
 

March 3, 2024 

Courageous Faith--- Paul’s Trials 

Acts 25:1-7, Paul’s Trial Before Festus, Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up 

from Caesarea to Jerusalem, where the chief priests and the Jewish leaders appeared before him 

and presented the charges against Paul. They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul 

transferred to Jerusalem, for they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. Festus 

answered, “Paul is being held at Caesarea, and I myself am going there soon. Let some of your 

leaders come with me, and if the man has done anything wrong, they can press charges against him 

there.” After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The next day he 

convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. When Paul came in, the Jews who 

had come down from Jerusalem stood around him. They brought many serious charges against him, 

but they could not prove them. 

When we accept ___________, our past _________ are washed away! 

 

Follow God’s _________ in your life instead of listening to Satan’s ___________________. 

Acts 25:8-27 

8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against the 

temple or against Caesar.” Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go 

up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” Paul answered: “I am now 

standing before Caesar’s court, where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as 

you yourself know very well. If, however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse 

to die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand 

me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You 

have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!”  

Acts 26:1-32, I Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.”  

11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force 

them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted them down in 

foreign cities. “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission 

of the chief priests. About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a 

voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?  

29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me 

today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 

 

When I accept ___________, I become __________ from all forms of bondage!! 

 

31 After they left the room, they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing anything that 

deserves death or imprisonment.”  Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he 

had not appealed to Caesar.” 

 

Life Application  

This week think about how the hardships of life have made you who you are today. How could 
you use these hardships to connect with people and lead them toward Jesus.   

As a result of today’s message, I will ______________________________. 
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