








A Time to…
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - “There is an appointed time for 
everything, and there is a time for every matter under 
heaven…” 
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A Time to…
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - “There is an appointed time for 
everything, and there is a time for every matter under 
heaven…” 
“…to give birth, to die, to plant, to uproot, to kill, to heal, 
tear down, build up, weep, laugh, mourn, dance, throw 
stones, gather stones, embrace, not embrace, search, 
give up, keep, thrown away, tear apart, sew together, stay 
silent, speak up, love, hate, war, peace.”  

24



A Time to…



A Time to…



Time vs. Eternity
Ecclesiastes 3:11 - “He has made everything beautiful in 
its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet 
no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to 
end.”



When God created us, 
He installed the capacity in our hearts 

to experience both time and eternity. 



Blaise Pascal

“There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of 
each man which cannot be satisfied by any 
created thing but only by God the Creator, 

made known through Jesus Christ.”



Hebrews 11:8,10
“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would 
later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was going….For he 
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God.”



C.S. Lewis

“If you read history, you will find that the 
Christians who did most for the present world 

were just those who thought most of the 
next. It is since Christians have largely ceased 

to think of the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this.”



Your life matters to God and everything
you do counts for eternity.



God’s Dwelling Place (OT)

Creation           Tabernacle            Temple       



Isaiah 66:1-2
“This is what the LORD says: Heaven is my throne and 
the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will 
build for me? Where will my resting place be? My hands 
have made both heaven and earth; they and everything 
in them are mine. I, the LORD have spoken! I will bless 
those who have humble and contrite hearts, who 
tremble at my word.”



Through the shed blood of Jesus, 
God has redeemed and purchased the real estate

of our hearts, not for rental property, but for 
His permanent house in us - the Church!



God’s Eternal Home
What is the role of the church in building God’s House?



God’s Eternal Home
What is the role of the church in building God’s House?
“9 For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. You 
are God’s building. 10 Because of God’s grace to me, I have laid 
the foundation like an expert builder. Now others are building on 
it. But whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful. 
11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we 
already have—Jesus Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 3:9-11
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• Synergy: “the combined power of a group of things 
when they are working together that is greater than the 
total power achieved by each working separately.”



God’s Eternal Home
We are God’s “fellow workers”.

• Synergy: “the combined power of a group of things 
when they are working together that is greater than the 
total power achieved by each working separately.”

Jesus is the contractor, we are the subcontractors.



Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in 
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good works he planned for 
us long ago.  



We are God’s “building”
“You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. 
He was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor.  
And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 
What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God.” - 1 Peter 2:4-5



We are God’s “building”
“You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. 
He was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor.  
And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 
What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God.” - 1 Peter 2:4-5
"Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.  We are 
carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 
Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling 
where God lives by his Spirit.” - Ephesians 2:20-22



Cornerstone Living Stones



Materials being Tested
"Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—
gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.” - 1 Corinthians 3:12
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Materials being Tested
"Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—
gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.” - 1 Corinthians 3:12

– Gold, silver, jewels - finest quality materials
– Wood, hay, straw - survival materials



A Hut?



Or the Taj Mahal?



God is building His church to be 
the WONDER of the world!!



Testing by Fire
"But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has 
done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. If the work survives, 
that builder will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will 
suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping 
through a wall of flames.” - 1 Corinthians 3:13-15
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Testing by Fire
"But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has 
done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. If the work survives, 
that builder will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will 
suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping 
through a wall of flames.” - 1 Corinthians 3:13-15

– Not about salvation - “will be saved through fire”
– Our work will be tested in fire - Quality not Quantity will determine what 

will survive
– The Quality of our work ultimately comes down to two things:

• OBEDIENCE - not optional 
• HONOR - is God first?   



Today (Time) Forever (Eternity)



2 John 1:8
"Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we 
worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.”



Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple 
of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?

1 Corinthians 3:16



How we build now will determine
how long what we are building will last.



How can we get ready to build His house?



How can we get ready to build His house?

1. Fasting and Prayer Time



How can we get ready to build His house?

1. Fasting and Prayer Time
2. Immerse



Revelation 21:1-5
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the 
old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like 
a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud shout from 
the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He 
will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with 
them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more 
death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 
And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything 
new!”




