


Testing what you hear



Our heart is the place of 
conversation w/ God,

but our mind is used for testing. 
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Testing What you Hear
• “Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise prophetic 

utterances. But examine everything carefully; hold fast 
to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.” 
- 1 Thessalonians 5:19–22 

• quench - stop the movement
• prophetic utterances - ability to prophesy and hear 

God’s voice
• examine - test with the intent of seeing what is good
• evil - of no value/ worthless
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Making Mistakes
• No one is perfect at hearing God! 
• “For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not 
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• We need to be at peace with “missing it” and making 
mistakes. 



We need to test God’s Word 
because His Word 

will be tested in our lives. 



1. The Filter Test



1 Corinthians 13:9–10
“For we know in part and we prophesy in part; but when 
the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. For now 
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I 
know in part, but then I will know fully.”
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• 1 Corinthians 13:9–10
• Sorrow/ Loss
• Sickness/ Weakness/ Pain
• Temptation/ Personal Desires
• Offense 
• Discouragement (Doubt) 
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The Enemy
• “Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.” 
 - 2 Corinthians 11:14
• Images / thoughts that are intrusive in nature.  
• Lead to destruction.
• Fear, bondage, and depression.
• Feel pressured to obey compulsively.
• Resist being submitted. 
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Holy Spirit
• “The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives 

understanding to the simple.” – Psalm 119:130
• Intersecting thoughts that bring revelation and clarity. 
• Encourage, comfort, & produce peace.
• If conviction, will be specific and instructive not 

general and condemning. 
• Encourages testing. 
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• “He who rules his spirit, [is better] than he who 
captures a city.” – Proverbs 16:32

• Born in times of thoughtfulness or mediation. 
• Based on what I have learned or ingested. 
– Good and Holy.
– Evil and Worthless.

• Not necessarily bad… but they are just not God! 

Me: 



3. The Submission Test



Proverbs 1:5-7
“A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a 
man of understanding will acquire wise counsel to 
understand a proverb and a figure, the words of the wise 
and their riddles. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.”



Hearing God should be bring 
humility, not encourage pride.
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Look for confirmation, not a sign
• “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a 

miraculous sign.” – Matthew 16:4
• Looking for a sign puts you as the center. Asking for 

confirmation focuses your heart to trust God’s voice.
• Confirm it through the Word of God.
• Confirm it through fellow believers. 
• Confirm it through spiritual authorities (Romans 13:4).



A heart of humility smooths out 
the road of revelation.




