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The Cultural Mandate

 Politics are at the center of the story of Jesus, and His life ended
with a political execution.

* The heart of Jesus’ message was political: it was about the coming
of the Kingdom of God.

* “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.”

e Gospel of the Kingdom
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* John 18:36 — “My Kingdom is not of this world....My Kingdom is
from another place [realm].”

* His rule [Kingdom] originates in Heaven.
* |t’s to be boldly reaching into every aspect of this world.

* “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done here on earth, even as it
already exists in Heaven.”

* Atotal & complete transformation of this world.
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Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | commanded you.

* Great Commission
e Second Commission
e Restatement of God’s command to Adam & Eve in Genesis 1.
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Matthew 28:19-20

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | commanded you.

* Go therefore, disciple all nations.
* Verb
* We are to disciple the nations.



Cultural Mandate

* We have been given the responsibility of converting & discipling the
entire world.
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* You must understand these Biblical terms, to fully understand the
nature & mission of Jesus and the church.

* Each of them has strong political implications.
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1. The Kingdom of God

e Acts 1:3 — “He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the Kingdom of God.”

e Acts 28:31 — “preaching and proclaiming the Kingdom of God and
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness and
boldness, unhindered and unrestrained.”

* King, subjects, land, political government, and laws & commands.
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2. King of Kings and Lord of Lords

* These are the most politically charged titles a person could have.

e Eph. 1:21 says that Jesus is above all governments —both now and
for all eternity.

 Jesus is judging these authorities in regard to Public Policy, Taxation,
Economic Measures, Regulation, Law & Order, etc.
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3. Ecclesia

e Greek word for church.
 Ecclesia were the citizens that came together to enact Public Policy.
* Come together to rule.

* New Congress of His Kingdom.
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4. Gates of Hell

e “.the gates of hell will not withstand it.”

* Gates = where the elders of a city met to enact public policy,
conduct legal affairs, set economic programs, etc.

* Gen. 22:17-18 — “Blessing | will bless you, and multiplying | will
multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the
sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess
the gate of their enemies. 8 In your seed all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
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4. Gates of Hell

* Gal. 3:29 — “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
descendants, heirs according to promise.”

* As Abraham’s descendants, the Church is to possess the gates of the
enemy, which are ungodly political & social systems.
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How do we possess those gates?

e Speak up.
* Get active & engaged.

* If our primary response is social & political action, then we are
functional atheists.

e The Cultural Mandate takes place as human institutions gradually,
methodically, pervasively transform in the wake of worldwide
conversion & discipleship to real Christianity.



Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble?

Did you feel the mountains tremble
Did you hear the oceans roar
When the people rose to sing of
Jesus Christ the Risen One



Did you feel the people tremble
Did you hear the singers roar

When the lost began to sing of
Jesus Christ the Saving One

And we can see that God You're moving
A mighty river through the nations

And young and old will turn to Jesus
Fling wide you heavenly gates

Prepare the way of the risen Lord



Open up the doors and let the music play
Let the streets resound with singing
Songs that bring Your hope

Songs that bring Your joy

Dancers who dance upon His justice

Do you feel the darkness tremble
When all the saints join in one song
And all the streams flow as one river
To wash away a broken mess



And here we see that God You're moving
A time of jubilee is coming

When young and old return to Jesus
Fling wide you heavenly gates

Prepare the way of the risen Lord



How do we possess those gates?

e “Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures forever”
* |t's the same with prayer.

* We should pray against those institutions & persons who flagrantly
and viciously break God’s laws, and in the process, destroy
individuals & society as a whole.



During the first 300 years of the Church, there were thirty Roman
emperors, proconsuls, and high officials who distinguished themselves
by their zeal and rage against Christians and Christianity. One became
deranged; one was slain by his own son; two became blind; one was
drowned; one was strangled; one died in a miserable captivity; one
died of so loathsome a disease that several of his physicians were put
to death, because they could not abide the stench that filled his room;
two committed suicide; a third attempted it, but had to call for help to
finish the bloody work; five were assassinated by their own servants;
six others died the most horrible deaths, having many and strange
diseases; and eight were killed in battle, or after being tortured as
prisoners.
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How do we possess those gates?

* Prov. 11:11 — “By the blessing of the upright, a city is exalted.”

* The River of Life flows out from the doors of a powerful Church.
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