
Revelation 8 – Sermon Study Guide

Theme: When Heaven Goes Quiet

Big Idea: Revelation 8 reveals the Lamb governing history, responding to the prayers of the saints,
and shaking earthly systems while preserving His sealed people.

1. The Seventh Seal – Silence in Heaven (Revelation 8:1–2)

“When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.”

Heaven, previously filled with worship and praise (Revelation 4–5), becomes silent. In Scripture,
silence often precedes divine judgment (Habakkuk 2:20; Zephaniah 1:7). The silence reflects
anticipation—God is about to act.

2. The Prayers of the Saints (Revelation 8:3–5)

An angel offers incense mixed with the prayers of the saints. The smoke rises before God. Fire from
the altar is then hurled to the earth, resulting in thunder, lightning, and an earthquake.

Revelation presents prayer as integral to the unfolding of God’s purposes. The imagery echoes
Exodus 2:23–25, where God hears the groans of His people and acts in history.

3. The Trumpets – Overview (Revelation 8:6–12)

The trumpets follow the seals and portray divine judgments affecting land, sea, water, and heavens.
The repeated phrase “a third” indicates limited, restrained judgment—warning rather than final
destruction.

Trumpet One – Land Struck (8:7)

Hail and fire mixed with blood burn a third of the earth, trees, and grass. This echoes the plague of
hail in Exodus 9. The imagery signals destabilization of agricultural and economic systems.



Trumpet Two – Mountain into the Sea (8:8–9)

A great burning mountain is thrown into the sea. In Jeremiah 51:25, Babylon is described as a
‘destroying mountain.’ Mountains often symbolize kingdoms or empires. The imagery suggests the
fall or shaking of dominant powers and trade systems.

Trumpet Three – Wormwood (8:10–11)

A star named Wormwood falls, turning waters bitter. Wormwood in Jeremiah (9:15; 23:15)
symbolizes judgment and bitterness resulting from covenant unfaithfulness. The imagery portrays
spiritual and moral corruption bringing destructive consequences.

Trumpet Four – Lights Darkened (8:12)

A third of the sun, moon, and stars are darkened. Similar language appears in Isaiah 13 and
Ezekiel 32 regarding the fall of Babylon and Egypt. Cosmic darkening imagery signals the collapse
of ruling powers.

4. The Eagle’s Warning (Revelation 8:13)

An eagle proclaims, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth.” This marks an intensification
of judgment in the following chapters. Throughout Revelation, ‘earth-dwellers’ typically represent
those aligned with the world system rather than the sealed people of God.

Key Theological Themes

• The Lamb governs history – Nothing unfolds outside His authority.

• Prayer is heard – The cries of the saints matter before God.

• Judgment is measured – The repeated ‘third’ reflects restraint.

• Earthly powers are temporary – Kingdoms rise and fall under divine sovereignty.

• God preserves His people – Revelation 7 frames the sealed community within the shaking.



Conclusion

Revelation 8 presents upheaval not as chaos but as governance. The silence of heaven precedes
action. The prayers of the saints rise. Empires tremble. The Lamb reigns. The sealed people remain
secure in Him.


