Revelation 3:7-13 | Devotional

FIVE-DAY DEVOTIONAL

The Door That Cannot Be Shut

A 5-day walk through Revelation 3:7-13

Read the passage out loud if you can. Let the prayer be your prayer. Let the question follow you into
your afternoon. By Friday, the goal is not that you have studied a chapter. The goal is that you have
walked through a door.

MONDAY

Know Who Jesus Is
Read: Revelation 3:7

Revelation 3:7 — “The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who
opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.”

Before Jesus tells the church in Philadelphia what to do, he tells them who he is. Four titles.
“The Holy One.” “The True One.” “The One who has the key of David.” “The One who opens and
shuts.”

This is not decoration. Mission flows from Christology. Who you think Jesus is determines
whether you will go.

If Jesus is small in your imagination such as a regional rabbi, a personal life coach, a
sentimental memory then you will not risk anything for him. But if Jesus is the Holy One who
appeared to Isaiah in the temple, the True One in a world of liars, the Davidic King with absolute
authority over every door in the kingdom then suddenly the assignment changes.

Most of us do not have an unbelief problem. We have a Jesus-is-too-small problem. We believe
in him. We just don't believe he is THAT big.

So today, before you do anything else: before you scroll, before you work, before you parent take
time to sit with the Jesus who holds the key. The one whose opens nothing can shut. The one
whose shuts nothing can open. That Jesus is the Jesus who is sending you into your week.
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Pray

Lord Jesus, you are the Holy One. You are the True One. You hold the key of David. Forgive me
for the smallness of my imagination of you. Lift my view of you today — not so I am
impressed, but so I am sent. Let my mission flow from worship. In your name, amen.

Question
Where has my view of Jesus shrunk? What would change today if I really believed he holds the
key to every door?

TUESDAY

Walk Through the Door
Read: Revelation 3:8

Revelation 3:8 — “T know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no
one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and
have not denied my name.”

Two things to see today. The door is open. And your smallness is not the problem.

The door Jesus opens is one door that swings both ways. It swings inward into the throne room
of God — access. And it swings outward into the harvest fields — mission. They are not two
doors. They are one. The same Jesus who opens the door so you can come to him opens the door
so you can go for him.

And notice his diagnosis of the Philadelphia church: “I know that you have but little power.”
Little resources. Little reputation. Little muscle. AND he has set this door before them.

Your church is not too small. Your gifts are not too modest. Your time is not too short. Your
influence is not too obscure. The door does not depend on your power. The door depends on his.

So the only question is: which door has he set before YOU this week? A coworker who has been
opening up. A neighbor whose marriage is struggling. A family member who has been quiet on
the phone lately. A child asking real questions. A first-time visitor to your church who needs to
be invited to lunch.

Walk through. He has already opened it.
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Pray

Father, I have been treating my smallness like a disqualification. Forgive me. Open my eyes to
the door you have already set before me today. Give me courage to step through. Use my little
power for your massive mission. In Jesus' name, amen.

Question
What specific door has the Lord set in front of me this week? What is keeping me from walking
through it?

WEDNESDAY

Hold the Word and the Name

Read: Revelation 3:9—10a

Revelation 3:8b, 10a — “You have kept my word and have not denied my name... Because
you have kept my word about patient endurance...”

Twice in this short letter Jesus commends the Philadelphia church for keeping his Word and not
denying his name. Twice. That repetition is not accidental.

A Great Commission church is a Word-keeping, Name-confessing church. It does not water
down what Scripture says, and it does not soften who Jesus is.

And — listen carefully — that is the very thing that puts the door of mission in front of them. The
world is not won by churches that have learned to apologize for their Bible and their Lord. The
world is won by churches that have kept his Word and have not denied his name.

Where in your life are you most tempted to soften? Maybe at a family dinner, when a relative
scoffs at “you Christians.” Maybe at work, when someone asks what you did this weekend and
you describe everything except church. Maybe on social media, where it feels safer to be vague.

Jesus says of the Philadelphia church, “They will learn that I have loved you.” The watching
world is watching. They will learn the love of Christ either by your faithful confession or by your
eventual silence. Hold the Word. Confess the Name.

Pray

Lord Jesus, give me a backbone of mercy. Help me hold your Word with conviction and your
name with joy. Where I have softened, restore me. Where I have hedged, embolden me. Let the
people around me see your love in my faithfulness. Amen.
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Question
Where am I most tempted to soften Scripture or downplay my allegiance to Jesus? What
would faithful holding look like in that specific situation?

THURSDAY

Endure the Hour of Trial

Read: Revelation 3:10b—11

Revelation 3:11 — “T am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your
crown.”

“Hold fast.” In Greek, krateo. It means grip. Cling. Take a death grip on. Jesus is not asking for a
polite handshake with the gospel. He is asking for clenched fists.

And listen to why. “So that no one may seize your crown.”

The greatest danger to the church in the last days is not persecution. It is fatigue. It is the slow,
drifting forgetfulness that lets us put down what we should be clutching. The world doesn't have
to attack us in order to defeat us. It just has to outlast our attention span.

So today: what have you been letting slip? The morning Bible reading you used to do faithfully —
still happening? The prayer list — still active? The conviction about something Scripture says —
still firm, or has it gotten soft because the culture got loud?

“I am coming soon,” Jesus says. That is the rhythm of the whole book of Revelation. Help is on
the way. The crown is real. Time is short.

Cling. Grip. Hold fast. Do not let anyone steal your crown in the final lap by getting you to relax
your fingers.

Pray

Lord Jesus, you said you are coming soon. Wake me up. Strengthen my grip. Where I have
grown drowsy in the faith, alert me. Where I have loosened my hold, tighten my fingers
around your Word and your name. I will not surrender the crown. Amen.
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Question
What have I been letting slip in my walk with Christ — not by a sudden choice, but by quiet
drift? What does “holding fast” look like for me this week?

FRIDAY

Live for the City That Is Coming

Read: Revelation 3:12—13

Revelation 3:12 — “The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God.
Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city
of my God, the new Jerusalem...”

Three names written on the conqueror. Father, City, Son.
“The name of my God.” You belong to him.

“The name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem.” You are a citizen of a city that is coming.
Not a city you build. A city that descends.

“And my own new name.” You belong to Christ. He has signed his name on you.

Here is why this matters this morning. People who live for the city that is coming are the freest
people on earth. They cannot be intimidated by what the world can take from them, because the
world cannot take their citizenship in heaven. They cannot be bribed by what the world can offer
them, because they already belong to a city of God.

This is why the early church turned the world upside down. They were not unattached. They
were attached to a better country. They lived as citizens of a new Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven, and that citizenship made them fearless in this Jerusalem.

Live as a citizen today. Of a city you cannot see, that no one can take, descending from God
himself. Let that citizenship make you free to love this world without worshiping it, and to risk
for the kingdom without fearing its cost.

Pray

Father, I am over-attached to a world that is passing. I am too easily impressed by what
cannot last and too easily intimidated by what cannot save. Set my heart on the city that is
coming. Make me free. And use that freedom for the spread of your name today. In Jesus'

name, amen.
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Question to carry into your weekend
Where am I over-attached to this world in a way that is undermining my usefulness for the
next? What does heavenly citizenship look like this weekend?

For Saturday and Sunday

Bring this week to worship. Read Revelation 3:7—13 one more time slowly on Saturday evening.
Pray verse 8 over your household. Come Sunday ready to step through whatever door Christ has
opened.

Revelation 3:8 — “Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.”
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