3. Marriage Is A Holy

¥ [t is a pledge — a commitment!
" 1 Corinthians 7:1-7 ~ Your body is not your own... say what?

¥ |t is based on — sacred solemn promises.

Marriage Is Meant To Last A Lifetime ~ “Til Death Do Us Part!

¥ What God has joined together — let not man !

Y Matthew 19:6 / Romans 7:2-3 ~ ‘Til Death Do Us Part!

% MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS TO...

O Renew My Faith In God ~His plan for salvation, redemption and marriage.

O Engage With My Spouse ~ Tell them | love them & want to strengthen our
marriage.

O Take The “Love Dare” ~ Commit myself to 40 days of challenging myself to
love and serve my spouse in creative ways.

O Declare A Renewal of My Vows ~ State with freshness my commitment to my
marriage and verbally proclaim the 7 Vows mentioned in the message notes
today.

O Make a Faith Decision ~Prayerfully place my faithin Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
by recognizing Him as my personal Lord and Savior and by asking and
receiving the forgiveness of my sins.
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THE HOLY ESTATE OF MATRIMONY
‘Til Death Do Us Part
“A Marriage That Lasts A Lifetime”

The Gift of Marriage

" A beautiful and wonderful relational union
/ bond like no other!

% 1 Corinthians 7:7-9 ~ Single Life

" Genesis 2:24 ~ Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

God’s Ideas About Marriage Are What Counts!
X Not Man'’s...

X Matthew 19:1-9 ~ Jesus answers the Pharisee’s Questions

So What Does God Say About The Holy Estate of Matrimony?

1. Marriage Is A Institution.

¥ [t is a picture of and His relationship to the
¥ Ephesians 5:22-33 ~ The great mystery of marriage...
¥ As a holy institution marriage is something sacred.

% Holy, set apart, hallowed... What do you own that is sacred to you?

2. Marriage Is A Holy

¥ How you treat your spouse is of
critical importance to God.

% Ephesians 5:25, 28 ~ Husbands, love your wives...
% Ephesians 5:22-24 ~ Wives, love your wives...

% This relationship is a one of a kind!

% Matthew 19:4-6 ~ One Flesh... What God has joined together,
let not man separate.

% It is a marriage (union / partnership) that lasts a !
‘Til death do us part!

& Matthew 19:8-9 ~ Jesus’ teaching on divorce and adultery...
R—

Y The marriage relationship is
meant to empower, build up,
and meet the other person’s
needs. What have you done y
for your spouse recently? Marri age. -

Relationships
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7 Wedding Vows You Should Make with
Your Spouse This Year'
January 23, 2020

The day you get married you make promises to
your spouse with your wedding vows. You promise
that through a myriad of circumstances you will
love him or her through it all and ultimately never
leave him or her.

I’'m certain we all have good intentions. We want to honor those promises. You want to
love your spouse like the days you were dating and courting. But somewhere along the
lines those promises are forgotten—or at least aren’t at the top of your mind.

It's kind of like the New Year’s resolutions and goals many of us set. You were planning
to run that mini-marathon. You wanted to pay off that debt or start that new business.

However, the further January 1 looks in our rearview mirror, the less we think about it.
And the less we think about it, the less action we take. Until for some of us, no action is
taken at all, and we give up.

I've learned that one of the biggest struggles for me in achieving my goals, or keeping
my promises to my wife, is keeping them in focus by regularly visiting them. If | write
goals on January 1 and don’t look at them again, it's unlikely I’ll take the action needed
to complete them.

The same goes for my marriage. If | set goals, make promises, and say my wedding
vows to my wife on our wedding day but never say or read them again, then | can only
hope | honor them. I'd much rather be intentional about it, especially something as
important as my marriage.

I do have a confession to make: | don't even know my own wedding vows. I’'m assuming
my wife and | said the traditional wedding vows, but because | have not looked at them
or said them since our wedding day, | don't even remember! | feel terrible about that.
And that’s why | wrote new wedding vows | plan to read to myself and say to my wife
over and over again.

These wedding vows aren’t just random thoughts, but they are things I've learned
through conversation and observation of those who have lasting and fulfilling
marriages. If you want a marriage that lasts and is fulfilling, then it makes sense to learn
from those who are living that out.
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Here are seven wedding vows you should make to your spouse every year:

1. “I will keep Christ as the center and foundation of our marriage. ”
Marriage is supposed to be built to last. If you want to build something that lasts,
you need to build it on the best foundation possible. In my experience, the best and
most reliable foundation is a relationship with Jesus Christ.

2. “I will commit to loving, respecting, and serving you every day of our marriage. ”
Marriage is about commitment. Without a commitment, you have no marriage. I've
learned | must make my commitment over and over again.

3. “I will studly you and our marriage continually, and | will love dliscovering new things
about us.”
Becoming a lifelong learner of your spouse will keep your marriage from being stale
and boring. It will also allow you to connect with your spouse in amazing ways.

4. “I will never give up on you or our marriage, and | will persevere through all we
encounter.”
Marriage is hard. Marriage is work. Marriage is not always great! Yes, yes, and yes!
But you committed, and if you quit when it gets tough, you’ll miss out on the
amazing things you hoped for.

5. “I will not let problems fester. Instead), | will quickly restore any broken pieces of our
marriage. ”
Your feelings will get hurt. You will hurt your spouse’s feelings. You will have
problems. But determine to push through those problems together, no matter what
they are.

6. “I will choose joy and intentionally search for and find the good in you and our
marriage. ”
You will find what you are looking for. Your spouse will become who you say he or
she is. If that is the case, then choose joy, look for the good, and set your mind on
things that will make you smile.

7. “I will consistently connect with other couples and use our marriage as an example
of a lasting and fulfilling marriage. ”
Marriage is not a battle you want to go at alone. All of us need help and benefit
from having relationships with other couples. Be sure to use what you learn from
others, to share with those in similar seasons, and to pour into those who don’t know
what they're in for.

A successful marriage doesn’t just happen—you must be intentional. When you
consistently make these vows to your spouse and put them into practice, your marriage
will transform for the better. You can and will have a lasting and fulfilling life together.

1 Jackie Bledsoe is a professional blogger, author, and speaker, but first and foremost a hushand and father. He’s the
author of The Seven Rings of Marriage book and Bible study. https:/lifewaywomen.com/2020/01/23/7-practical-
ways-to-strengthen-your-marriage/ (Accessed 9-3-2021)
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