


Pain can be profitable  



2 Timothy 2:3  
Thou therefore endure 

hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ



Pain can be problematic  



Matthew 19:26  
But Jesus looked at 
them and said, "With 
man this is impossible, 
but with God all things 
are possible." 



Acts 6:1  
Now in these days when the 

disciples were increasing in number, 
a complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. 



The Devil’s Plot to 
Implode the Church  

Principle 1: 



Acts 6:1  
…a complaint by the 

Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews



Acts 6:1 
…because their widows 
were being neglected in 
the daily distribution. 



1 Timothy 5:10 
…has shown hospitality, has 

washed the feet of the saints, 
has cared for the afflicted, 
and has devoted herself to 

every good work.  



1 Timothy 5:13  
Besides that, they learn to 
be idlers, going about from 
house to house, and not 
only idlers, but also gossips 
and busybodies, saying 
what they should not. 



The devil loves to take an 
unintentional wrong and turn 

it into an internal dispute  



Acts 6:2-3  
And the twelve summoned the full number 
of the disciples and said, "It is not right that 

we should give up preaching the word of 
God to serve tables.  Therefore, brothers, 
pick out from among you seven men of 

good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty 



The Disciples’ Plan to 
Improve the Church    

Principle 2:



Acts 6:2-3  
And the twelve summoned the 

full number of the disciples 
and said, "It is not right that we 

should give up preaching the 
word of God to serve tables...”



Acts 6:5 
And the saying pleased the whole 
multitude: and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, 
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a 
proselyte of Antioch:



Acts 6:4  
But we will give 

ourselves continually to 
prayer, and to the 

ministry of the word.



























Acts 6:7  
And the word of God 
increased; and the number 
of the disciples multiplied 
in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith. 



The Divine Product of 
Increase to the Church  

Principle 3:



Acts 6:7  
And the word of 
God increased



Acts 6:7  
…the number of the 
disciples multiplied 
in Jerusalem greatly 



Acts 6:7  
…a great company of 
the priests were 
obedient to the faith 




