
The Supremacy of Christ
Colossians 1:15-23

Read Colossians 1:15-20

Read Philippians 2:5-11

The Philippians passage emphasizes the (humiliation) and the (exaltation) 
of Christ

Many scholars feel Vs 15-20 is an (early Christian hymn) Paul is quoting

Every statement about Christ in verses 15-19 is (absolutely exclusive)

Our faith must be anchored in an (accurate) view of Jesus

If Christ were only man, then he is irrelevant to our thought of God. 

If he were only God then he is irrelevant to any experience of human life.

Hebrews 1:1-3

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.
3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation 
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had 
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
in heaven.

He is pre-existent, one with God in personality and work before the (human 
expression) in Jesus

Exodus 4:22-23 

Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn 
son, and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may worship me." But you 
refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.'"

Dr. Carl Henry – “the Primeval Creator of all created things”



Jesus was given a (glorified) body and came back at a higher level

Creation involves the whole (Trinity)

The Father (willed) there should be a creation. 

The Son then (planned) it. He (programmed) it and (designed) it

The Spirit is the (executor). He carried it out. 

Read Colossians 1:21-23

There is human (responsibility) and (activity) involved in your salvation

Colossians 1:23  
You don't walk away from a gift like that! You stay grounded and steady in 
that bond of trust, constantly tuned in to the Message, careful not to be 
distracted or diverted… (The Message)

Salvation should not be viewed as a (transaction) but as a (journey in 
relationship)

Revelation 5:11-14 

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 
upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: 
"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" Then I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 
all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" The four 
living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.
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