
 
The Book of Revela-on  
Week 2 – Approaches to Revela3on 
August 20, 2024 

Introduc-on 

Goals 
1. To encourage believers with the basic theme and structure of Revela3on.  
2. To help you understand the meaning and significance of the book’s broad contours and specific 

texts.  
3. To equip you to read the Bible more faithfully and humbly.  
4. To s3r your worship of God, apprecia3on for His Word, and longing for the consumma3on of all 

things in Christ.  
5. To challenge our zeal (or lack of it) for evangelizing those around us.  

Ques-ons Answered 
- Why is the book so different and why does it use such radical symbolism? It is apocalyp,c literature 

so it uses these unique forms of communica,on to convey its content.  
- When was it wriTen? Mid-90’s AD 
- Does Parkway and/or the SBC have a posi3on on the millennium, rapture, etc.? No 

Review  
- Daniel 7-12 provides an example of apocalyp3c literature. 

- Narra3ve Framework 
- Discourse Cycles  
- Schema3za3on of History  
- Given by Heavenly Messenger  
- God’s Eye-view of History  
- Colorful Metaphors  
- Future Hope and Present Trouble  

Hermeneu-cal Principles  
1. Note the type of literature  
2. Note the perspec3ve of the passage  
3. Note the structure of the passage or book  
4. Note the func3on and meaning of the symbols  
5. Stress the theological and note the predic3ve with humility. 

Eschatology and the Covenants 

Inaugurated Eschatology  



Four Approaches to Interpreta-on  1

1. Preterism (Par-al Preterism) 

 

2. Historicism 

 All graphics are from the ESV Study Bible. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008. P. 2456-2460.1



 

3. Futurism  

Historical Premillennialism 

 

Dispensa,onal Premillennialism 



 

4. Idealism  

 

Millennial Views (Revelation 20:1-6) 

Premillennialism 



Classical Premillennialism 

 
Pretribulational Premillennialism 

 

Postmillennialism 



 

Amillennialism 

 

Compe-ng Biblical-Theological Systems 

1. Dispensa3onalism  

2. Covenant Theology  

3. Progressive Covenantalism  
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