5-Day Bible Reading Plan and Devotional Guide
Based on Mark 13 and the Olivet Discourse

Day 1: Do Not Be Alarmed -- Trusting God in Uncertain Times
Reading: Mark 13:5-8; Matthew 6:25-34

Devotional: Jesus commands his disciples not to be alarmed when the world
appears to be unraveling. Wars, famines, and upheaval are not signs that God has
lost control -- they are signs that history is moving exactly where he said it would
go. The temptation in hard times is to pre-worry, to borrow trouble from a
tomorrow that has not yet arrived. Jesus calls this out directly. Your heavenly
Father knows what you need before you ask. The antidote to anxiety is not
information or certainty about the future -- it is trust in the One who holds the
future. Rest in that today.

Reflection: In what area of your life are you pre-worrying right now? Bring it before
God in prayer and ask him to replace that anxiety with trust.

Practical Application: Write down one specific fear about the future. Beneath it,
write one truth about God's character that speaks directly to that fear. Return to it
every time the anxiety resurfaces this week.

Day 2: The Promise of the Holy Spirit in the Hour of Trial
Reading: John 14:15-27; Romans 8:26-27; Acts 1:8

Devotional: Jesus does not simply warn his disciples that persecution is coming --
he promises them they will not face it alone. The Holy Spirit, the helper, will be
present in the very hour when human strength runs out. This is not a vague
comfort. It is a specific, binding promise. The same Spirit who raised Jesus Christ
from the dead lives in every believer. When you do not know what to pray, he
intercedes. When you do not know what to say, he speaks. When you are too weak
to stand, he holds you up. The Spirit of God is not a distant resource -- he is a
present companion.

Reflection: Can you recall a moment in your life when you were given words,
strength, or peace that you know did not come from yourself? How did you see the
Holy Spirit at work in that moment?

Practical Application: Spend five minutes today in silent prayer, simply
acknowledging the presence of the Holy Spirit. Ask him to make you more aware of
his work in your daily life throughout this week.



Day 3: The Cost of Following Jesus
Reading: Luke 14:25-33; Matthew 10:34-39; 1 Peter 3:13-17

Devotional: Jesus never promised that following him would be without cost. He
told his disciples plainly that loyalty to him could divide households and invite
hatred. This is not a failure of the gospel -- it is a feature of the kingdom. Light and
darkness do not coexist peacefully. When Jesus says that a disciple must love him
above even family, he is not calling for hatred of loved ones. He is calling for a
devotion so total, so anchored, that no earthly relationship can pull it loose.
Counting the cost before committing is not weakness -- it is wisdom. Those who
count it and follow anyway walk with open eyes and settled hearts.

Reflection: Have you ever experienced tension in a relationship because of your
faith? How did you navigate it? Did your response reflect gentleness and respect,
as 1 Peter 3 instructs?

Practical Application: Identify one relationship in your life where your faith creates
friction. Pray specifically for that person today, and ask God how you can be a
faithful witness to them without compromising your testimony.

Day 4: Guarding Your Witness in a Hostile World
Reading: 1 Peter 2:11-12; Ephesians 6:10-18; Galatians 5:22-25

Devotional: One of Satan's most effective strategies is not to destroy the believer
outright but to make the believer useless. He sends provocations, difficult people,
and unjust situations specifically designed to draw out the worst of the flesh.
When a believer responds in anger, bitterness, or contempt, the testimony suffers
and the enemy celebrates. The fruit of the Spirit -- love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control -- is not a list of
virtues to achieve through willpower. It is the natural result of a life surrendered to
the Spirit. Guard your witness fiercely, not out of pride, but because your life is
someone else's introduction to Jesus Christ.

Reflection: Is there a person or situation in your life that consistently tempts you to
respond in a way that does not reflect Christ? What would it look like to respond
differently, in the power of the Spirit?

Practical Application: The next time you feel provoked, pause before responding.
Take a breath and silently ask the Holy Spirit to govern your words and tone.
Practice this discipline daily this week.



Day 5: Enduring to the End -- The Grace That Holds You
Reading: Hebrews 12:1-3; Romans 5:1-5; Revelation 2:10; Hebrews 13:5-6

Devotional: Jesus does not call his people to perfection -- he calls them to
endurance. The one who endures to the end will be saved. This is not a call to earn
salvation through flawless living. It is a call to keep trusting, keep abiding, keep
returning to Christ even when you fall. Grace is not a license to sin -- it is the
power that refuses to let you go. God is both the author and the perfecter of your
faith. He who began a good work in you will carry it to completion. When you are
on your weakest day, when you have failed again, the question is not whether you
were perfect. The question is whether you are still looking to Jesus. Keep looking.
Keep enduring. He will bring you home.

Reflection: Do you tend to measure your salvation by a past moment of decision or
by your present walk with Christ? How does the call to endurance shape the way
you think about your daily faith?

Practical Application: Write out Hebrews 12:1-2 and place it somewhere you will
see it every morning this week. Let it be a daily reminder that you are not running
this race alone, and that Jesus himself is both the pioneer and the finisher of your
faith.



