October 12, 2025
Study Guide: Isaiah 44 - Longing for Home

Theme: Hope, Idolatry, and Redemption — God’s Affirmation Sandwich

£) Introduction - The Affirmation Sandwich

Isaiah 44 mirrors the communication method known as an affirmation sandwich:
e Hope (Affirmation): God reminds His people who they are.
o« Judgment (Correction): He lovingly confronts their idolatry.
e Hope (Encouragement): He promises forgiveness and redemption.

Just like those in exile, we need to hear both truth and grace: we are loved, but we often wander after
idols.

£ First Slice of Hope - Our Identity in God (Isaiah 44:1-8)
Key Focus: God’s Initiative & Blessing
Questions to Discuss or Reflect On:

e Whatdoes it mean that God “formed you from the womb” (v.2)? How does that shape your
identity?

e Whyisitimportantto remember that salvation is God’s idea and God’s initiative, not ours?

e Isaiah speaks of water on dry ground and Spirit on descendants. How have you seen God
refresh dry places in your life?

Key Truths:
e We are chosen and formed by God.
e God'’s blessing is like rain on barren ground.

e He aloneis the First and the Last—there is no other.

EJ The Meat - The Folly of Idolatry (Isaiah 44:9-20)
Key Focus: The Absurdity & Danger of Replacing God
Reflection Questions:

¢ What modern “idols” tempt you? (Approval, control, comfort, success, entertainment,
relationships...)



e Tim Keller said: “The true god of your heart is what your thoughts effortlessly go to...” — Where
does your mind wander?

e Why does Isaiah mock idols made from the same wood used for fire? What point is he making?
Idolatry Reality Check:

e ldols are created things pretending to be the Creator.

e Idols promise freedom but deliver bondage and blindness.

e Like Israel, we often leave the superhighway of God’s blessing for the cul-de-sac of counterfeit

gods.

Key Scriptures:

e Matthew 6:21 - “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
e Romans 1:22-23 - “We exchanged the glory of the immortal God...”

e C.S. Lewis: “We are far too easily pleased.”

3 Final Slice of Hope - Redemption & Return (Isaiah 44:21-23)
Key Focus: God’s Faithfulness Despite Our Failure
Reflection Questions:
e How does itfeel to hear God say, “You will not be forgotten by Me”?
e Whatdoes true repentance from idolatry look like in your life right now?
e How should we respond to God’s forgiveness—aquiet thanks or loud praise?
Hope Proclaimed:
e God blots out our transgressions like a cloud.
e He calls us to return, not with shame, but with song.

e Creationrejoices, because God is making all things right.

E) Application - Walking Away from Idols
Personal Inventory:
e Whatis something you need to lay down to walk fully in God’s purposes?

e Where might God be saying to you: “Remember these things... return to Me, for | have redeemed

you™?

Prayer Response:



“Lord, reveal my idols. Replace them with a deeper desire for You. Thank You for never forgetting me.
Teach me to worship only You.”

3 Closing Thought - From Cul-De-Sacs to Highways

Isaiah 44 reminds us:
¢ We were made by God.
¢ \We wander into idols.

¢ We are redeemed by grace.

Let this chapter stir both conviction and celebration—a call to laugh at idols and sing to the
Redeemer.



