Gospel of Mark 12:1-13:37 - Lesson 12

Mark 12:1:

"Then He began to speak to them in parables: 'A man planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it,
dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far
country."

Jesus gives us a beautiful picture of God's overflowing provision. The vineyard symbolizes Israel—
lovingly planted, guarded, and blessed by God's own hand. Yet the focus isn’t on human effort or
responsibility; it’s on God's unchanging goodness and generosity. Under grace, every blessing
begins with God’s initiative, not ours. Our role is simply to rest in Him, abide in His love, and let
fruit naturally flow from that relationship (John 15:5).

Verses 2-5:

“Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that he might receive some of the fruit
of the vineyard from the vinedressers. And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. Again he sent them another servant, and at him they threw stones, wounded him in the
head, and sent him away shamefully treated. And again he sent another, and him they killed; and
many others, beating some and killing some."

The servants in the parable represent the long line of prophets God lovingly sent to Israel—each
one rejected by the people. This rejection wasn’t accidental; it followed a consistent pattern of
resistance that stretched across generations. Ultimately, it all pointed to the greatest tragedy: the
rejection of the Messiah Himself. Yet even in their rebellion, God's grace continued reaching out,
offering mercy at every turn.

Verse 6-9:

"Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to them last, saying, 'They will
respect my son.' But those vinedressers said among themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill
him, and the inheritance will be ours.' So they took him and killed him and cast him out of the
vineyard. Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the
vinedressers, and give the vineyard to others.”

The "beloved son" clearly points to Jesus, the Father's greatest gift of love to the world. The
leaders' conspiracy echoes the prophecy in Psalm 2:2: "The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against His Anointed."

Though judgment against rebellion is certain, God's heart never stops reaching out. The "others"
who receive the vineyard represent the Church—grafted into God's family by grace, as Paul
explains in Romans 11. Even when humanity failed, God did not give up. Jesus stands as the
ultimate proof of His relentless goodness and extravagant love toward a world that could never
earnit.
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Jesus chose the cross so that we could freely choose eternal life. In the parable, the vineyard is
handed over to new tenants—a beautiful picture of how God’s kingdom was opened wide to the
Gentiles and to anyone willing to receive His Son by faith. Under the New Covenant, God's
blessings are not something we work for or strive to earn. They are gifts of grace, received simply
and fully through trusting in Jesus.

Verses 10-11:
"Have you not even read this Scripture: 'The stone which the builders rejected has become the
chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'"

Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22-23, a powerful Messianic prophecy. Throughout Scripture, the
image of the "stone" appears again and again—from the rock struck in the wilderness to provide
water in Exodus, to the stone "cut without hands" in Daniel’s vision. All of these point forward to
their ultimate fulfillment in Christ, the true and living Cornerstone.

Verses 12:
"And they sought to lay hands on Him, but feared the multitude, for they knew He had spoken the
parable against them. So they left Him and went away."

Though the religious leaders plotted against Him, Jesus was never a victim. He walked in full
authority and victory, even when outward circumstances looked grim. Under grace, we too can
walk securely, knowing that God's plan for our lives cannot be thwarted by the schemes of men.
God’s goodness always comes before man's response. Jesus’ love remains relentless, even in
the face of rejection. We are saved and blessed not because of our works, but entirely because of
His finished work on the cross. What the world calls rejection, God uses for glorious exaltation.
Grace does not excuse sin; rather, it overcomes sin through Jesus' perfect sacrifice.

Verses 13-15:

"Then they sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him in His words.
When they had come, they said to Him, 'Teacher, we know that You are true, and care about no
one; for You do not regard the person of men, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay
taxes to Caesar, or not? Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?' But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said
to them, 'Why do you test Me? Bring Me a denarius that | may see it."

The Pharisees, who were religious conservatives, and the Herodians, who were political loyalists
to Rome, were natural enemies. Yet they set aside their differences and united against Jesus—a
fulfillment of Psalm 2:2, where the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and His Anointed.

They carefully laid a trap for Jesus. If He said, "pay taxes," He would risk alienating His Jewish
listeners who despised Roman rule. But if He said "don't pay," they could accuse Him of rebellion
against Rome. Legalism always seeks to trap people, forcing them into impossible dilemmas
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based on outward actions and appearances. But grace sees a higher truth that sets us free. Jesus
was not caught by their trickery; He rose above it with wisdom and authority.

Verses 16-17:

"So they brought it. And He said to them, 'Whose image and inscription is this?' They said to Him,
'‘Caesar’s.' And Jesus answered and said to them, 'Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.' And they marveled at Him."

Jesus' answer brilliantly avoids their trap. He acknowledges the role of human government, as
later explained in Romans 13, yet He reminds them—and us—that God's image is stamped on
humanity, as declared in Genesis 1:26. While we are called to pay taxes and respect earthly
rulers, our ultimate allegiance belongs to God alone. This points to the beautiful reality of the
believer’s dual citizenship: we are responsible to human authorities, but we are ultimately
accountable to heaven.

Whatever bears God's image—your life—belongs fully to Him. You are made in the image of God
(Genesis 1:27), and your true identity is not found in the systems of this world but in being God's
beloved child through Christ. We are called to respect earthly authorities, but our worship,
loyalty, and belonging are directed completely to God.

Do not let your life be weighed down by the burdens of religious demands or the fears that this
world tries to impose. Instead, live anchored in your true identity—a beloved, righteous child of
the Most High, destined to fulfill His glorious purposes for your life.

Grace gives you the wisdom to rise above the traps and pressures of this world. What bears
man’s image belongs to man, but what bears God’s image—your very life—belongs fully to Him.
While earthly duties have their place and deserve our attention, your true loyalty and deepest
identity are found in God alone. Grace sets you free to live in this world without being enslaved by
it, empowering you to walk in security, purpose, and divine freedom.

Verses 18-23:

"Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him; and they asked Him,
saying: 'Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his wife behind, and
leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. Now
there were seven brothers. The first took a wife; and dying, he left no offspring. And the second
took her, and died; nor did he leave any offspring. And the third likewise. So the seven had her and
left no offspring. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise,

rn

whose wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife.

The Sadducees, who denied any belief in the resurrection or the existence of angels (Acts 23:8),
crafted a hypothetical scenario intended to mock the idea of life after death. They rejected most
of the Old Testament, accepting only the Torah—the first five books—and remained deeply
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skeptical of anything supernatural. Ironically, they tried to trap Jesus by using the law of Levirate
marriage, a law they themselves did not fully believe in. The word "Levirate" refers to the practice
where a husband's brother is required to marry the widow and provide a child after the husband's
death.

Yet for those who live under grace, there is no doubt—resurrection is real, because Jesus is alive
forevermore!

Verses 24-25:
"Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Are you not therefore mistaken, because you do not know the
Scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are

rn

given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

Jesus corrects them directly, exposing that they were mistaken both in their doctrine and in their
understanding of spiritual realities. Resurrection life is not simply a continuation of earthly
institutions like marriage—it is a completely transformed existence. It is a whole new reality filled
with glory and deep intimacy with God!

Believers will be given glorified bodies, as Philippians 3:21 declares: "who will transform our lowly
body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able
even to subdue all things to Himself." Resurrection life far transcends anything we know on earth,
ushering us into an eternal relationship with the living God.

Verses 26-27:

"But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning
bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, 'l am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You are therefore greatly

rn

mistaken.

Jesus strategically quotes from Exodus 3—the portion of the Torah that the Sadducees recognized
as authoritative—to prove the reality of the resurrection. His use of Scripture powerfully affirms
both the authority and the inerrancy of the Word of God. In God's eyes, death is never the end; His
people are always alive to Him. When you are in Christ, you step into resurrection life even now—
a life that is eternal, victorious, and unbreakable!

Verses 28-31:

"Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that He had
answered them well, asked Him, 'Which is the first commandment of all?’

Jesus answered him, 'The first of all the commandments is: "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind, and with all your strength.” This is the first commandment.
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And the second, like it, is this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." There is no other
commandment greater than these."

Jesus quotes the Shema from Deuteronomy 6:4-5, the central confession of Jewish faith. The
Shema powerfully declares the unity of God while also hinting at the mystery of plurality within
the Godhead. The Hebrew word for "one"—echad—suggests a compound unity, like a single
cluster made up of many grapes. In the Ten Commandments, we see this relationship reflected:
the first commands focus on our relationship with God, and the rest focus on our relationship
with others.

Grace brings us to the true heart of it all—an intimate relationship with God, not religious
performance. Genuine love for God is not about human striving or trying harder; it flows naturally
from receiving His love first, just as First John 4:19 says, "We love Him because He first loved us."
Under grace, we don't generate love for God by our effort. Instead, as we believe and restin His
overwhelming love for us, our hearts respond in true worship.

Loving others becomes the natural and beautiful overflow of being deeply loved by God. Legalism,
however, blinds people to the reality of God's supernatural resurrection power, keeping them
trapped in outward forms without inward life. True life is found not just in knowing Scripture
intellectually, but in knowing the heart of God revealed through Jesus Christ.

Resurrection is not just a future hope—it is a present reality, and life in Christ is victorious over
death. As believers, we are not called merely to survive within the systems of this world, but to
thrive in a vibrant, eternal relationship with our living, victorious God.

Verses 32-34:

"So the scribe said to Him, 'Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God,
and there is no other but He. And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all
the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to
him, 'You are not far from the kingdom of God.' But after that no one dared question Him."

This scribe demonstrates rare spiritual insight among the religious leaders. He recognizes that
what God values most is love, not ritual observance, as seen in Hosea 6:6. However, entrance into
God's Kingdom requires more than just intellectual understanding; it demands personal faith in
the Messiah Himself.

Jesus' words—"you are not far from the kingdom of God"—are both an encouragement and a
gentle warning, because being close is not the same as entering in. It is not enough simply to
know about love; we must experience God's love personally through Christ. The Kingdom of God
is never earned through wise answers or good intentions. It is entered by believing in Jesus, who
perfectly fulfilled the law on our behalf and offers us His righteousness by grace.
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Loving God begins not with our efforts, but with receiving His overwhelming love for us. As we
grow in grace and become more deeply rooted in His love, loving others flows naturally from our
lives. No amount of sacrifices or religious rituals can ever substitute for a true, living relationship
with God. Entrance into His Kingdom is not achieved through knowledge or outward observance,
but by simple, genuine faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.

Verses 35-37:

"Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the temple, 'How is it that the scribes say that
the Christis the Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: "The Lord said to my Lord,
'Sit at My right hand, till | make Your enemies Your footstool." Therefore David himself calls Him
'Lord’; how is He then his Son?' And the common people heard Him gladly."

Jesus challenges the shallow and incomplete understanding many held about the Messiah.
Quoting Psalm 110:1—the most frequently referenced Old Testament passage in the New
Testament—He reveals that the Messiah is not merely David’s descendant but also David’s Lord.

This powerful passage uncovers the dual nature of Christ: fully man as the Son of David, and fully
God as David’s Lord. In Him, we have the perfect Savior who came not to weigh us down with
burdensome laws, but to lift us into a living, grace-filled relationship with Himself. The "common
people" loved hearing Jesus, because grace always speaks to the humble heart, not to those
proud in their own righteousness.

Verses 38-40:
"Then He said to them in His teaching, 'Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long
robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at
feasts, who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive
greater condemnation.

God looks beyond outward appearances and weighs the heart, as First Samuel 16:7 reminds us.
Religious leaders carry a greater responsibility, and those who misuse their position will face a
greater condemnation, just as James 3:1 warns. Legalism breeds pride and hypocrisy, focusing on
external displays rather than true transformation. In contrast, grace produces humility and
sincerity, teaching us that real righteousness is not about what we do on the outside—it is about
Christ’s finished work credited to us. Those who receive the righteousness of Jesus stand free
from all condemnation forever, according to Romans 8:1.

Jesus is both the Son of David and the Lord of all—our divine Redeemer who came to bring
salvation, not religious bondage. Grace honors humility and authenticity, not outward displays of
self-righteousness. We must be cautious of any system that glorifies human performance instead
of exalting the finished work of Jesus. In Christ, we are no longer trapped under the weight of
condemnation; we are set free to live in the fullness of His grace and victory.
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Verses 41-42:

"Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And
many who were rich putin much.

Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans.”

God does not measure a gift by its size but by the heart and sacrifice behind it. Two small copper
coins—mites—seemed almost worthless by the world’s standards, yet they were incredibly
precious in God’s eyes because they reflected complete trust and surrender.

Under grace, generosity is not measured by the total amount but by the trust it expresses. The
widow’s two mites stood as a powerful testimony of her confidence in God's provision, notin
earthly security or material wealth.

Verses 43-44:

"So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you that this poor
widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury;

forthey all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her
whole livelihood."

The widow’s offering is a powerful example of true faith—giving everything she had while trusting
fully in God's provision. As Second Samuel 24:24 reminds us, true worship always carries a cost;
it is never empty or superficial. Her two small coins meant far more to God than the large sums
offered by the wealthy, because they were given sacrificially from a heart wholly surrendered and
committed to Him. In God's eyes, it is the depth of trust and devotion that makes an offering
precious, not the amount itself.

Jesus honors the widow because she gave out of a heart full of faith, trusting completely in God to
sustain her. Her offering was not motivated by obligation or fear, but by pure confidence in God's
provision. In the same way, we are called to give cheerfully, freely, and trustingly, without any fear
of lack, as Second Corinthians 9:7-8 encourages us. When we give with this heart, we declare
with our lives: God is my Provider.

God does not focus on the amount we give but on the faith and trust behind the gift. Giving under
grace is never about pressure, fear, or obligation; it flows naturally from a heart that fully trusts
God's goodness. True generosity springs from resting in God's love and provision, knowing that
He is our faithful source. In Jesus, we can live boldly and confidently, secure in the truth that our
heavenly Father cares for every need we will ever face.

This chapter shows escalating confrontation with religious leaders, deep doctrinal teaching on
love and lordship, and a precious glimpse into how Jesus values authentic devotion over public
displays. The smallest act done with the right heart echoes into eternity.
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Throughout Mark 12, we witness a rich tapestry of spiritual truths: the rejection of God's
messengers, the corruption of religious leadership, the clever traps laid before Jesus, and His
wise, Spirit-filled responses. The chapter draws our attention to the core of God's desires—
authentic love for Him, selfless love for others, and unwavering faith.

Behind every confrontation, parable, and teaching lies a greater strategic purpose: God advancing
His divine plan through the rejection of Christ, ultimately bringing redemption to all who believe.
True greatness in God's kingdom is marked not by position, wealth, or outward appearance, but by
humility, faithfulness, and love springing from a heart fully yielded to Him.
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Mark 13 reminds us that history is not spiraling out of control—it is moving purposefully
under the hand of a loving and sovereign God. Though the world may be shaken, you can
live unshaken because your life is hidden with Christ in God. Jesus' words are both a sober
warning and a joyful invitation: stay awake, stay anchored, stay expectant. His return is not
something to dread but something to long for with hope-filled hearts.

Live today not in fear of what’s coming, but in faith in Who is coming.
Jesus, your victorious King, is on His way—and His reward is with Him!

Mark 13:1-2:

"Then as He went out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, 'Teacher, see what
manner of stones and what buildings are here!' And Jesus answered and said to him, 'Do
you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another, that shall not be
thrown down."

The disciples are amazed at the grandeur of Herod's temple, unaware that it will soon be
utterly destroyed—exactly as Jesus is about to detail. Human pride often rests in outward
appearances, but under grace, God leads us to trust not in earthly structures butin eternal
realities.

This shocking prophecy was fulfilled in A.D. 70 when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and
the temple, literally tearing it apart stone by stone. No matter how impressive worldly things
appear, only the Kingdom of God is unshakable. Our true security is found in Christ alone.

Verses 3—4:

"Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew
asked Him privately, 'Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign when all
these things will be fulfilled?"

This is often called the "Olivet Discourse"—lJesus' most extensive teaching on the end
times, answering two questions: the destruction of the temple and the signs of His coming.
Jesus reveals to His close disciples that understanding end-time events is rooted not in
fear but in recognizing His lordship and grace throughout history.

Verses 5-6:

"And Jesus, answering them, began to say: 'Take heed that no one deceives you.
For many will come in My name, saying, "l am He," and will deceive many."

Spiritual deception is the first warning. False messiahs and counterfeit religions would
characterize the last days. Grace anchors us in Christ. When your heart is rooted in the
finished work of Jesus, you will not be easily deceived by imitation saviors.
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Verses 7-8:

"But when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be troubled; for such things must
happen, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines and
troubles. These are the beginnings of sorrows."

These global upheavals are not signs of the immediate end but labor pains signaling that it
is drawing near. Jesus tells us not to be troubled. Grace gives us peace even when the
world is shaking, because our foundation is unshakable in Christ.

Verse 9:

"But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten
in the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to
them."

Persecution would come both religiously (synagogues) and politically (rulers and kings).
Early Christians, including the apostles, lived this out vividly. Grace reminds us that even in
persecution, we are not victims—we are witnesses. God turns every trial into a platform for
His testimony through us.

Verse 10:
"And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations."

The spread of the gospel globally is a key prophetic milestone. This mission is still unfolding
today. Under grace, the Good News is unstoppable. God’s heart is that the message of
Jesus’ finished work will reach every tribe, tongue, and nation.

Verse 11:

"But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what
you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who
speak, but the Holy Spirit."

The Holy Spirit empowers believers during crisis moments. This is direct fulfillment of
Jesus' promise to be with us even when facing persecution. You don't need to live in fear of
not having the right words. Grace supplies everything—even your defense—through the
Spirit within you.

10



Gospel of Mark 12:1-13:37 - Lesson 12

Verses 12-13:

"Now brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up
against parents and cause them to be put to death. And you will be hated by all for My
name’s sake. But he who endures to the end shall be saved."

In the end times, betrayal will hit even the closest human relationships. Loyalty to Christ
will cost dearly. Endurance here speaks of perseverance in faith, not earning salvation.
Grace empowers you to endure. Jesus holds you fast even when the world rejects you. Your
security is in Him, and your perseverance flows from resting in His finished work.

Verse 14:

"So when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not" (let the reader understand), "then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains.”

The "abomination of desolation" has both historical and future implications. Historically, it
refers to events like Antiochus Epiphanes' desecration of the temple in 167 BC when he
sacrificed a pig in the Holy of Holies. However, Jesus' mention of this prophecy indicates a
future event, suggesting a dual fulfillment—a concept where a prophecy has an initial
fulfillment and a more complete future realization.

For the "abomination of desolation" to occur as described, the temple must be standing.
Given that the Second Temple was destroyed in 70 AD, this implies a future rebuilding of
the temple in Jerusalem, a topic of significant interest in eschatological studies.

Jesus refers to Daniel 9:27, Daniel 11:31, and Daniel 12:11—the "abomination of
desolation" is a future desecration of the temple by the Antichrist. This event triggers the
Great Tribulation. Grace gives us wisdom to discern prophetic signs. Jesus warns out of
love, not to create fear, but to prepare hearts anchored in Him. Even in times of shaking, we
are safe in Christ.

Verses 15-16:

"Let him who is on the housetop not go down into the house, nor enter to take anything out
of his house. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.”

The urgency is clear: when this prophetic event happens, there will be no time to gather
belongings. Immediate flight is necessary. Under grace, Jesus teaches us to live with a light
touch on worldly things. Our true security is not in possessions butin God's faithful leading.

11
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Verses 17-18:

"But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!
And pray that your flight may not be in winter."

This reveals the compassion of Jesus—even during judgment, He acknowledges human
vulnerabilities. Prayer becomes vital even for practical circumstances. Grace doesn’t deny
human weakness; it covers it. In every difficulty, God's heart of compassion is still active for
those who trust Him.

Verse 19:

"Forin those days there will be tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the
creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be.”

The Great Tribulation will be unparalleled in human history—far worse than any previous
war or catastrophe. This is the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7). Even in prophetic
warnings, grace shines. If you are in Christ today, you are not appointed to wrath (1
Thessalonians 5:9). Our future is secure because Jesus bore judgment for us.

Verse 20:

"And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s
sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days.”

God's sovereign intervention prevents total annihilation. "The elect" here likely refers to
believing Israel and Tribulation saints. God is always acting for the sake of His people. Even
in tribulation, He shows mercy. Grace assures us that God’s love governs the final
outcome.

Verses 21-22:

"Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'Look, He is there!' do not believe
it. For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect.”

Deception will escalate. False miracles will seek to lead even believers astray if they are not
grounded in the truth. Grace keeps you grounded in Christ. When you are rooted in His love
and finished work, you won't be shaken by counterfeit signs.

Verse 23:

"But take heed; see, | have told you all things beforehand.”

12
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Jesus lovingly warns His followers in advance. Prophecy is not meant to frighten but to
prepare. Grace gives you eyes to see and a heart to trust. Jesus is the faithful Shepherd who
leads you safely through all seasons, because He has already overcome.

Verses 24-25:

"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken."

These cosmic disturbances are literal, not just symbolic. They mark the climax of the Great
Tribulation and announce the imminent return of Christ. Even when the natural world is
shaken, grace anchors you. Our hope is not tied to earthly stability but to the unshakable
reign of Jesus Christ.

Verse 26:
"Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory."

This is the literal, visible Second Coming of Christ—not to be confused with the Rapture
(which is separate and prior). Here, Christ returns to establish His Kingdom. Jesus doesn’t
come in weakness this time—He comes in power and glory! As believers, we long for this
glorious appearing, knowing we reign with Him by His grace (Romans 5:17).

Verse 27:

"And then He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from the four winds, from
the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven.”

This gathering of the elect likely refers to the regathering of Israel and Tribulation saints at
the end of the age. Grace reminds you—you are not forgotten. Jesus gathers His own
lovingly, fully, and victoriously. Every promise of God will be fulfilled.

Verses 28-29:

"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender, and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you also, when you see these things
happening, know that it is near—at the doors!”

The fig tree often symbolizes Israel. The rebirth of Israel as a nation in 1948 is seen by many
as a major prophetic sign that the end times are drawing near. Grace teaches you not to
fear but to lift your head. Jesus says when you see these signs, hope rises—because
redemption draws near (Luke 21:28)!

13



Gospel of Mark 12:1-13:37 - Lesson 12

Verses 30-31:

"Assuredly, | say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away."

The word "generation" could refer to the generation that sees the rebirth of Israel or could
refer to the ethnic people of Israel who will remain until the fulfillment of all prophecy.
God’s Word is more sure than the ground beneath your feet. Everything visible may change,
but His promises to you in Christ are unchanging, unbreakable, and forever secured by His
grace.

Verse 32:

"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father."

The exact timing of Jesus’ return is deliberately hidden. Even Jesus, in His earthly ministry,
voluntarily limited His knowledge to model dependence on the Father. Grace reminds us
not to live in anxiety over "when" but to rest in knowing Who holds the future. Your
confidence is not in predictions but in the unchanging love of the Father.

Verse 33:
"Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is."

Believers are commanded to remain spiritually alert and prayerful—not idle or distracted—
because prophetic fulfillment can unfold suddenly. Grace inspires watchfulness, not
fearfulness. Staying alert doesn’t mean striving; it means living in continual expectation of
God’s goodness and promises.

Verse 34:

"It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants,
and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch."

The parable illustrates Jesus entrusting His Church with responsibility during His physical
absence. Every believer has a purpose in the meantime. You are not called to passivity but
to purposeful living under grace. Jesus has given you authority and a role in His Kingdom
until He returns.

Verses 35-36:

"Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the
evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—lest, coming
suddenly, he find you sleeping."
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The repeated call to watch underscores the unpredictable nature of the Lord’s return. It is
meant to produce readiness, not fear. Grace keeps you awake spiritually—not through fear,
but through love. When your heart is anchored in Christ’s love, you live alert, joyful, and

expectant, not anxious.
Verse 37:
"And what | say to you, | say to all: Watch!"

This command is universal—not just for the disciples, but for every believer across every
generation. Grace teaches us to live ready—not by striving harder, but by resting deeper in
Jesus. His return is our blessed hope, and we eagerly await Him with joyful hearts.
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