


1 Peter 4:8-11
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, 
because love covers a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to 
one another without complaint.  As each one has received 
a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.  Whoever speaks, 
is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; 
whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the 
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ. 



1 Peter 4:8-11  (Read in First Person as Nathan’s wife)

Above all, keep fervent in my love for Nathan, because 
love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to Nathan
without complaint.  As I have received a special gift, 
employ it in serving Nathan as a good steward of the 
manifold grace of God. I will speak to Nathan as one who 
speaks the utterances of God, and I will serve Nathan by 
using the strength of God's supply so that in all things (my 
marriage), God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.



Compl (e-i) menting Your Spouse
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Homophone - Complementing & 
Complimenting
• When 2 or more words have the same pronunciation but 

different meanings, origins or spellings.
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1. Complement
• Something complements something or someone
• To add to
• To go together nicely
• Examples:
– Baseball and Bat
– Student and Teacher
– Husband and Wife



2. Compliment
• To praise or express admiration for someone



2. Compliment
• To praise or express admiration for someone
• Examples:
– I am proud of you
– Your smile lights up a room



Complement
• Genesis 2:18 - “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 

will make him a helper who is just right for him.”



Complement
• Genesis 2:18 - “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 

will make him a helper who is just right for him.”
• He created a companion for us that complements 

each other.



Complementing each other is not to be 
confused with completing each other.

We are not made to complete each other.
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• Ephesians 5:31-32 - For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and his mother and be joined with his wife; and 
they shall become one flesh. 
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Complement
• Ephesians 5:31-32 - For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and his mother and be joined with his wife; and 
they shall become one flesh. 

• Each spouse has a role to play when becoming 
One Flesh.
• Where one is weak the other is strong





Every broken marriage involves at least 
one partner moving away from God



By God putting us together, 
we can accomplish so much more 

our marriage, family, and life.



How are you doing? 



How are you doing? 

• How do you feel like you are complementing your 
spouse?



How are you doing? 

• How do you feel like you are complementing your 
spouse?

• Are you seeking God to bring out the best in your 
Husband/Wife?
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2. Compliment
• Positive communication that will take a stand in your 
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2. Compliment
• Positive communication that will take a stand in your 

marriage against criticism.

Criticism in Marriage = when we focus on what our partner 
DID and critique, correct, blame, nitpick or try to fix them.
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2. Compliment
• Gods Way = To communicate in ways that reflect Him!
• 1 Peter 4:11 -“If anyone speaks, they should do so as 

one who speaks the very words of God.”
• Are the words we speak truth and life-giving?
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2. Compliment
• Mark Twain - “I could live on a compliment for 2 months.”
• Proverbs 18:21 - “The tongue can bring death or life.”
• Proverbs 12:25 - “Worry weighs a person down but an 

encouraging word cheers a person up.”
• Myles Sweeney - “What gets encouraged (complimented) 

gets repeated.”
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3 Tips to use when giving a Compliment
• Develop Awareness
• Make It Timely & Specific
• Change Complaints to Compliments
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1. Develop Awareness
• Awareness of your Spouses Strengths and Weaknesses
• Awareness of your own reactions to events

– Is this an appropriate reaction? 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:11- “Therefore encourage 

(compliment or put courage in) one another and build 
one another up, just as you are doing.”
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2. Make It Timely & Specific
• Ephesians 4:29 - “Do not let any unwholesome talk come 

out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen.”
– What is it that my spouse needs right now to help them 

get through the day, week, month?
– Fruits of the Spirit
– Ask God to show you prophetic vision for your spouse



2. Make It Timely & Specific
• Proverbs 16:24 - “Kind words are like honey – sweet to 

the soul and healthy for the body.”



2. Make It Timely & Specific
• Proverbs 16:24 - “Kind words are like honey – sweet to 

the soul and healthy for the body.”
– Our words are used to soften and heal
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any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
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3. Change Complaints to Compliments
• Philippians 4:8 - “Finally brothers, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
of these things.”
– What we focus on is what comes out of our mouths.



3. Change Complaints to 
Compliments
• Proverbs 21:9 - “It is better to dwell in the corner of the 

housetop than a house shared with a quarreling wife.”



1. Develop Awareness
2. Make It Timely & Specific

3. Change Complaints to Compliments



Complimenting people 
magnifies their strengths 
and not their weaknesses.

- Joyce Meyer



Compl (e-i) menting Your Spouse




