


2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (NKJV) 

13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour 

the land, or send pestilence among My people….

14 IF MY PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME

will humble themselves and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

THEN …..

I WILL HEAR FROM HEAVEN, and WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN AND HEAL THEIR LAND. 



Introduction
We are living in a day and time, when we love to address symptoms…

Take a runny nose for example. If you have a runny nose, that is a symptom of an irritant to your nasal cavity. 

While it is important to take something to stop your runny nose, if you also don’t TREAT THE CAUSE, 

you will continue to have a runny nose. A runny nose can be CAUSED BY allergies, a bacterial or viral infection, 

and a host of other reasons. If you only take something for the runny nose, WITHOUT TREATING THE CAUSE, 

you will have a runny nose INDEFINITELY. If you treat the cause, THE SYMPTOM WILL EVENTUALLY STOP.

A great deal of the things that are causing us to LOSE PEACE, are only symptoms of a larger CAUSE!

Political Division

Global Pandemic

Systematic Racism

Police Brutality

Economic Deficiencies



Introduction
We must understand that God ALLOWS or ARRANGES things to capture our ATTENTION…

When we study the Scriptures, God has a plan and purpose for his people

When His people walk away from His Plan

When His people walk away from His Purpose

When His people walk away From His Priority

When His people walk away from His Principles

God will ALLOW/ARRANGE problems, predicaments, and pressures to seize our attention…

Throughout the Old Testament there was A PATTERN/CYCLE among God’s People…

Rebellion Against God

Retribution From God

Repentance To God

Rescue From God

Rejoicing In God



Why Is This Important?

1 Corinthians 10:11-13 (NLT) 
11 These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down TO WARN US 
who live at the end of the age. 12 If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall.

Disobedience To God’s Word Is The Root of Every Problem

In the Garden, man was given SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS {WORD}
Genesis 2:15-17 (NLT) 

15 The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. 
16 But the LORD God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—
17 except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”

DISOBEDIENCE Caused Man To Lose His Dominion and Power on the Earth  

This has led to a pattern/cycle of Disobedience AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE



Blessings For Obedience

Because of THE GOODNESS OF GOD… He DESIRES TO BLESS HIS PEOPLE
His Blessings Are Connected To Our Obedience

Deuteronomy 28 Example
1 “If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully keep all his commands that I am giving you today, the LORD your God will 

set you high above all the nations of the world. 2 You will experience all these blessings if you obey the LORD your God: 
3 Your towns and your fields will be blessed. 4 Your children and your crops will be blessed. The offspring of your herds and 

flocks will be blessed. 5 Your fruit baskets and breadboards will be blessed. 6 Wherever you go and whatever you do, you will be 
blessed. 7 “The LORD will conquer your enemies when they attack you. They will attack you from one direction, but they will 

scatter from you in seven! 8 “The LORD will guarantee a blessing on everything you do and will fill your storehouses with grain.

The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 
9 “If you obey the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways, the LORD will establish you as his holy people as he 
swore he would do. 10 Then all the nations of the world will see that you are a people claimed by the LORD, and they will stand 
in awe of you. 11 “The LORD will give you prosperity in the land he swore to your ancestors to give you, blessing you with many 
children, numerous livestock, and abundant crops. 12 The LORD will send rain at the proper time from his rich treasury in the

heavens and will bless all the work you do. You will lend to many nations, but you will never need to borrow from them. 
13 If you listen to these commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today, and if you carefully obey them, the LORD 

will make you the head and not the tail, and you will always be on top and never at the bottom. 
14 You must not turn away from any of the commands I am giving you today, nor follow after other gods and worship them. 



Blessings For Obedience

ALSO….Because of THE HOLINESS OF GOD… He has to address our Disobedience

Deuteronomy 28 Example
15 “BUT if you refuse to listen to the LORD your God and do not obey all the commands and decrees 

I am giving you today, all these curses will come and OVERWHELM YOU: 

He then goes on to lay out disturbances that will SEIZE THEIR ATTENTION
It will affect their families

It will affect their prosperity
It will affect their future

It will affect their leaders
It will affect their means of support

Note: The Blessings are from vs. 1-14… The curses are from 15-68…

We must establish the fact that Obedience to God has an impact on the well-being of the land!!!



Blessings For Obedience

While There Is Punishment, God STILL PROVIDES During The Process

Biblical Example
1 Kings 17:1-7 (NLT) 

1 Now Elijah told King Ahab, “As surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives—the God I serve—
there will be no dew or rain during the next few years until I give the word!” 

2 Then the LORD said to Elijah, 3 “Go to the east and hide by Kerith Brook, near where it enters the 
Jordan River. 4 Drink from the brook and eat what the ravens bring you, for I have commanded them 
to bring you food.” 5 So Elijah did as the LORD told him and camped beside Kerith Brook, east of the 

Jordan. 6 The ravens brought him bread and meat each morning and evening, and he drank from the 
brook. 7 But after a while the brook dried up, for there was no rainfall anywhere in the land. 

Point Of Emphasis
As Believers, the country can experience a drought BECAUSE OF DISOBEDIENCE…

THE KINGDOM WILL STILL FUNCTION…
You will still have an opportunity to experience GOD”S PROVISION and GOD’S PEACE

Because of your PERSONAL OBEDIENCE



We Will Not See Results Until The Right People Take Responsibility
“If My People, Who Are Called By Name”

If we desire to see A REMEDY to our problems; 
then THE RIGHT PEOPLE need to take responsibility for the turn-around. 

What we are dealing with can’t be fixed in Washington D.C.
What we are dealing with can’t be fixed with School Board
What we are dealing with can’t be fixed with Police Station

What we are dealing with can’t be fixed by NAACP

This has be done through the people of God…. “IF MY PEOPLE”

When THE PEOPLE OF GOD are not COMMITTED TO THE ONE AND ONLY TRUE GOD 
THERE WILL BE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES.

People of God have walked away from His standards and established their own righteousness… 
They believed that God would ALWAYS LOVE THEM, NO MATTER WHAT….

God tells us that the problem of backsliding and spiritual complacency 
BEGINS WITH HIS PEOPLE AND ENDS WITH HIS PEOPLE.

It all hinges on the willingness of God’s people to do the Lord’s will! 



We Will Not See Results Until The Right People Take Responsibility
“If My People, Who Are Called By Name”

God is CONCERNED about HIS PEOPLE
Those whom he has purchased with his shed blood

Those who are in a relationship with him
Those whom he has redeemed with his power

Those whom he loved, those whom he forgave, those whom he showers with goodness, grace and mercy…
Those whom he justified, and set apart for good works

Those who bear his name Those who belong to him
Those who call him Lord Those who give him Glory

Danger Of Thinking You Belong To Him
Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) 

21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 

and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness!' 



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

We are living in a day and time where everyone has a solution/idea for what is going on….
God tells us clearly in this passage the solution for Peace in our Lives…

Humble Themselves and Pray

Seek My Face

Turn From Their Wicked Ways



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Humble Themselves
To Humble oneself is to “submit under another”

Establish the Fact that SOMEONE IS IN CHARGE

Who/What Is “Lord of Your Life”
Who is the governing authority?

Humility is ADMITTING your inability, your weakness, and your limitations 

There is a reason why people don’t want to have a supervisor or authority figure
“I WANT TO BE IN CONTROL MENTALITY”

“I WANT TO DO MY OWN THING MENTALITY”



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

There Are Some Benefits of Humility

Matthew 23:12 (NKJV) 
12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 

James 4:6 (NKJV) 
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." 

James 4:10 (NKJV) 
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

1 Peter 5:5-6 (NKJV) 
5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, 

and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." 
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you IN DUE TIME, 



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Pray!!!

Prayer is Humility in Action
Seeking the Help You Need in Your Situation

IS THERE A LACK OF PRAYER… 
Seems like the Church Is Finally On It’s Feet ~ Bigger Buildings, Bigger Budgets

Mega Churches….Seems Like It’s More Prosperous than ever!!!

Leonard Ravenhill said, “The church is DYING ON ITS FEET 
because it is NOT LIVING ON ITS KNEES!”



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Benefits of Prayer

Philippians 4:6-7 (NKJV) 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 

LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE KNOWN TO GOD; 
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV) 
17 Pray without ceasing…

Seems like we only come together and PRAY….
When something Happens

Maybe that’s why God keeps allowing stuff to happen…SO THAT WE CAN PRAY



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Seek His Face

What Are We Pursuing…
What Is Our Desire…

What Are We Making Priority…
What is First?

What lights Our Fire?

1.) On what activity do you spend most of your time?  2.)  On what do you spend the bulk of your 
money?  3.)  On what do you focus your thoughts? 

Far too many people are caught up in what God can do for them. 
But, seeking His face means that WE HUNGER FOR HIM more than for WHAT HE CAN DO. 

When God is our first priority,
the things He cares about are the things we will care about…



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Seek His Face….Like You Did Before…
Revelation 2:2-5 (NKJV) 

2 I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 
And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you 
have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary. 

4 Nevertheless I have this against you, THAT YOU HAVE LEFT YOUR FIRST LOVE. 
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, 

or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent. 



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Turn From Their Wicked Ways…
Stop Sinning ~ Repent

~ IDENTIFY WHAT DOES NOT ALIGN WITH HIS WORD ~ 
THEN ELIMINATE IT

Get It Right With God

This Involves Confession and Repentance
Define Confession
Define Repentance



We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription
“Humble Themselves and pray…Seek my face and Turn from their wicked ways”

Turn From Their Wicked Ways…
Isaiah 55:6-9 (NKJV) 

6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, 

For He will abundantly pardon. 8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," 
says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, 

And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

Ezekiel 18:30-32 (NKJV) 
30 "Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways," says the Lord GOD. 

"Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. 
31 Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies," 

says the Lord GOD. "Therefore turn and live! 

Acts 17:30 (NKJV) 
30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, 

BUT NOW COMMANDS ALL MEN EVERYWHERE TO REPENT…



Expect to See Results Because The Promise Will Be Fulfilled
“Then will I hear from heaven, forgive their sins…and Heal their land”

Hear Our Prayers
Sin hinders prayer, However, when sin is taken care of, prayer can flow unhindered to 

and from the throne of God! There is power in an UNHINDERED PRAYER LIFE! 

Psalm 66:18 (NKJV) 
18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, THE LORD WILL NOT HEAR. 

So when I clean up my personal walk with God…
I unlock the Power of God through my Prayer Life!!!

Forgive Our Sins
This means that not only is the prayer line restored, but it means that we can be in close fellowship with Him. 

Nothing in this world compares with being able to have close communion with God! The ability to come into His 
presence, to worship Him, to sense His power, His peace, His joy and His presence is priceless! 



Expect to See Results Because The Promise Will Be Fulfilled
“Then will I hear from heaven, forgive their sins…and Heal their land”

God Will Heal Our Land

Our homes, communities and nation have been devastated through a drought of spiritual blessings and power.
If God’s people will come back to Him in genuine repentance and faith, 

we will see our nation impacted for the glory of God. 

When The Prescription Is Followed
The Promise Will Be Fulfilled



In Conclusion

Principle #1 
We Will Not See Results Until The Right People Take Responsibility

Principle #2
We Will Not See Results Until We Follow The Prescription

Principle #3 
Expect to See Results Because The Promise Will Be Fulfilled


