
Bible&study&for&the&week&starting&February&22,&2026 
 
SHARE 
When you hear “God is light,” what images come to mind? What does it look like to walk in the light of 
God, versus simply believing the right things about God?  
 
READ/STUDY/DISCUSS 

1. ReadL1LJohnL1:5-2:6.LWhyLisLitLsoLtemptingLtoLminimizeLsin?LWhatLdoesLhonestLconfessionLrevealL

aboutLtheLconditionLofLourLhearts?L 

2. “Advocate”LisLnotLusuallyLtheLwayLweLdescribeLJesus,LbutLhowLdoesLknowingLHimLasLAdvocateL

changeLtheLwayLweLapproachLGod,LevenLafterLweLsin?LWhatLdepthLdoLyouLattachLtoLtheLwordL

“propitiation”LbeyondLtheLgeneralLconceptLofLforgiveness?L 

3. ReadLExodusL34:5-9.LThisLisLoneLofLtheLmostLimportantLself-revelationsLofLGodLinLtheLOldL

Testament.LWhatLisLtheLlinkLbetweenLGod’sLholiness,LjusticeLandLmercy?LWhyLisLitLimportantLthatL

weLunderstandLallLthree?L 

4. ReadLMatthewL6:9-15.LWhyLdoLyouLthinkLJesusLsingledLoutLandLelaboratedLuponLtheLconceptLofL

forgivenessLmoreLthanLtheLotherLpetitions?LWhatLdoesLwithholdingLforgivenessLteachLusLaboutLourL

understandingLofLtheLGospel?L 

5. Application:L 

PracticeLHonestLConfessionL  WhereLdoLyouLneedLtoLstepLintoLtheLlightLratherLthanLexcusingLorL

minimizingLsin?L 

ReceiveLChrist’sLMercy    AreLyouLstillLtryingLtoLpayLforLsomethingLforLwhichLJesusLhasL

alreadyLpaid?L 

ExtendLForgiveness     WhoLdoLyouLneedLtoLforgive?LHowLcanLyouLreleaseLthisLtoLGod? 

PRAY 

PrayLforLtheLHolyLSpirit’sLstrengthLtoLbeLableLtoLforgiveLasLyouLhaveLbeenLforgiven:Lmuch!L 
 



A HEART CHANGED BY MERCY 
1 John 1:5-2:6 (Exodus 34:5-9; Matthew 6:9-15) 

February 22, 2026 – Pastor Eric Van Scharrel 
 

 

“God is LIGHT, and in Him there is no DARKNESS at all.”   

                - 1 John 1:5 

 

Before we talk about FORGIVENESS, we need to learn about God’s HOLINESS.  

 

Three major self-DECEPTIONS:  

1. The lie of FALSE FELLOWSHIP (1 John 1:6) 

2. The lie of SINLESSNESS (1 John 1:8) 

3. The lie of EMPTY CONFESSION (1 John 2:4) 

 

Three glorious PROMISES:  

1. We have an ADVOCATE (1 John 2:1).  

2. We have PROPITIATION (1 John 2:2).  

3. We have ASSOCIATION (1 John 2:6).  

 

Jesus presses us to action:  

- To practice honest CONFESSION; 

- To receive Christ’s MERCY; and  

- To extend FORGIVENESS.  

 

For this Wednesday, read Genesis 32:9-12, 24-31.  
 


