


Anyone know last week’s verse?



Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His purpose.



God is involved in our lives, 
but His focus is often different 

than our focus. 
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How to approach Scripture
• Pray
• Read the full passage 
• Circle key words 
• Write it down 
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Background to Romans
• Apostle Paul writing from city of Corinth. 
• Church in Rome was diverse – a melting pot. 
• Culture obsessed with sex. 
• Shows a clear picture of what it means to be completely 

changed by Jesus. 
• Theme: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” 
– Romans 1:16



Where are we at in the Story? 



Where are we at in the Story? 
• On our own (without God), we are in trouble! 



Where are we at in the Story? 
• On our own (without God), we are in trouble! 
• Through God’s power (grace), we can have victory in our 

lives. 



Where are we at in the Story? 
• On our own (without God), we are in trouble! 
• Through God’s power (grace), we can have victory in our 

lives. 
• Trying to live out the Christian life in our own ability is 

impossible.



Romans 8
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation at all for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set you free from the law of sin and of death.



The reason we are no longer condemned 
is because the law of the Spirit supersedes 

the law of sin and death.



Romans 8:5-6
5 For those who are in accord with the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are 
in accord with the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the 
mind set on the Spirit is life and peace



Vic Reasoner
“Spiritually-minded people are the only ones really alive, 
for all those who are in  the flesh are dead – they just may 
not know it yet.   Believers who are governed by the Spirit 
have a  discerning of spiritual things.  They breathe after  
them, savor and relish them.  They talk of  spiritual things, 
and walk in a spiritual manner.   They are not only alive, but 
lively, as they walk out  the Christian life victoriously.  And 
they bring life to  those around them.”



Romans 8:14–16 
14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, 
these are sons and daughters of God. 15 For you 
have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear 
again, but you have received a spirit of adoption 
as sons and daughters by which we cry out, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are children of God



Your Adoption
• Changes your identity
• Makes you a new creation
• Gave you a new name
• Placed in you a new heart
• Supplied you with a new nature
• Offered you new desires
• Paid all your debts



Romans 8:17–18 
17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so 
that we may also be glorified with Him. 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 



Your spiritual life is more important 
than your physical life. 



It is good for your soul to prosper. 



Romans 8:28-29
28 And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His purpose.
29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image 
of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters; 
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• Know – experiential knowledge… not just intellectual
• 2 Corinthians 4:18 – “So we fix our eyes not on what is 

seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”



Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 



Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 

• All – Any one of all of them. Every kind of. 



Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 

• All – Any one of all of them. Every kind of. 
• “Everything happens for a reason” – not Biblical 



Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 

• All – Any one of all of them. Every kind of. 
• “Everything happens for a reason” – not Biblical
• Work together - (synergeō) – be a fellow worker



Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 

• All – Any one of all of them. Every kind of. 
• “Everything happens for a reason” – not Biblical
• Work together - (synergeō) – be a fellow worker
• Good – that which is morally right / spiritually good. 



Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary
That is good for the saints which does their souls good. 
Every providence tends to the spiritual good of those that 
love God; in breaking them off from sin, bringing them 
nearer to God, weaning them from the world, and fitting 
them for heaven. When the saints act out of character, 
corrections will be employed to bring them back again.
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• Love – Take pleasure in God. 
• Ecclesiastes 8:12 – “Although a sinner does evil a hundred 

times and may lengthen his life, still I know that it will go well 
for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.”
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Romans 8:28
And we know that 
God causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His purpose.

• Called – to be recognized with something. 
• Purpose – Set apart for a plan.



The good that God outworks 
is that we become more like Christ. 




