




Daniel 1:4 
…without blemish, of good 
appearance and skillful in all 
wisdom, endowed with 
knowledge, understanding 
learning, and competent to 
stand in the king's palace, and 
to teach them the literature 
and language of the Chaldeans



Daniel 1:17, 20 
As for these four youths, God gave them 
learning and skill in all literature and 

wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all 
visions and dreams. ... 20 And in every matter 
of wisdom and understanding about which 
the king inquired of them, he found them 

ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 



I have given them your 
word, and the world has 
hated them because they 

are not of the world, just 
as I am not of the world

John 17:14 



Daniel 3:1, 4-5 
King Nebuchadnezzar made 
an image of gold, whose 
height was sixty cubits and 
its breadth six cubits. He set 
it up on the plain of Dura, in 
the province of Babylon. ... 



Daniel 3:1, 4-5 
4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, 
"You are commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, 5 that when 
you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, 
lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 
kind of music, you are to fall down 
and worship the golden image that 
King Nebuchadnezzar has set up 



Principle 1:
The Demand of an 

Ungodly Enemy  



And whoever does not 
fall down and worship 

shall immediately be 
cast into a burning 

fiery furnace

Daniel 3:6  



Principle 2:
The Decision of a 

Godly Man  



Daniel 3:16-18 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered 
and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

[are] not careful to answer thee in this matter. 
17 If it be [so], our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver [us] out of thine hand, O king. 18 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 

golden image which thou hast set up



Daniel 3:16
…we [are] not 
careful to 
answer thee in 
this matter



Their Decision Was 
Based on Conviction 

of God’s Principles  



…be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not 

serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image 

which thou hast set up 

Daniel 3:18  



A preference is a 
strong belief, but 
a belief that you 
will change under 
the right 
circumstances 



A conviction is a 
belief that you will 

not change



Their Decision Was 
Based on Confidence 
in God’s Protection  



If it be [so], our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery 

furnace, and he will 
deliver [us] out of thine 

hand, O king. 

Daniel 3:17  



Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of 
fury, and the form of his visage was 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego: [therefore] he spake, 
and commanded that they should heat 
the furnace one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated. 20 And 
he commanded the most mighty men 

Daniel 3:19-21  



that [were] in his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
[and] to cast [them] into the burning 
fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were 
bound in their coats, their hosen, 
and their hats, and their [other] 
garments, and were cast into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace.

Daniel 3:19-21  



Fear thou not; for I [am] with thee: be not 
dismayed; for I [am] thy God: I will 

strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. 11 Behold, all they that were 
incensed against thee shall be ashamed and 
confounded: they shall be as nothing; and 

they that strive with thee shall perish. 

Isaiah 41:10-13  



12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not 
find them, [even] them that contended 
with thee: they that war against thee 
shall be as nothing, and as a thing of 
nought. 13 For I the LORD thy God will 
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 

Fear not; I will help thee 

Isaiah 41:10-13  



No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper; and every tongue 

[that] shall rise against thee in 
judgment thou shalt condemn. This 
[is] the heritage of the servants of 
the LORD, and their righteousness 

[is] of me, saith the LORD

Isaiah 54:17  



Principle 3:
 The Deliverance of 

an Almighty God  



And these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, fell down 
bound into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. 24 Then Nebuchadnezzar 
the king was astonied, and rose up in 
haste, [and] spake, and said unto his 
counsellors, Did not we cast three 
men bound into the midst of the fire? 

Daniel 3:23-25  



They answered and said unto the 
king, True, O king. 25 He answered 
and said, Lo, I see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the fire, 
and they have no hurt; and the 
form of the fourth is like the Son 
of God. 

Daniel 3:23-25  



Therefore because the king's 
commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the 

flame of the fire slew those 
men that took up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego.

Daniel 3:22  



He answered and said, Lo, I 
see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt; 
and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God. 

Daniel 3:25  



And the princes, governors, and 
captains, and the king's counsellors, 
being gathered together, saw these 
men, upon whose bodies the fire had 

no power, nor was an hair of their 
head singed, neither were their 

coats changed, nor the smell of fire 
had passed on them. 

Daniel 3:27  



Therefore I make a decree, That every people, 
nation, and language, which speak any thing 
amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made a dunghill: because 

there is no other God that can deliver after 
this sort. 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, in the 
 province of Babylon. 

Daniel 3:29-30  




