


1 Peter 4:8-10

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one
another, because love covers a multitude of
sins. Be hospitable to one another without
complaint. As each one has received a special
gift, employ it in serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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Being intentional in relationships

« “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another...”
— "to stretch out all you have”

* Greek - image "to boil over”

Love takes work.

God'’s love is supernatural.

"Be hospitable to one another without complaint.”

— "showing care for strangers”
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To have relationships that you love,
You must choose to love
the relationships that you have.
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Use your gifts to serve each other

« “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in
serving one another as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God."

— Charis [Greek] = a gift of Grace
« The purpose of our gifts is to serve each other.

* One of the greatest joys in relationships is being able to
serve others.

e It's not humility to refuse someone’s gift, it’s pride.

5[ ATIONSHIPS



The Gift of Singleness
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1 Corinthians 7:7-8

Yet | wish that all men were even as | myself am [single].
However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this
manner, and another in that. 8 But | say to the unmarried

and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even
as |.
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1 Corinthians 7:7-8

Yet | wish that all men were even as | myself am [single].
However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this
manner, and another in that. 8 But | say to the unmarried

and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even
as |.

* Marriage is a gift...singleness is a gift...being widowed
is a gift.
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Matthew 19:12

Some are born as eunuchs, some have been made
eunuchs by others, and some choose not to marry for the

sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. Let anyone accept this
who can.”
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Lies about the gift of singleness
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Lie # 1 - Singleness is second-class
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Lie # 1 - Singleness is second-class

 Singleness is a theo-centric “Gift of Grace”
« God is trusting you with this special gift.
* You aren't broken... you're gifted.
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Lie #2 - The most important thing in life
is finding true love

 Qurfocus should be on who we are called to be, not
who we are called to be with.

* Being fervent in love for the people God has already
given us helps shape us into the people God designed
us to be.

« "Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the
desires of your heart" - Psalm 37:4
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Lie #3 - | am not whole without
someone in my life
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Lie #3 - | am not whole without
someone in my life

 Arelationship status change isn't the solution to
loneliness.

e If you aren’t whole, then that's where your focus needs
to be.
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Luci Swindoll

Wherever the single person is, God is doing
something. You can't alter it; you can't add

something to it; you can't take something from it.
God does His work so He can grow that person to

be like Himself. Then when others see God in that
person, His purpose has been fulfilled.
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Singleness is a gift. Spend it well.
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If you don’t learn to love
the gift of your current season,
you won't love the gift
of the next season.
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1 Corinthians 7:32-34

| want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried
is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may
please the Lord; but one who is married is concerned
about the things of the world, how he may please his wife,
and his interests are divided.
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The gift of singleness
is an undivided heart.
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Why be in a rush to divide
your undivided heart?
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Your undivided heart can be a gift
to the Kingdom of God!
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1 Peter 4:8-10

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one
another, because love covers a multitude of
sins. Be hospitable to one another without
complaint. As each one has received a special
gift, employ it in serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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