
Bible&study&for&the&week&starting&January&18,&2026 
 
SHARE 
What’s your ultimate “guilty pleasure” – that thing that if someone offers it to you, you can’t resist?   
 
READ/STUDY/DISCUSS 

1. ReadILukeI4:1-13.IThisIisItheIstoryIofItheItemptationIofIJesus,IthatIhappensIrightIafterItheIhighlightI

ofIHisIbaptismI(seeIalsoIaccountsIinIMatthewI4:1-11IandIMarkI1:12-13).IHowIwouldIyouIhaveIfared?I

ThinkingIbackItoItheIIsraelitesIinItheIwilderness,IhowIdidItheyIfare?I 

2. ReadIActsI4:8-13.IPeterIspeaksItheseIwordsI–ItheIPeterIwhoIhadIaIspectacularIfailIwhenIheIdeniedI

JesusI3Itimes.IWhenIyouIfallI(fail?!)IintoItemptation,IdoesIthatImeanIit’sIoverIforIyouIandIGodIcan’tI

countIonIyouItoIuseIyouIagain?IHowIdoesIGodIputIyouIbackIintoIpositionItoIhaveIanotherIchanceI

atIfaithfulness?I 

3. ReadI2IPeterI1:2-8I(orI2IPeterI1:1-15,IifIyouIwantImore).IPeterIknewIfailureIwhenIitIcameItoI

temptation.IStill,IGodIusedIhimItoIfeedIHisIlambsI(JohnI21).IWhatIdoesIPeterIsayIaboutI“escapingI

corruption”?I 

4. WhatIhelpsIyouIresistItemptation?IWhatIhaveIyouIlearnedIfromIJesusIthatIhelps,IandIwhatIhaveI

youIlearnedIthroughIexperienceI(andItrialIandIerror…)?I 

5. TemptationIoftenIlooksIsmallIorIharmlessIinItheImoment,IbutIitsIlong-termIimpactIcanIbeI

significant.ILookingIaheadItoIthisIcomingIweek,IwhatIisIoneIpractical,Ifaith-filledIstepIyouIcanItakeI

beforehandItoIrelyIonIGod’sIstrengthIratherIthanIyourIownIwhenIthatImomentIcomes?II 

 

PRAY 

PrayIforIGodItoI“leadIusInotIintoItemptation,”IbutIdeliverIusIfromIevil.I 

 

  



LIGHT & LIFE: TESTED AND/OR TEMPTED 
Luke 4:1-13 (Acts 4:8-13; 2 Peter 1:2-8) 

January 18, 2026 – Pastor Eric Van Scharrel 
 

Walking in the LIGHT changes your LIFE.  

 

Temptations often come when you’re THRIVING.  

 

Satan also uses opportunities to EXPLOIT human WEAKNESS:  

 H – HUNGRY 

 A – ANGRY 

 L – LONELY 

 T – TIRED 

 S – STRESSED 

 

The devil’s playbook:  

1. Cast DOUBT on the WORD of God to undermine TRUST;  

2. Try to DISRUPT the created ORDER, where we live in OBEDIENCE under the sovereign authority of God.  

 

The temptation of Jesus is not just being faithful in ONE instance, but being faithful on your BEHALF where you 

would and could not.  

 

What do we do with this? 

1. Thank Jesus for His STRENGTH and CONVICTION 

2. Follow the WAY Jesus has shown 

3. Understanding the TACTICS of the devil 

 

“If we are FAITHLESS, He remains FAITHFUL…” -2 Timothy 2:13 

For next week, read John 1:35-51.  


