leads to fleshly
reactions. Grace doesn't advance by force. Jesus' Kingdom is built by love and surrender,
notviolence or striving.

Verses 48-49:

"Then Jesus answered and said to them, 'Have you come out, as against a robber, with
swords and clubs to take Me? | was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not
seize Me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled."

Jesus highlights their cowardice—they arrested Him at night rather than publicly. Yet He
submits because fulfilling Scripture is His greater mission. Grace surrenders to God's
timing, even when wronged by others. Jesus stayed submitted not to circumstances, but to
the Father's perfect plan.

Verse 50:
"Then they all forsook Him and fled."

Just as He predicted, the disciples scatter. Human courage evaporates without the Spirit’s
empowering presence. Grace understands human weakness. Even when you abandon
Him, Jesus never abandons you.
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Verses 51-52:

"Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked
body. And the young men laid hold of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled from them
naked."

Many scholars and early church tradition suggest that the unnamed young man in this
passage is John Mark, the author of the Gospel. This view is supported by the fact that only
Mark records this detail, hinting at a personal connection. By describing himself
anonymously, Mark may have been humbly acknowledging his presence and his flight
during Jesus' arrest. Since the disciples often gathered at the home of John Mark’s mother
(see Acts 12:12), it's possible that the arresting party went there first. Hearing of the danger,
John Mark may have hurriedly thrown on a linen cloth and rushed to the garden to warn
Jesus—but he arrived too late.

Verse 53:

"And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief
priests, the elders, and the scribes.”

This was an illegal, rushed nighttime trial—violating Jewish legal protocols. Religious
leaders plotted in darkness to destroy the Light of the World. Jesus stood alone so you
would never have to.

Verse 54:

"But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest.
And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire."

Peter's physical distance mirrors his spiritual struggle. Following at a distance often leads
to greater temptation and fear. Jesus’ love was still reaching for Peter—even when Peter's
courage faltered.

Verses 55-56:

"Now the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to
death, but found none. For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did
not agree."”

The Sanhedrin could not legally convict without two agreeing witnesses (Deuteronomy
19:15). Their coordinated lies exposed their desperation. Jesus remained silent because He
trusted the Father.
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Verses 57-59:

"Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying,
'We heard Him say, "l will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I will
build another made without hands.' But not even then did their testimony agree."”

They twisted Jesus' earlier words (John 2:19) about His body being the true temple.
Misrepresentation has always been a common weapon of religious opposition. Those
clinging to self-righteousness often misunderstand grace. Yet even twisted accusations
could not hinder God's unstoppable plan of redemption.

Verses 60-61a:

"And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, 'Do You answer nothing?
What is it these men testify against You?' But He kept silent and answered nothing."

Fulfillment of Isaiah 53:7: "He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His
mouth." Jesus' silence was powerful—demonstrating perfect submission and strength.
Jesus’ quiet dignity under false accusation models resting fully in the Father's justice.

Verses 61b-62:

"Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, ‘Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’
Jesus said, 'l am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and
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coming with the clouds of heaven.

Jesus' declaration is direct and undeniable. He claims divinity, referencing Daniel 7:13-14—
the Son of Man receiving everlasting dominion. Grace reveals the true King. Jesus doesn't
defend Himself to escape suffering; He boldly declares His identity to offer us salvation.

Verses 63-64:

"Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, 'What further need do we have of witnesses?
You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?' And they all condemned Him to be
deserving of death.”

Ironically, the true High Priest (Jesus) is condemned by a corrupt earthly high priest. They
judged the Judge of all the earth. Even when falsely condemned, Jesus remained anchored
in His Father's purpose. Grace empowers you to stand when the world wrongly accuses
you.
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Verse 65:

"Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him,
'Prophesy!’' And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands."

The humiliation Jesus endured fulfills prophecy (Isaiah 50:6) and displays the depth of
human depravity—and His steadfast love. Jesus absorbed mockery, shame, and pain so
you could stand forgiven, honored, and forever embraced by the Father.

Verses 66-67:

"Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came.
And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, 'You also were with
Jesus of Nazareth."

The danger was real—association with Jesus could have cost Peter his life. Yet fear, not
faith, dominated him at this moment. Grace doesn't abandon you when fear speaks louder
than faith. Even when you falter under pressure, Jesus' love remains.

Verse 68:

"But he denied it, saying, 'l neither know nor understand what you are saying.'
And he went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed."”

The first denial comes quickly. The rooster’s crow is God's gentle reminder—not of
condemnation, but of opportunity for repentance. Grace gives warnings, not to shame you,
but to awaken your heart and call you back into His arms.

Verses 69-70a:

"And the servant girl saw him again, and began to say to those who stood by, 'This is one of
them.' But he denied it again.”

Peter falls deeper into fear and denial. Once you start down the path of compromise, it
becomes harder to turn back without God's intervention. Even repeated failure can't
exhaust the grace of God. Jesus still had restoration in mind for Peter, even after the second
denial.

Verses 70b-71:

"And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, 'Surely you are one of them; for you
are a Galilean, and your speech shows it." Then he began to curse and swear, 'l do not know
this Man of whom you speak!"
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Peter's final denial is emphatic. Swearing and cursing emphasized total disassociation in
Jewish culture—truly heartbreaking. God sees the worst version of you—and still pursues
your restoration. Jesus was already planning Peter’s future ministry, even as Peter hit rock
bottom.

Verse 72:

"A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said
to him, '‘Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.' And when he thought
about it, he wept."

Peter’s weeping shows true godly sorrov—not hopelessness. His heart was broken, but not
beyond healing. Our Father meets us in tears. Peter’s story didn’t end here—Jesus would
personally restore him (John 21:15-17) and still call him to lead. Your failures are not final
when they are placed in Jesus’ hands.
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