
Connection  
[1] Do you remember a time that you were home alone as a child or  

teenager? Share a story with your group of exciting, funny, or  
embarrassing things that happened. Have some fun! 

 

 

 
 
 

Observation & Interpretation 
[2] Pastor Dustin shared that in John chapter nine there was controversy as 

to who Jesus really was.  The Pharisees witnessed Jesus doing miracles 
and made the argument, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” What do you think Dustin meant when he said these 
Pharisees were home alone and didn’t even know it? 

          
 
 
 
[3] Read together John 10:1-10. Remember, this is Jesus’ response to those 

questioning if He is truly the Messiah. Why do you think Jesus chose this 
parable to respond to their accusations?  

 
 
 
 

[4] Read John 10:11-18 together as a group. From what Jesus is saying, 
what is the true test of the “Good Shepherd?” 
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[5] Have you ever found yourself in a situation and believed you were fully 
committed, but when it came down to it, you were more of a hired hand 
than a good shepherd?  If so, share your experience. How does the  
example of the Good Shepherd contrast with our commitment level? 

 
 

Application 
 
 
 
[6]  Finish reading John 10:19-21 as a group. Those in the crowd had a  
       decision to make. We have the same decision to make. Based  
       on the response from your heart, did you say that Jesus is the Messiah?  
       Is it possible for our hearts to have “hired-hand” moments? What do  
       we do in those situations? 

 
 
 

 
 

Reflection 
[7]   The “Good Shepherd” could also be translated as more than good, even  
         beautiful. Beautiful, because of the willingness of the shepherd to lay  
         down his life for the flock. Jesus modeled this by taking on our sins,  
         facing abandonment, and dying for them on the cross. An act of  
         compelling, radical, beautiful love. 
 
         How would a non-Christian view your life group? Would they say what  
         you do is “beautiful?” If so, in what ways? If not, how can you model the 
         sacrifice of Jesus this Christmas season, and reach out to others to bring 
         them into the “fold” and relationship with Him? 
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