


Job 10:1-2 
My soul is weary of my life; 
I will leave my complaint 
upon myself; I will speak in 
the bitterness of my soul. 2 
I will say unto God, Do not 
condemn me; shew me 
wherefore thou 
contendest with me 



Psalm 13:1  
How long wilt thou 
forget me, O LORD? 
for ever? how long 
wilt thou hide thy 
face from me? 



Jeremiah 12:1  
… let me talk with thee of 

[thy] judgments: 
Wherefore doth the way 

of the wicked prosper? 
[wherefore] are all hey 

happy that deal very 
treacherously? 



Habakkuk 1:2  
O LORD, how long shall 
I cry, and thou wilt not 
hear! [even] cry out 
unto thee [of] violence, 
and thou wilt not save! 



The real danger is not in 
questioning God – the 

danger is in questioning 
without bringing it to God 



If we do not learn how to ask 
the right questions in the hard 

seasons – we will come to the 
wrong conclusions about God. 



Job 3:11  
Why died I not from 
the womb? [why] did 

I [not] give up the 
ghost when I came 

out of the belly? 



Principle 1:
Never Allow Your 

Pain to Rewrite 
Your Purpose



Your purpose in life is not 
validated by your 

circumstances…It is 
established by your Creator 



Your purpose was 
never built on things 

making sense



Philippians 1:6  
Being confident of this 
very thing, that he 
which hath begun a 
good work in you will 
perform [it] until the 
day of Jesus Christ: 



Ephesians 2:10  
For we are his 

workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath 

before ordained that we 
should walk in them. 



Jeremiah 29:11  
For I know the plans I 
have for you," declares 
the LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future 



Jeremiah 1:5  
Before I formed thee in 

the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou camest forth 

out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, [and] I 

ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations. 



Psalm 139:14  
I will praise thee; for I am 
fearfully [and] 
wonderfully made: 
marvellous [are] thy 
works; and [that] my soul 
knoweth right well. 



The purpose of your life 
was not created by your 
circumstances so your 
circumstances cannot 
take it away from you



Job 21:7  
Wherefore do the 

wicked live, become 
old, yea, are 

mighty in power? 



Job 21:9-13  
Their houses [are] safe from 
fear, neither [is] the rod of 
God upon them. 10 Their 
bull gendereth, and faileth 
not; their cow calveth, and 
casteth not her calf. 11 
They send forth their little 



Job 21:9-13  
ones like a flock, and their 
children dance. 12 They take 
the timbrel and harp, and 
rejoice at the sound of the 
organ. 13 They spend their 
days in wealth, and in a 
moment go down to the 
grave. 



Psalm 73:3  
For I was envious at 

the foolish, [when] I 
saw the prosperity of 

the wicked 



Principle 2:
Never Measure God’s 

Faithfulness By 
Someone Else’s Success 



Never compare your 
behind-the-scenes reality 

to someone else’s 
highlight reel 



Just because something is 
growing doesn’t mean it’s 

rooted in God 



Galatians 6:9  
And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in 
due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not. 



Mark 8:36  
For what shall it 

profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? 



Success is not wrapped up in 
what you have – success is 

wrapped up in who you are 
becoming 



Be careful not to trade what 
God is building in you for 

what you see happening 
around you 



Job 13:24  
Wherefore hidest thou 
thy face, and holdest 
me for thine enemy? 



Principle 3:
Never Mistake God’s 

Silence for God’s 
Absence 



Job 13:24  
Wherefore hidest 

thou thy face, 
and holdest me 

for thine enemy? 



God being silent is not 
the same as God 

rejecting you



Psalm 34:18 
The LORD [is] nigh unto 
them that are of a 
broken heart; and 
saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit. 



Hebrews 13:5  
[Let your] conversation 

[be] without 
covetousness; [and be] 

content with such things 
as ye have: for he hath 
said, I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee. 



We have been 
conditioned to equate 

God’s presence with 
God’s activity. 



Matthew 27:46  
And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is to 
say, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? 



Feeling forsaken and 
being forsaken are not 
always the same thing. 



Will you interpret God’s 
silence through your 

pain…or are you willing 
to interpret your pain 
through what God has 

already said? 




