
 
 
Jonah 4:2  
And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, [was] not this 
my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto 
Tarshish: for I knew that thou [art] a gracious God, and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 
 
Jonah 4:6  
And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made [it] to come up over Jonah, 
that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So 
Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 
 

Reason #1:   
God Is Faithful in the Midst of Your Frustration 

 
What was this Gourd?   

• History would point to the fact that this plant was what is known as the 
castor bean or castor oil plant 

• It is also known as Palma Christi which means “hand of Christ”  
• The tree can actually grow up to 15 feet tall with very large leaves which 

stretch up to 30 inches across  
 
In ministry – sometimes your biggest victories can be followed up by times 
of your greatest discouragement  
 
 
 



1 Kings 18:21-22  
And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the LORD [be] God, follow him: but if Baal, [then] follow 
him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the 
people, I, [even] I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets 
[are] four hundred and fifty men. 
 
1 Kings 18:40  
Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there.  
 
1 Kings 18:44-45 
And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth 
a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto 
Ahab, Prepare [thy chariot], and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 
45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with 
clouds and wind, and there was a great rain.  
 
1 Kings 19:4 
But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat 
down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; 
and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I [am] not better 
than my fathers. 
 

Those in ministry are not immune from stress at the most extreme levels 
 
1 Kings 19:5  
And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched 
him, and said unto him, Arise [and] eat. 
 

Reason #2: 
God Wants Your Perspective to Change 

 
Jonah 4:7-11 
But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it 
smote the gourd that it withered. 8 And it came to pass, when the sun did 
arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the 
head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, [It is] 
better for me to die than to live 
  

Unexpected problems have a unique way of changing our perspective 
 
9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And 
he said, I do well to be angry, [even] unto death.  



 
10 Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou 
hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night: 11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, 
wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left hand; and [also] much cattle? 
 
There are too many people in the church wrapped up in a religious spirit of 

judgment 
 
Luke 17:1-2  
Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will 
come: but woe [unto him], through whom they come! 2 It were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, 
than that he should offend one of these little ones. 
 

God may have to take you out of your comfort zone so you can learn to 
have grace on the people you have ignored 

 
The Hebrew word for worm is:  towla’ which means scarlet stuff, crimson 

 
Matthew 7:2-5 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And why beholdest 
thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out 
the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam [is] in thine own eye? 5 
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye 
 

A religious spirit makes you blind to your own inconsistencies 
 


