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but his focus is our soul.



God wants us to have answers,  
but his focus is our soul.

Instant answers satisfy the mind.  
Eternal training forms the soul. 



God is not in a hurry.



James 1:2–4 

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance. And let endurance 
have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in nothing. 



Faith



Faith à Belief
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Faith à Belief à Prayer à Answer à You! 
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1. The Struggle is Real
• Many of us start our faith by wrestling with God. 
• This struggle is a place of training with God. 

• Wrestling with God teaches us longevity in prayer. 



Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all 
times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, saying, 
“In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God 
and did not respect man. “There was a widow in that city, 
and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal 
protection from my opponent.’ 

Luke 18:1–8



“For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to 
himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 
yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal 
protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear 
me out.’ ” 

Luke 18:1–8



And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge said; 
now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry 
to Him day and night, and will He delay long over 
them?“ I tell you that He will bring about justice for them 
quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He 
find faith on the earth?” 

Luke 18:1–8



Could it be that you haven’t 
received your answer because 
you have not held onto faith 

with persistent prayer?



The question is not 
if God will respond to prayer. 
The question is if His people 

will hold onto faith and 
persist in prayer. 



James 1:2–4 
…the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 
endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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2. Learn to Get the Upper Hand
• There is more than our side trying to take dominion. 

• Ephesians 6:12 - “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of the dark world, and against spiritual forces of evil in 
heavenly realms.”

• We wrestle with God so that we can learn to dominate spiritual 
forces. 
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God chose people to take dominion
• Genesis 1:28 – “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 

subdue it, and have …over every living thing.” 

• Abraham / Moses / Children of Israel

• Daniel’s Vision – statue destroyed by a rock that fills the earth.

• The church is to take dominion through the power of the Spirit.  



Mark 16:15-19
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.  And these 
signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they 
will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;  
they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they 
drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will 
place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.



Mark 16:15-19
After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up 
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God.
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3. Fight Shamelessly
• God is teaching us the art of seeking Him to walk in His authority.
• John 15:7 - “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”
• “Abide” - μένω (menō) –remain in a state, expect something in 

future.
• John 15:8 - “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, 

and so prove to be My disciples.



The miraculous is the reward 
for the price prayed. 

Abiding in prayer is the work. 
Miracles are the fruit.  



Luke 11:5-10 
Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and 
goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I 
have nothing to set before him’; and from inside he answers and 
says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my 
children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 



Luke 11:5-10 
I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get 
up and give him as much as he needs.  So I say to you, ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who 
seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened 
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“Persistence”
• anaideia [Greek]
• Compound word "no" + "shame" = shameless

• Audacity
• Chutzpah - Bravery that borders on rudeness.
• “strong-facedness “



Bob Sorge, Illegal Prayers
What good is a relationship with God if you can’t lean on it 
in time of need?…audacity without relationship is 
presumption. Audacity with relationship can change 
history. 




