


 The unusual frequency 
of the word indicates 

not only the importance 
of the Gift but also the 

urgency of the need for 
its regulation 



 What is “Prophecy”? 



The most common 
Hebrew word for 
prophecy means 
to flow forth 



1 Corinthians 14:3 
But he who prophesies 
speaks edification and 

exhortation and 
comfort to men. 



The meaning of the 
Greek word prophecy 

is “To speak for 
another” 



Just as speaking in tongues 
is a supernatural utterance 
in an unknown tongue – so 
prophecy is a supernatural 

utterance in a known tongue 



1 CORINTHIANS 12:7 
But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given 
to each one for the 
profit of all: 



1 Corinthians 14:31 
For ye may all 

prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn, 

and all may be 
comforted. 



The Difference 
Between the Gift of 
Prophecy and the 
Office of a Prophet 



EPHESIANS 4:8 
Therefore He says: 
"When He ascended 
on high, He led 
captivity captive, And 
gave gifts to men." 



Ephesians 4:11 
And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, 

some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 



1 CORINTHIANS 12:28 
And God has appointed these 
in the church: first apostles, 
second prophets, third 
teachers, after that miracles, 
then gifts of healings, helps, 
administrations, varieties of 
tongues. 



The ministry offices in 
the church are the gifts 
of Jesus to the church 



The Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are gifts to the 

individual 



Acts 21:9-11 
And the same man had four 

daughters, virgins, which did 
prophesy. 10 And as we tarried 
[there] many days, there came 

down from Judaea a certain 
prophet, named Agabus. 



Acts 21:9-11 
11 And when he was come unto us, 
he took Paul's girdle, and bound his 
own hands and feet, and said, Thus 

saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the 
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that 

owneth this girdle, and shall deliver 
[him] into the hands of the Gentiles 



EPHESIANS 4:11 
And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 



1 Corinthians 12:10 
to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, 
to another discerning of 

spirits, to another different 
kinds of tongues, to another 

the interpretation of tongues. 



1 CORINTHIANS 14:1 
Pursue love, and 
desire spiritual gifts, 
but especially that 
you may prophesy. 



Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit 

on his throne; 31 He seeing this before 
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that 

his soul was not left in hell, neither his 
flesh did see corruption. 

Acts 2:30-31 



1 CORINTHIANS 14:3 
But he who 
prophesies speaks 
edification and 
exhortation and 
comfort to men. 



1 Corinthians 14:5 
I wish you all spoke with 

tongues, but even more that you 
prophesied; for he who 

prophesies is greater than he 
who speaks with tongues, unless 

indeed he interprets, that the 
church may receive edification. 



ACTS 19:6 

And when Paul had laid 
hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, 
and they spoke with 
tongues and prophesied. 



Confusion Points of True 
Prophecy 



Do not confuse the Gift 
of Prophecy with 

Predicting the Future 

Confusion Point 1: 



Do not confuse 
Prophecy with 

Preaching 

Confusion Point 2: 



The Scriptural Purposes 
for the Gift of Prophecy 



To Speak to People 
Supernaturally 

Purpose 1: 



1 CORINTHIANS 14:3 

But he who 
prophesies speaks 
edification and 
exhortation and 
comfort to men. 



1 Corinthians 14:2 

For he who speaks in a 

tongue does not speak to 
men but to God, for no one 
understands him; however, 

in the spirit he speaks 
mysteries.  



To Edify the Church 
Purpose 2: 




To Exhort the Church 
Purpose 3: 




2TIMOTHY 3:16 

All scripture [is] given by 
inspiration of God, and [is] 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness 



To Comfort the Church 
Purpose 4: 




1 Corinthians 14:3 

But he who prophesies 
speaks edification and 

exhortation and 
comfort to men.  



1 CORINTHIANS 14:31 

For you can all 
prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn and 
all may be encouraged. 



The Controls of the Gift 
of Prophecy 



1 Corinthians 14:31 

For you can all prophesy 
one by one, that all may 

learn and all may be 
encouraged.  



1 CORINTHIANS 11:5 

But every woman who 
prays or prophesies with 
her head uncovered 
dishonors her head, for 
that is one and the same as 
if her head were shaved. 



Joel 2:28 

And it shall come to pass 

afterward That I will pour out 
My Spirit on all flesh; Your 
sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, Your old men 
shall dream dreams, Your 

young men shall see visions  



Prophecy is greater than 
tongues when not 
accompanied by 
Interpretation of 

Tongues 



1CORINTHIANS 14:5 

I would that ye all spake with 
tongues, but rather that ye 
prophesied: for greater [is] he 
that prophesieth than he that 
speaketh with tongues, except 
he interpret, that the church may 
receive edifying. 



You can receive the Gift 
of Prophecy at the same 
moment you receive the 

Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit 



Acts 19:6 

And when Paul had laid 

hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, 

and they spoke with 
tongues and prophesied.  



The Gift of Prophecy is 
not to take the place of 

the Written Word 



2PETER 1:17-21 

For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 18 And this voice which 
came from heaven we heard, when 
we were with him in the holy mount. 



2PETER 1:17-21 

19 We have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the 
day star arise in your hearts: 



2PETER 1:17-21 

20 Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation. 21 
For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake [as they 
were] moved by the Holy Ghost. 



The Prophet Must Be Open 
to Allowing the Word He / 
She Gives to be Judged 



1Corinthians 14:29 

Let the prophets 

speak two or three, 
and let the other judge  



The Prophet Can Control 
His / Her Own Spirit 



1Corinthians 14:32 
And the spirits of the 
prophets are subject 

to the prophets  



1CORINTHIANS 14:33 

For God is not [the 
author] of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints 




