5-Day Devotional: Living in the Love of God

Day 1: The Greatest Commandment
Reading: Mark 12:28-34; Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Devotional: When the scribe asked Jesus about the greatest commandment,
Jesus didn't offer a new teaching—He pointed to an ancient truth: love God with
everything you are. Notice Jesus begins by declaring who God is before explaining
what He requires. We cannot rightly love what we don't rightly know. The Shema
reminds us that Yahweh is one—eternal, sovereign, and worthy of our complete
devotion. This isn't compartmentalized love where God gets Sunday mornings
while the world gets the rest. It's total surrender: heart, soul, mind, and strength.
Before you can love your neighbor rightly, you must first learn to love God fully.
Today, ask yourself: What part of my life am | withholding from God's lordship?

Day 2: Love Defined by Action
Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; 1 John 4:7-11

Devotional: Love is not merely a feeling—it's a doing. When Paul lists the
characteristics of love, he uses verbs, not adjectives. Love "patiences," it "kinds,"
it acts with intention and sacrifice. This description isn't abstract; it's a portrait of
Jesus Himself. He was patient with doubting disciples, kind to outcasts, never
keeping a record of wrongs against those who would betray Him. God
demonstrated His love through action—sending His Son to die for us while we
were yet sinners. Today's challenge: identify one person in your life who is difficult
to love. What is one concrete action you can take to show them Christ's love?
Remember, genuine love costs something. It bears, believes, hopes, and endures
all things.

Day 3: Loved Before the Foundation
Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6; Deuteronomy 7:7-8

Devotional: Why does God love you? The answer is beautifully simple and
profoundly comforting: He loves you because He loves you. God's love isn't based
on your performance, achievements, or worthiness. It's sovereign and free, rooted
in His character, not your merit. This means it's a love that cannot be lost. Your
failures don't diminish it; your sins don't exhaust it. Before the world was formed,
the Father loved the Son, the Son loved the Spirit, and this eternal love has now
been extended to you through Christ. When you're your harshest critic, remember:
nothing—not heights, depths, angels, demons, or even your own foolishness—can



separate you from God's love. Rest in this unshakeable truth today.

Day 4: The Overflow of Divine Love
Reading: Romans 5:1-5; Psalm 23

Devotional: Through the Holy Spirit, God's love is being poured into your heart
continuously—not in past tense, but present and ongoing. Like David's overflowing
cup, God keeps filling what you keep giving away. This is the beautiful paradox of
divine love: the more you pour out, the more you receive. You might feel
emotionally depleted, convinced you have nothing left to give. But God never asks
you to give from empty reserves. He's the widow's flour and oil, miraculously
replenishing what you offer in faith. Satan's lie is that hoarding brings satisfaction;
God's truth is that giving brings joy. The most joyful people aren't those who've
accumulated the most, but those who've given the most away. Today, give love
even when you feel you have none left, and watch God multiply it.

Day 5: Becoming Love to Others
Reading: John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:19-21

Devotional: We love because He first loved us. The order matters profoundly. You
cannot manufacture godly love from human effort alone; it flows from being loved
by God. When you truly grasp that the eternal, triune God—who has been
exchanging perfect love from before time—has invited you into that relationship, it
transforms how you see everyone around you. You begin to care not just about
people's physical needs but their eternal souls. You see beyond the surface to the
image of God in each person. Jesus said the world would know His disciples by
their love for one another. Not by correct theology alone, not by moral superiority,
but by tangible, sacrificial, Christ-like love. Who around you needs to experience
God's love through your actions today? Don't just feel compassion—act on it.

As you conclude this reading plan, remember: God is love, and in loving Him and
others, you reflect His image most clearly. Walk in love as Christ loved us.



