
 
Discerning God’s Voice 

August 20, 2023 

 Key Passages: Acts 21:1-16 

 

 How do you discern __________ voice? 

 

Acts 21:1-16, After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to 

Kos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. 2 We found a ship crossing over to 

Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. 3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we 

sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. 4 We sought out the 

disciples there and stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to 

Jerusalem. 5 When it was time to leave, we left and continued on our way. All of them, including 

wives and children, accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 6 After 

saying goodbye to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. 

 

Acts 20:22-23, “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 

happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and 

hardship are facing me.” 

 

John 10:27, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 

7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and 

sisters and stayed with them for a day. 8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at 

the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who 

prophesied.10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from 

Judea.11 Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The 

Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will 

hand him over to the Gentiles.’” 12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul 

not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I 

am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 When 

he could not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.” 

 

Acts 20:24, However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 

complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the good news of God’s 

grace. 

 

We discern God’s voice by ________________ God’s ____________ for our ________. 

 

Life Application 

What did God create you to do? What is God telling you to do today? Write it down, commit to 

doing it, and don’t let anyone dissuade you. As a result of today’s message: 

 I will ________________________________________. 
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