The Calling
Don’t Make It Difficult

Acts 15:7-11 “At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter
stood and addressed them as follows: ‘Brothers, you all know
that God chose me from among you some time ago to preach to
the Gentiles so that they could hear the Good News and
believe. God knows people’s hearts, and he confirmed that he
accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to
us. He made no distinction between us and them, for he
cleansed their hearts through faith. So why are you now
challenging God by burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke
that neither we nor our ancestors were able to bear? We believe
that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of
the Lord Jesus.” We are the Church.”

Be sure of this: the God who is always with us......

the first move. “At the meeting, after a long
discussion, Peter stood and addressed them as follows:
“Brothers, you all know that God chose me from among you
some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that they could hear
the Good News and believe. (v.7)

Acts 10:19-20 “Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the
vision, the Holy Spirit said to him, ‘Three men have come
looking for you. Get up, go downstairs, and go with them without
hesitation. Don’t worry, for | have sent them.””

Be sure of this: the God who is always with us......

the heart. “God knows people’s hearts, and he
confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy
Spirit, just as he did to us.” (v.8)

Jeremiah 17:9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all

things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it
is?”

Be sure of this: the God who is always with us......

the heart. “He made no distinction between us
and them, for he cleansed their hearts through faith.” (v. 9)

Ezekiel 36:25-27 “ Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and
you will be clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will no
longer worship idols. And | will give you a new heart, and | will
put a new spirit in you. | will take out your stony, stubborn heart
and give you a tender, responsive heart. And | will put my Spirit
in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey
my regulations.”

Be sure of this: the God who is always with us......

the final word. “So why are you now challenging
God by burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke that neither
we nor our ancestors were able to bear? We believe that we are
all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord
Jesus.” (v. 10-11)



