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The Word is at Work

1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

1 Thessalonians 2:13 NIV
13  And we also thank God continually because, when you received the 

word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human 
word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in 
you who believe.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 Amplified Bible
13 And we also thank God continually for this, that when you received the 
word of God [concerning salvation] which you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but as it truly is, the word of 
God, which is effectually at work in you who believe [exercising its inherent, 
supernatural power in those of faith].

The word of God is a (remarkable instrument)

The Bible is both a (divinely inspired) and (deeply human) book

In the Gospels there are only (3 times) when God speaks aloud directly to 
people

Paul plants the Thessalonian church on his (second missionary journey)

Read Acts 17:1-10

Paul is only there for (3 Sabbath days) speaking in the synagogue

When God works, the devil (opposes)

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16



These words are not an excuse for (Anti-Semitism)

The New Testament books are not in (chronological order)

1 Thessalonians, 51 AD; Ephesians, 62 AD

Read Ephesians 2:11-22

“We want to visit every village and bring God’s Word to everyone. If we 
don’t put forth more effort, people will be doomed to spend eternity without 
God” – Edward Grabovenko

The identity of the Church is “one new man” composed of both Jews and 
Gentiles

“new” kainos, a new kind of thing did not exist before

The Church is to be a (unified) body in a (divided) world

Pray with 1 or 2 other people for unity and power in God’s Church – and in 
each of you
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