
Bible&study&for&the&week&starting&January&4,&2026 
SHARE 
What will you remember about 2025? Will you classify it as a “good year” or “bad year” in your life? 
Why?  
 
READ/STUDY/DISCUSS 

1. ReadJMatthewJ2:1-12.JWhatJdetailsJdoJweJlikeJtoJ“fillJin”JtoJthisJstoryJthatJaren’tJactuallyJthere?JTheJ

significanceJofJthisJvisitJisJevangelicalJinJnature;JtheJGospelJgoesJoutJtoJallJpeople.JWhatJcluesJandJ

contextJinJScriptureJ(bothJOldJandJNewJTestament)JtellJyouJthisJisJnotJaJshiftJinJGod’sJplanJbutJaJ

fulfillmentJofJwhatJwasJGod’sJplanJallJalong?JJJ 

2. IfJyouJwereJMaryJandJJoseph,JyouJwouldJcertainlyJnotJbeJaJstrangerJtoJunexpectedJhappeningsJ

(angelJvisitations,JshepherdsJvisiting,JaJbabyJleapingJinJtheJwomb,Jetc.).JWhatJwouldJitJhaveJbeenJ

likeJtoJbeJvisitedJbyJtheJwiseJmenJhowJandJwhenJitJhappened?J 

3. ReadJIsaiahJ60:1-6.JEpiphanyJisJaJseasonJofJlight.JSurveyingJScriptureJandJitsJimagesJofJlightJspreadJ

throughout,JhowJcanJweJapplyJtheJsignificaneJofJthatJlightJtoJourJownJlives?JHowJmightJweJbetterJ

walkJinJtheJlightJinJ2026?J 

4. ReadJEphesiansJ3:1-13.JPaulJtalksJaboutJtheJmysteryJofJGod’sJrevelationJtoJtheJGentiles.JThisJwasJnotJ

anJassumedJthing;JitJrequiredJaJparadigmJshiftJforJsomeJofJtheJleadersJofJtheJearlyJchurchJ

(especiallyJleadingJupJtoJtheJJerusalemJcouncilJinJActsJ15)JtoJnowJseeJthoseJwhoJwereJenemiesJofJ

IsraelJasJtargetsJforJevangelism.JWhatJhappenedJtoJmakeJthisJradicalJchangeJnotJjustJacceptedJbutJ

celebrated?J 

5. WhatJtrendsJdoJyouJseeJhappeningJandJchangingJasJweJenterJ2026?JTheJworldJinJchangingJquickly;J

howJmightJGodJbeJusingJthatJtoJreachJmoreJpeopleJwithJtheJgoodJnews?J 

PRAY 

PrayJforJtheJlightJofJChristJtoJshineJintoJourJlivesJandJthroughJourJlivesJinJthisJnewJyear.J 

 



HOPE LIVES HERE: WE’LL LEAVE THE LIGHT ON FOR YOU 
Matthew 2:1-12 (Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 1:3-14) 
January 4, 2026 – Pastor Eric Van Scharrel 

 

An illuminated light is a universal sign of WELCOME and HOSPITALITY.  
 

It would be easy to see Epiphany as a SHIFT in God’s plan, but it is best 

understood as the FULFILLMENT of God’s plan.  
 

It’s pretty clear what kind of king they were looking for; the difference 

was in the reaction: was this a PROMISE to be WORSHIPED or a 

THREAT to be ELIMINATED?  
 

Long before Jesus grew, did a miracle, preached a sermon, died or rose 

again, the wise men bowed down and WORSHIPED Jesus. Who is He? 

Matthew here tells you, if you’re listening.  
 

By the time the Magi got there, Jesus was not in a stable but staying in 

a proper HOUSE. Hope lived there, and His name was JESUS.  
 

The hope of Jesus is meant to enter the homes, families and lives of ALL 

people.  
 

Doors of OPPORTUNITY in 2026:  

1. The DIGITAL front door 

2. A premium on FACE-to-FACE, in-the-FLESH connection 

3. A YOUNGER generational shift 

4. A return to HOLISTIC health, connecting mental, physical and 

SPIRITUAL health 
 

“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” 

(John 1:5). 

For next week, read Luke 3:15-17, 21-22.  
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