
5-Day Devotional: Waiting on the Lord with Faith

Day 1: When God's Timing Seems Too Slow

Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; Psalm 13:1-6

Devotional: "How long, O Lord?" This ancient cry echoes through countless 
faithful hearts today. Like Habakkuk, we watch injustice flourish and wonder why 
God delays His intervention. Perhaps you've prayed for revival, healing, or 
deliverance until your voice grew hoarse. The prophet's honest desperation 
teaches us that authentic faith doesn't require pretending everything is fine. God 
welcomes our raw questions. Yet notice—Habakkuk doesn't abandon prayer; he 
intensifies it. His complaint is still directed toward God, not away from Him. Today, 
bring your "how long" questions to the Father. He's big enough to handle your 
honest frustration while working purposes you cannot yet see.

Reflection Question: What situation in your life has caused you to cry out, "How 
long, O Lord?" How might your waiting itself be an act of faith?

Day 2: The Deadly Deception of Pride

Reading: Habakkuk 2:4a; Proverbs 16:18; James 4:6-10

Devotional: "Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him." Pride 
presents itself as both aircraft carrier and submarine—sometimes obvious, often 
hidden beneath the surface until we're sinking. It was pride that cast Satan from 
heaven, pride that whispered in Eden's garden, and pride that keeps more people 
from salvation than any other sin. We compare our righteousness to others and 
think, "At least I'm not like them." But the cross demolishes all such thinking. When 
we truly see Christ's bloodied face, we cannot simultaneously think highly of 
ourselves. The antidote to pride is daily prostration before Jesus, recognizing that 
every good thing flows from His grace alone.

Reflection Question: In what areas of life do you subtly compare yourself to 
others, finding comfort in being "better than"?

Day 3: The Righteous Shall Live By Faith

Reading: Habakkuk 2:4b; Romans 1:16-17; Hebrews 11:1-6

Devotional: This single verse—"the righteous shall live by faith"—sparked the 
Protestant Reformation when it struck Martin Luther like lightning. He had 
exhausted himself trying to earn God's favor, only to discover that righteousness 



comes through faith alone. Faith is "the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen." It's not passive wishful thinking but active, 
expectant trust in God's character and promises. The thief on the cross brought 
no good works, no theological degrees, no church attendance record—only faith in 
the Man on the middle cross. And that faith was enough. Salvation isn't about your 
moral resume; it's about Jesus' finished work received through faith.

Reflection Question: Are you trusting in your own goodness or in Christ's 
righteousness? What would change if you truly believed faith alone saves?

Day 4: Waiting With Expectant Hope

Reading: Habakkuk 2:3; Isaiah 40:27-31

Devotional: "If it seems slow, wait for it. It will surely come." The Hebrew word for 
"wait" here means to wait with tautness—like a rope pulled tight with no slack. This 
isn't lounging on the couch claiming to wait on God while binge-watching 
television. It's active endurance, straining anticipation, faithful work in the present 
while watching for God's future intervention. Elisha plowed his fields while waiting 
for God's call. The early church worked diligently while awaiting Christ's return. 
Waiting on the Lord means being faithful with what you have now—your family, 
your work, your ministry—while maintaining taught hope that God will act 
according to His perfect timing. Your faithfulness today prepares you for His 
movement tomorrow.
Reflection Question: How can you actively wait on God in your current 
circumstances rather than passively resigning yourself?

Day 5: Faith That Endures Through Suffering
Reading: Habakkuk 3:17-19; Hebrews 10:32-39; Romans 8:18-25
Devotional: Suffering is not an indicator of God's disfavor. In fact, it was through 
suffering that God displayed His greatest love—Jesus crucified for our sins. The 
early church received the Holy Spirit and then "all hell broke loose." They lost 
homes, faced persecution, endured plundering—yet they "joyfully accepted" these 
losses because they knew they possessed something better and eternal. Faith 
believes God can deliver us from trials, but mature faith also trusts God is good 
even when He doesn't remove the difficulty. Sometimes His plan isn't earthly 
deliverance but supernatural endurance, knowing He will call you home when the 
lights go out. The righteous live by faith not just in prosperity but especially in the 
dirt of suffering.

Reflection Question: Can you trust that God is working something marvelous 
through your suffering, even if you cannot yet see or understand it?



Closing Prayer

Father, teach us to wait on You with expectant, taught hope. Remove our pride and 
replace it with humble faith in Jesus alone. When Your timing seems slow, remind 
us that Your purposes are beyond our understanding. Help us endure through 
suffering, trusting that You are good even when circumstances are not. May we 
live by faith—not in our own righteousness, but in the finished work of Christ. In 
Jesus' name, amen.


